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the ſtate to which we belong, than by promoting 


HAVE often been a: feed with 1 
lecting an obſervation which I have met with 


in che Heathen Philoſophers, I think both Plate 


and Tally, that Noe citizen, not eren the mean 
eſt, ſhould fail to promote the ſervice of the 
ſtate in which he lives, by ſuch ways and means 

as fall within his power.” A higher authority bath 


1 us dee good to aff eee we have 


opportunity,” There is no better way of ſerving -- 


the intereſts of true religion in the hearts of our 
fellow. ſubjects. I ſhould be glad to attempt this, 
by preaching the word of life, and inculcating 


its great truths and duties in chriſtian affemblies, 


But Providence having deprived me of the 212 
of ſo doing, I am deſirous to attempt it in this\ 


method, The honelly, beneyolence and I hope piety 
of the intention; will be, to candid minds, an apo- 
| logy for the defects of the execution. Almoſt every 
one forms a judgment of ſermans, not according 
to the diſcourſes themſelves, but according to his 


own taſte and ſenſations; and ſome may derive * | 
much advantage from thoſe, which have no effect 
ä upon g 


* 
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upon others. As Gov. in the courſe. of his Prank 


dence, hath made proviſion for gratifying the diffe- 
rent vatural taſtes and reliſhes of mankind, ſo he 


bath furniſhed his miniſters with different Abiticies 2 
and methods of addreſs to ſuit their mental reliſhes. 
It feems therefore agreeable to hie wiſe plan, and 


to the ſtate and circumſtances of men, that dif- 
' courſes of different kinds and ſlrains mould be ad- 
dreſſed to them; and all may, thro' his bleſſing, con- 
tribute io the general edification and happineſs. 


There were particular reaſons for ſeleQing ſome of . 


the following diſcourſes, - which are not worth 


- troubling the reader with. It may ſuffice to obſerve, 
that' ſome of my ſciends, who found. benefit by fome 
of them, deſired their publication. Others of them. 


ſeem peculiarly ſuited to the charakter and circum- 


Rances of. the preſent generation; and therefore they 5 


have a place in. thefe volumes, Moff of the fab. 
jects indeed are rather. vncommon z and not often 


_ treated in the pulpit, or from the preſs: But they: 


are all. praclical, important and uſeſul. The former 
circumſtance may be likely to attract the notice of 
ſome readers: and the latter will, I hope, engage 
the attention of all, into whoſe hands they may 
come. Some of theſe diſcourfes contain advices, 


directions and cautions, which probably ſome wor- 
thy miniſters, | in. particular ſituations, world not 


think it prudent to give from their pulpits, tho” 
ey may eſteem them very intereſting. In this 
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— lar taſtes o "Tome readers of. ical books, 
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yo es ans Ran it oy 
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: 2 kate ie e feeling: s, of of moſt of our " Hearers a 
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| We.! live, "requires. ſomething more Plain, N familiar 
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TIKIN >, than is often to be met wit in md- 
1 der. ſexmons, The x want of comiug home do mea- Mm 
FT - = ineſs and, bofoms,” to uſe Lord Bacou's language, 
5 will in ſome meaſure account. for the too Free 


Pad «4 


8 er the miniſtrations of tome regular, ; Jodi 
| 20K 


1 ! E even, ſerious Preachers; 3 ahd tor the eu- 
{ | pelt with which- multitudes run after breche 
| | of, 2 different ſort. 1 woold acknowledge with great 
24 thankfulneſs, that thoſe peculiarities! {0p M 

N ? of EE to which ſome may, be ready 40 ö 7 


L have Sor the, means of . fixing, ſerious imprefions \ 
| of ai wine” * things. upon ſome perſons. oy And, they 
| ave remembered, acted upon, and incalcgted upon 
| 9 8 their families, and. others, ſome agyices aud maxims 


5 which, h have LOVE in this manner addrefled; to them; 


. my. 


while +2110 others 0 f m y ._ diſcogrles, Which wigbt ſeem 


| be ter gs 49 2 ＋ talle of the ages Nen 
5 A 13 + 
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as os I ca can dds, be been 1 - and quite un- 


opt oor ag 
2. the ner por 


ſurniſh many chriſtian families with entertainment 
and religipus inftruttian, 'when read- to them on a- 
Lord's day; .as they are neither Jorg, nor, I hops; 
tedious. I with they may be "comfortable and 1 
fitable to thoſe, who, white  Providenge | detai N 
$3; from publick worlhip,. 55 W 


bem in 
eir devout retirements, 3 
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\L commend. theſe: diſcourſes: to gee candid and ſe⸗ 
rious peruſal of thoſe, into whoſe hands they may 
fall. And may the gracious Head of the church, who 


'caaſe, proſper this; that I may tejoice in the day 
of Chriſt, that, daring ten years of weakneſs and. 
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doth.” not diſdain a. mite caſt into his , treaſury, or 
any any boneſt, tho' feeble attempt to ſerve. bis facred 


incapacity . for. the publick ſervices of the chriſtian N 
miniſiry as on this day, I have got been quite uſcleſs. | 
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Vol. 1. | B werſhip r 


2 The Foy of Angels ar Dif. 1. 
worſhip we read of in the bible, —After Job and his 
friends had been in this ſacred poem, long debating 
about the conduct of providence, the poet introduces 
the great Jenovan himſelf in all his majeſty, demand- 
ing of Job a clear account of the myſteries of creation 


and providence; particularly where he was when 
* the foundations of the earth were laid,“ and this beau- 


tiful ſyſtem formed with ſo much harmony and exaQ- - 


neſs: Even then, when the morning-ſtars oug oge- 


ther, and all the ſons of Gop ſhouted for j joy.“ For | 


the illuſtration of this paſſage, I will conſider, 


1. The perſqns, ar beings, here ſpoken of, and the 
meaning of the titles given them. 


II. What occaſioned their joyful 8 And 
then propoſe to your conſideration, and urge upon 
your hearts, ſome uſeful leſſons which may be drawn 
from theſe particulars. 


I. Let us conſider the perſons h here ſpoke of, and 


the meaning of the titles given th 


The perſons here ſpoken of muſt N be * | 


angels, or thoſe glorious ſpirits who were formed before 
. the earth» Accordingly what is here rendered ſons 
of Gov, is in the greek verſjon rendered, all my an- 
| gels, and by an ancient jewiſh paraphraſe, all the ar- 
mies of heaven. The latter clauſe.of the text explains 
the former; the morning f ar- are the ſame as the 
ſons of Gop ; except theſe two titles may denote 
different orders of thoſe heavenly beings, 
The angels are called mornizg-/tars, and that with 
great propriety z not only as they were probably the 
fiſt living creatures produced, the firſt-born of the 
| Father 


bil 1. the ca u Wl  'y 


Father of lights ; but on account of their luſtre and 
the purity of their natures. In ſcripture, perſons of 
eminent ſtations are deſcribed as fars. Thus, the 
king of Babylon is ſtyled, © Lucifer, ſon of the morn- 
ing, or the morning-ſtar. Whether the angels are 
pure ſpirits, without any thing corporeal or material 
about them, we cannot ſay. It ſeems rather” the pre- | 
rogative or peculiar glory of God to be a pure ſpirit. 
It is certain, they have ſometimes put on corporeal 


vehicles or ſome ſort of bodies, ſo as to be viſible to 


human ſenſe; as we read ſo frequently of their ap- 
pearances in ſcripture. "They * are called angels of 


aht; and the face of Srephen is ſaid 10 thine us the 
face of an angel.“ On account of the luſtre of their 


appearance, and the purity of their natures, as ſpirits, 
and as holy ſpirits, they may be called morning-ſtars. 
Thus the Lord of angels ſaith, of himſelf, . 1 am the 


bright and morning: tar. F —— Further, 


They are ſtyled /n of GOD. Nebreladnexxar n! in 
the fiery furnace, one like the Son of Gon, ' that is, as 
it is explained afterwards, an angel. t They are called 
ſons of God, becauſe produced by him, who is the 


father of ſpirits, the father of the whole family 


in heaven and earth. —They may be ſo fiyled, be- 


cauſe they reſemble him in their natures, partake of 
his divine and glorious image; — becauſe they ſtand 
before his throne, and behold his face; are dear to 

him, and happy in his favour and friendſhip, And 
they may be called his /n, allo as men are; becauſe 
he governs rational beings ia a more excellent man- 
ner, than he doth irrational ones; even by the ob- 
| ligations of reaſon, juſtice, gratitude and ingeovity ; 


B 2 2 and 


— . Iſai. xiv. 12. t Rev, xxii. 16. 1 Dan. in, 23728. 
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and they are capable of rendering him praiſe, homage 
and obedience. From hence it appears, that they are 
glorious and excellent beings, aud every thing ſaid 
in ſcripture concerning dem claims our es regard. 
—Let us confider, 


II. What occaſioned their Joyful ng and ſhouts 
of praiſe. | 


And it was the eteation of the world; of this 
ſyſteta, comprehending the ſun, and the earth and 
other planets which revolve about the fun, This 


is plain ſrom the context; Where waſt thou when L 


laid the foundations of the earth? Whereupon are 
the foundations thereof faſtened, or who laid the 
corner- ſtone thereof? Then the angels fang toge- 
ther in concord and harmony. Every one bore a 
part in the triemph; and the greatneſs of their joy 
Was (to ſpeak after the manner of men) expreſſed in 
ſongs and ſhouts of. praiſe on this grand occaſion. 
They rejoiced on account of the magnificence and 
beauty of the production uſelf — the glories of the 
great Creator diſplayed in- it — and the uſes for 
which it was deſigned. Let us juſt touch upon each 
of theſe thoughts. 


1. The magnificence and beauth. of the creation 
excited their joy. | 


The angels undoubtedly have juſt ideas of . 
mony, order and beauty: and they diſcovered ſome 
glorious appearances of them in the formation of 
ny world. They ſaw it at firſt a mere chaos, 

« without form and void:* The ſeveral elements 
mixed — c _ an was upon the face of 

_ «the 


Dil . . Creates f tht Wield. 3 


the deep. They heard the Almighty ſay, * Let 
there be light, and there was light:“ The finer 
particles of matter, which made light and fire, were 
ſeparated from the groſs and dark ones; ſpread thro? 
the whole ſyſtem, but centered in the ſun in the 
greateſt abundance. They faw the foundations of 
the earth laid, and the ſeveral elements of air, 
earth and water properly adjuſted, the due bounds 
of each ſettled, and their reſpective places aſſigned z 
And this, with ſuch exactneſs, as if they had been 
weighed and meaſured, and a line had been ſtretehed 
cout to determine n propor: ion, diſtance and ex- 


f _ (ſee verſe 3.) Who hath laid the meaſures | 


thereof, or ſtretehed the line upon it? They faw 
him ſtretch out the north over the empty place, 


and hang the earth upon nothing.“ t They ſaw the : 


other planets fixed in their proper orbs, and begia- 
ning their reſpective revolutions. How far this fy(- 
tem of ours differs from others in its materials and 
texture, we cannot ſay. The angels, who were ae - 
quainted with ather worlds, might perceive, that 


this was compoſed of different materials, and ne- 


elements, or the ſame ranged in a different order. 


And the fight of ſo much grandeur and beauty 
muſt fill their minds with great pleaſure, and tune, 


their voices to ſongs of joy. 


2. The glories of the great architect diſplayed in 
It excited their praiſe. 


We know, as the apoſtle obſerveth, that * every 
houſe is builded- by ſome man, but he that built all 
n is Goo.” + The inviſible things of God are 

=: - clearly 
1 Job xxvi, 7. f Heb, ini. 4+ 


* 2 
. 


| 
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clearly ſeen from the creation of the world, being 


underſtood by the things that are made, even his 
eternal power and Godhead.” The angels, the ſons 
of Gop, who have a great zeal. for his honour, muſt 
be delighted with every thing that diſplays his glori- 


ous perfections. Theſe were moſt illuſtriouſſy dif- 


played in the formation of the world. It was an 
aſtoniſhing exploit of divine wiſdom and power, to 


produce out of nothing, the materials of which this : 
world was compoſed and to range them in their 


proper order. The angels ſaw, by the opening of 


the plan, the grandeur of the deſign; and as it was 


gradually carried inte execution, they aw, with in- 


expfeſſible wonder and joy, ſoch beauty, barmony 


and proportion in every part, as plainly-. ſhewed 
boundleſs wiſdom and almighty power. He made 


the earth by his power and ſtretched ont the heavens 


by his underſtanding.“' They heard him ſpeak, 
and ſaw that it was done; they heard him com- 
mand, and they ſaw that it ſtood faſt. They knew'alſo, 
that nothing but goodneſs. could--Ciſpaſe their fa- 


ther 10 produce and people new worlds. And there 
appeared ſuch evident marks of kind, as well as 


wiſe, . debgn in the new production, as filled their 


hearts with rapture, and led them to glorify the 
Lord of hoſts, who appeared wonderful in coun- 
ſel and excellent in _— am * re- 


Jciced, 
"YN. On account of the uſes for which the earth 


was deſigned, 


The angels are ons beings, and. * the 
image of Cop in love. From a principle of bene- 


g 8 volence, 


D. ie Creation of the World. . 7 


volence, they would be pleaſed with the production 
of numerous tribes of living creatures to inhabit 
this world, and partake of the bounties of the uni- 
verſal parent. They would particularly rejoice in 
the formation of mankind, as reſembliog them in 
ſpiritual and immortal natures; and with ſublime 
pleaſure contemplate the aberdant provifion Gop had 
made for their ſupport, convenience and delight, and 
for diffuſing happineſs among millions ef rational 
creatures. The angels themſelves were well provi- 
ded for, and dwelr in a glorious habitation above; 
dot from a principle of generous love, they rejoice 
in the for 4 of the earth, as an habitation' for 
men. It is probable that Gov, when he created 
the earth, gave them a general knowledge of ſome 
wonderful diſpenfations. of providence towards its 
future inhabitants, and of the ſchemes he had 
formed for their everlaſting ſalvation and happineſs. 
This would increaſe their pleaſure, and give new ar- 
.Coar to their ſongs of praiſe. They might be in- 
formed of the connection they were to have with 
mankind, and the ſervices in which they were to 
de employed for the benefit of their inferiours. But 
this would be no diſagreeable intelligence to thoſe 
_ celeſtial ſpirits, who are ſo entirely devoted to the 
honour of Gov, ſo ready to do his commands, ſo 
humble, and fo benevolent, They would refoice in 
the proſpe&t of this employment, and long to be 
ſent on ſome of theſe friendly errands. — On theſe 
accounts then, the angels ſang together and ſhouted 
| for joy at the creation of the world, obſerving its 
 * magnificence and beauty—the glories of the divine 


* | | builder 
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builder diſplayed in it—and being informed of the 

_ uſes, for which it was deſigned. Let me now pro- 

poſe. to your conſideration, and urge upon your. 

+ - hearts, ſame Wen erer e _ _ drawn 
n hence. 1 44 


APPLICATION. 


1. The creation was a glorious work 1d chims 
our admiration and our praiſe. weer ge 


We often judge of the beauty * ele of a 
production, which we do not thoroughly underſtand, 
by the opinion of thoſe, who do underſtand it; by 
the degree in which they commend it, and the va- 
lue they put upon it. But thoſe who in the gene- 
ral may be good judges of any art or ſcience, may 
be miſled thro? ſome peculiar taſte, affection or pre- 
judice. But were we Jeſs competent judges of the 
beauties and glories of the creation than we are, 
we might ſafely build our opinion upon that of the 
angels, for they are certainly good judges of it; 

ſince to be © as an angel of Gop. to diſcern good and 
| bad,” and to be wiſe according to the wiſdom of an 
engel of God' are proverbial expreſſions in ſcriptore 
ſor conſummate wiſdom. “ Some of the heathen philo- 


ſophers endeayoured to infer, from what they thought . 


the ill contrivance and manifold defects of the world, 
that Gop could not be the creator of it. And a 
profane prince once ſaid, that if he had been preſent 
when Gon, made the world, he could have taught 
him. to have done jt better,” The angels it. ſeems, 
bl a n idea of the work and its divine 
| author: 
„ Sam. xix, n 0 


1 
= 
, 
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author: And I preſume you will pay a greater regard 
tc their judgment, than that of a few ignorant, con- 
_ and preſumptuous mortals. We may. juſtly 
-argue, that the creation is a glorious wark, from 
the knowledge we have of the work itſelf and from 
the architeQ-of it. I, ſaith the Lord, have made 
the earth, and created man upon it. I, even my 
hangs, have ſtretched out the heavens, and all their 
hoſt have I commanded,” + We argue it alſo, from 
the manner in which the holy angels were affected 
at its production, And ſhall not we join in their 
adoration and praiſe? We, to whom the earch is ginen 
for an habitation; far whoſe ſupport and delight 
it was filled with ſo many good things; to who 
authority the inferiour creatures are made ſuhject, 
and for whoſe uſe they were ebicfly deſigved ? How 
ſupid muſt they be, who fay, there is no Gop 3" 

who aſcribe this wonderful production to chance; 
an unmeaning, ridiculous term? How evidently were 
the Heathen without excuſe (as the apoſtle argues) 
who did not clearly ſee his eternal power and 

godhead by the things. that are made; and who 
worſhipped and ſerved the creature more than the 
creator, who is bleſled for ever?” f Shall the angels 
| admire and celebrate his work, and ſtzH mes be 
__ unaffected with it ? Shall man be ſtent, when not only 
his heavenly hoſts, but all his «works, praiſe him 


| In all places of his dominion ? Shall we be mach 


affected with, and admire, iaſtances of kumar {kill ; 

| curious machines contrived by men, ſuch as à clock or 

an orrery, yet live onaffeted with the immenſe wiſ- 

com and power and goodneſs of Gop? This 1s beyond 
B 5 | | excuſe 


+ 1&, alv, 124 2 Rom, i, 20, 25+ 


{ 


10 2, % of Ae , Di 5. 


excuſe topid and unreaſonable. The works of God 


- ſhould be obſerved and celebrated with joy and tri- 
umph by his reaſonable creatures below, as well as 
thoſe above. Let us adopt the language of the 
Pſalmiſt, and ſay, O Lord, how manifold are thy 
works: in wiſdom haſt thou made them all! the 
earth is full of thy riches.“ when Gos had finiſhed. 
all the works of creation in ſix days, he reſted on 
the ſeventh day and blefled and ſanctiſied it. The 
ancient ſabbath, to which the chriſtian Lord's day 
ſucceeded, was ſet apart for a eommemoration of the 
wonders of ereation: and to give us leiſure to con- 


demplate theſe wonders, and adore the author of 


them, And it is foitable work for every day, eſpe- 

 Gially every Lord's day. Let us then be often imi- | 
tating the ardent piety of the angels, and ſayi 2 

they do; © Thou art worthy, O Lord, to - = 

glery and honour and power; for thou haſt created 

oll things, and for thy pleaſure they are, and were 


/ created,” + ——Again, Did the angels admire and 
adore the works of Gop:? then, ; 


2. The works of Gop are worthy our- ferious and 
diligent ſtudy. | 


* 


An heathen - philoſopher 8 that 6 0 
nature would be a poor thing indeed, if men cen» 
tered their views only in the things of this world: 
That for his part he chiefly valued his being, becauſe 
he was capable of contemplating the farry heavens.” 
And the Pſalmiſt obſerves that, * the works of the 
Lord are great, honourable and glorious, tought out 
of all them that have . therein.“ 4 The ad- 

vice 

* Plalra civ. 24. 4 Rev, ir. 11. 1 Pfalm' exi. 2, 3. 


* 


Diſ. 1. : the Creations of the World. 11 


vice which Elie gives Job is applicable to us. Re- 


member that thou magnify his work, which men be- 


hold. Every man may ſee it, man may behold it afar 
off. The more attentively we ſtady the works of 


Gop, the more glorious they will appear, and the 


more we ſhall magnify the divine artiſt. Gop ap- 
proves and encourages our ſerious inquiies. He 
hath given us ſenſes to diſcern his works; under» 
ſtandings to trace up effects to their cauſes, He 


| hath implanted curioſity in us to excite us. It is 


our ſhame and our fin, that we fo little ſtudy 
and admire thoſe works of Gop, which filled the 


angels with wonder, tranſport, and harmony. Crea - 


tion is a ſubje& that comes recommended to us by 
z variety of forcible motives. Studying it is a duty 
we owe to Gov: and ourſelves. It will forniſh our 
minds with the moſt innocent and noble entertains 


ment. It will lead our thoughts to Gop; diſpoſe 


us to love him and to adore him; to be grateful 
for his goodneſs to man, and to truſt in him, whoſe” 

power and wiſdom are infinite, and whofe tender 
mercies are over all his works.” Add to this, that 
it will confirm our faith in the ſcriptures ; in what” 


they declare of his agency in creation, of his infi- 
nite perfections, his conſtant univerfal providence ;; 


his inexhauſtible bounty, and the proviſion he hath- 


made for the eternal happineſs of the pious and 


good in a better world; Reaſon, and true philoſo- 
phy, which is reaſon coltivated and employed, are 


friends to religion, and will diſpoſe us heartily to 
receive the goſpel, and to reverence, love and obey 


that glorious being, who * giveth" us all things per- 
5 taining: 


| 

PE | 

| Job x<xvie 24, 25, 
| 2 | 
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i raining both to life and godlineſs. — Did 
the angels rejaice in the creation * G we may 
infer, 


| 3. They muſt be eee at very: ding that 4 
Ales and diſhonours the creation. 


It is fo fall of wonders, that even the 8 | 
minds of angels are continually diſcovering new 
| beauties and glories in it, And it muſt be offen- 
| five to them, when they ſee mankind acting like 

brates ; forgetting the Lord their maker, and diſre- 
gardiag the operations of his hands. They muſt be 
grieved at the firſt apoſtacy of human nature; of- 
fended with every thing that defaces the beauty of 
the creation, and diſturbs the harmony and order of 
the natural world. When the inferiour creatures are 


cruelly treated, or abuſed. to the. injury. of man, 


theſe. pious and friendly beings muſt be diqpleaſed. 5 


When man, the chief of the lower creation, degrades ht 


his nature by intemperance and luſt, or is over- 
charged with the cares of the world; when men 
dite, devour, and deſtroy one W the angels 
muſt turn away their faces with ſhame and indigna- 
tion. Indeed every ſin is a blemiſh to the creation, 
and a diſturbance of the good order, in which the 
glorious maker of all things hath placed them, The 
angels muſt be particularly grieved, when ignorant, 
frail and finful men take upon them to cenſure 
the works and the providence of Gov, which _they 
admire and adore. To reprove this errour in 706 
and his friends, it is probable, that the thought 
in our text was intended, The angels celebrated 

the works of Gon, which * were ready to quar- 
| Ng rel 


— — 
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rel with; and adored the Providence, bebt ak 


— — — 


Let us then avoid every thing that would give 
pain to theſe ſaperiour intelligences; and with 
them, magnify what we know, and hambly reve» 


hend. Again, Did the angels 200408 at the firſt 
creation ? we may infer, 


. - 
as — — 
8 — — ͤ üüüũů— 


4. They would more ww. creation ; 25 
At the redemption of the world, which is de- 


Old things os paſſed away behold all things are 
become ver. Redemption is creation more noble 
and ſablime. It is ereating anew degenerate hearts, 
and renewing them to the image of Gop. The 
firſt ereadon was chiefly a diſplay of the natural per- 
fections of Gop, his power and wiſdom, The new 
creation by Jeſus Chriſt is chiefly a diſplay of his 
| moral perfections, his juſtice and paticnce, his faith- 
| fulneſs and goodneſs, his holineſs and mercy. It is 
2 ſcheme, which at once ſecures the honour of the 
divine government, and the recovery and; happineſs: 
| of fallen creatures. Heaven rang with acclamations 
of joy, when the plan of At was firſt publihed... 


When an angel was ſent down to give intelligence. 
of the birth of Chriſt, we are told how - the worn 
ing ſtars ſang together again, and how the ſons of 
 Gop ſhouted for joy: For there was with the an - 
gel a multitude of the beavenly hoſt, praiſfing Gon 
aud * glory to Goo in * higheſt, on earth 
Peace, 


4 
by . 
. : a 


* 


they were too proudly. and uncharitably diſputing, 5 


rence and adore what we cannot fully compre» 5 : 


ſcribed in ſcripture as a zew creation; For thus 6 
ſaith the Lord, behold, I make all things #ewi 


ar 
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peace,  good-will towards men!” f The glories of 
creation do, as it were, fade and grow dim, when 


thofe of redemption. appear. The ſun loſt, as it 
were, its luſtre, When the fun of righteouſneſs a 


roſe upon the earth. Or, we may adopt the words 
of the poet concerving liberty, and apply them ** 
greater jaſtice to the goſpel; ö 


It makes the gloomy face of nature gay, 
Gives beauty to the ſun, and pleaſure to the day: 


With what tranſports of joy did the angels welcome 
the ſaviour into the world again, when he aroſe 
from the dead ; and accompany their aſtending Lord, 
when the work of redemption: was finiſhed ; when 
he led captivity captive ; when he went up with a 
ſhout, even the Lord with the ſound of a trumpet.” The 
facts and doctrines, the inſtitutions and deſigu of the 
goſpel, are the ſubjects of their diligent ſtudy. Theſe 
things, ſaith the apoſtle Peter, the angels deſire to 


Loo into. f There is joy in heaven among the an- 
gels of God, when ſinners repent and are conver- 


ted. They ſing together and ſhout for joy, when 


dead fouls are made alive; when the rational crea- 


tion wears that beautiful aſpect, which receiving and” 
obeying the goſpel produceth. This ſhould enlarge 


our ideas of that glorious goſpel ; diſpoſe us to the 


diligent ſtudy of it, and the moſt ſincere and ſtedfaſt 
obedience to it; and ſhould excite our moſt ardent- 
praiſe to Gop and the lamb. * Sing, O ye heavens, 
for the Lord hath done it;“ andꝭ let all nature join in 
the ſong, for the Lord hath redeemed Jacob and 
5 gloriied- 


+ Lake ji, 13+ Tr et. i, 13 
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glorĩ ſied himſelf in 8 Don me n wan 
rence more? 


5. What joy and ſhouting will there be among; the 
8 at the laſt day! 


Even that day, when the myſtery of Go man 
by accompliſhed; and the redemption of all his peo - 
ple be compleated; when all the righteous ſhall be 
gathered together, joined to an innumerable company 
of angels, and all Gop's ſons be brought to glory, 


This earth indeed, which is the ſtupendous effect of 


divine power and wifdom, and hath been the ſcene 
of ſo many wonders of proyidence and grace, ſhall 
then be deftroyed, and all its glories laid in ruins. But 


there are new heavens and a new earth; a nobler, 


and more glorious and ſtable world, in which dwelleth 
righteouſneſs.: And neither angels nor good men will 
regret. the loſs of this world, when they are fixed to- 
gether in one more magnificent, ſplendid and delight- 


ful, better ſuited to their ſpiritual and holy natures; 


and which will never paſs away or decay. With 
what tranſports of joy will the angels welcome the 
whole family of the redeemed to the manſions in their 


father's houſe! And when they are all gathered to- 
; gether, ſuch an anthem of praiſe, ſuch harmonious 
ſongs and ſhouts of joy, will be raiſed by ſaints and 


angels, as even heaven itſelf never heard before, 


May you and I be there, Brethren; join in the har- 
mony, and partake of the joy! Amen. 
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Wie 16 . wnto the Lord our Gos, avks Fon on 


high? whe humblath lire, to behold the things that 


are in and in the earth F 


T FOO PEER very juſtly been en that it ; 
is one great recommendation of the holy ſcrip- 
tuxes, that they expreſs. more juſtneſs of thought 


concerning the nature of God, than any ather com- 
poſitions whatever. They particularly reſolve all e- 
vents into his will and providence, which is the 


trueſt philoſophy as well as the beſt divinity. They 


inform us, that Goo is our creator and preſerrer; 


that the ſtate and circumſtances of every creature, and 
All events relating to them, are ardered and deter- 


mined by him. Conſequently, it becomes us to en- 
tertain juſt ideas of him, to make thoſe ideas familiar 
to our minds and to fet the Lord always before us. 
We have in the text one of the moſt grand, and at 


the ſame time amiable, reprefentations | of the bleſ- 
ſed Gop, which is to be found in ſcripture. And . 
I would intreat, my brethren, that you would pay a 


moſt ſerious attention to it, and manifeſt, even while I 


am diſcourſing upon it, how much your minds are 


affected with it. I ſhall 


3 I, Con- 


* 


: 
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I. Conſi der the view here given of the unequalled 
majeſty and glory of Goo. And ; 


II. Of his great and amazing eondeſcenſion in 


| | his regards to his creatures — and then make oy. 
natural and uſeful reflexions upon the ſubject. 


I. I am to conſider the view here yiven: of; the 


7 unequalled. mazeſty and glory of Gop. 


Now here are two thoughts ſuggeſted to us 


that he dwelleth on High — and that there is done 
| like him. 2 > 


| 1. He dwellech on high. 


The margin readers i, he bk himfelf to 
dwell,” or maketh himfelf high, and ſublime in his 
dwelling. We naturally annex the ideas of gran» 


| deur, magnificence. and excelleney to what is high 
above us. Hence princes are called 'kigh, and ad- 
dreſſed by the title of kighaeſr. When they ap- 
| pear on their thrones, they are raiſed above others, 
to denote their dignity, ſtate and precedence. Hence 
|< Gov is ſpoken of as the high God ; the moſt high, 
the 4ighef, and the like. He 3s deſcribed as * ſeat- 
ed 2 throne high and lifted 2p. + As the hea- 


vens are high above us, he is ſaid to have pre- 


|| pared his throne in the heavens z to have fixed 
his feat on high, quite above this earth and all 
created glory. So in the verſe before the text, © the 


Lord is high above all nations and his glory above 
the heavens ;* above theſe viſible heavens ; beyond 


| the ſun, moon and ſtars, and higher than the thrones 
of angels, principalities and powers, The reſidence 


"of 
+ Ifaiah vi. 1. 


ö 
ö 
; 
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| 
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1 . Gov's Condeſeenfion in beholding Dil. 2. 
of his glory is in the heavenly world. There he 


appears by ſome peculiar diſplays of his preſence, 


clothed with honour and majeſty ; * thouſands of 
thouſands fand before him; ten thouſand times ten 
thouſand miniffer unto him.“ From thence he be- 


holds the whole univerſe, reigneth over it; and all 


creatures, and all worlds, are under his gbvernment 
and controul. In ſhort, we have the nobleſt deſcrip- 
tion of this, in words admirably ſublime and plain, 
yet not fully to 'be Re" ed even by an ange- 


lick mind, He dwelleth in high and holy place, 


and is the high and lefiy one that inhabiteth eter- 


| nity.” + The other thought ſuggeſted in the text, 


Is, | = 
2. There is none like him. 


© Who is like to the Lord our God ?* which may 


either be an expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt's great ad- 


miration ; or à challenge to the whole world to 
name any being equally great, glorious, wiſe and 
good. —T here is none like him among the haman 
race: None of the wiſe men, the nobles and prin- 


ces of the earth. They are called Gods, but they 
are but children of the , high.” They are de- 


rived, dependent, dyi ng creatures; owe all their 


power and authority to him, who is King of Kings 
and Lord of lords, the bleſſed and only potentate.“ 


There is none like bim among the gods of the 


earth: Not their idols; for they are not equal to 


men: None of thoſe beings or objects of worſhip, 
which have a real exiſtence ; for they are all pro- 
duced, and can at any time be deftroyed, by him. 
Who then is ſo great a Gop as our Gop, the 


4 Ifaiah vii, 1 58 
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true Gop, the living Gov, the everlaſting king?” 
 _—— Among the ;/aints in heaven, there is none like 
him. Glorious things are ſpoken of them; but 
all their luſtre is derived from him and they 
ſhine by his rays. The angels, tho“ the top 
of the creation, and tho' they bear the neare 
| reſemblance to the father of lights, are not equal 
to him. They are all formed and ſopported by 
him, and derive all their knowledge, power, zeal 
and bappineſs from him. Who in the heavens can 
be compared to the Lord? who among the chil- 
dren of the mighty can be likened unto the Lord?” & 
Such is the nature of the divine being, that it is 
impoſũble any other being ſhould be equal to him. 
It is impoſſible, in the nature of things, that 
there ſhould be more than one eternal, ſelf-exiſ- 
tent being. We are likewiſe taught by ſcripture, 
as well as reaſon, to argue from his works, that 
| there is none like him. No other being can pro- 
duce ſuch ſtupendous effects. So Moſes addreſſeth 
him, Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among 
the gods ? who is like thee, glorious in holineſs, 
fearful in praiſes, doing wonders ?” + So David ſaith 
among the gods there is none like unto thee, 
0 Lord, neither are there any works like unto 
thy works. f The operations of his providence and 
eſpecially his appearances for his church and peo- 
ple, prove his unequalled glory. Thou haſt done 
great things, O God; who is like unto thee? || 
| Nay the Lord himſelf appeals to his works, as a 
proof of his ſupreme, unequalled dei: To whom 
then 
„ Fülm kerri. 6. + Exod. xv. 11. f Plalm Ei. . 
[ | || Palm Ixxi. 19, 
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then will ye liken me, or mall be equal; faith 
the holy one? Lift up your eyes on bigh and be- 
hold ; who hath created theſe things, that briogeth 
out their hoſt by number, he calleth them all by 
their names, by the greatneſs of his might?” + 80 
that, upon the whole, we may adopt the words of 
Moſes and ſay, * There is none dike unto the Gop 
of Feſhurun, or Tract, who rideth upon the heaven 
in thy help and in his excellency on the ſky.'* 
But we are chiefly to dice& our thoughts to his kind- 
neſs and goodneſs, in which, as well as his great- 
neſs, there is none like him. Let us therefore 
Proceed to conſider, 


II. The view given « us of His great wad no; 
condeſeenſion. 


After we have wa ſurveying his unequalled ma- 
Jeſty and glory, nothing can be more delightful than 
to view him as ſtooping. to regard his creatures, and 
manifeſting the greateſt kindneſs to them. He be- 
holdeth the things that are in heaven and in the 
earth.“ Here let us obſerve, what the Pſalmiſt 
Intimates, that it is great condeſcenſion in Gop 
to behold the things that are in heaven but 
greater and more wonderful condeſcenſion to be- 
hoſd the things that are in earth, 


1 k is great condeſeenſion in God to behold 
the things that are in heaven. # : 


By © the chiogs that are in heaven, is to be under- 
ſtood the inhabitants thereof; the ſaints and angels. 
And an them * not only taking no- 


tice 


® Tj, xi, 25, 26, 1 Det. arri. 26. 


to behold the things that are in heay IP 


Diſ. 2. Things in Heaven" and in Barth, at 
tice of them, but kindly” regarding, their ſervices 


and manifeſting himfelf' and his favour to them. He 


taketh notice of them; is not ſo wrapt up in his own 


_ eſſential perfections, glory and bappineſs, as to over- 
| look them. They dwell in his immediate preſence 


and he doth them the honour to employ them in his 
ſervice; ſends forth his angels to miniſter to the 
heirs of ſalvation, tho' he could guide, defend and 
proſper them by his own immediate power.—He like- 


wiſe graciouſly regards their /ervices. He beholds them 
with an eye of approbation, complacency and delight: 
| He is pleaſed to ſee them happy. His preſence and 


love fill them with joy, and conſtitute their chief 


felicity —Now it is great condeſcenſion in Gop thus 


to behold them; for they are creatures and fall in- 
finitely ſhort of him in perfection - They cannot 
by ſearching. find out Goo, nor have they minds 
capacious,enough to receive him. Beſides, their beſt 


ſervices, tho“ not finful and polluted, are yet in- 


perfect. They are not equal to his glory; for © he 
is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe.” Were 


their ſervices more excellent, they could. not profit 
Shim. He is not worſhipped, even by theſe glorious, 
| ſpirits, as if he needed any thing or they could 


make any addition to his bappineſs. His infinite 
perfection, ſufficiency and bliſs raiſe him above 


them. Behold he putteth no truſt in his er- 
| wants, and his angels he chargeth with folly + 
or he maketh no boaſt of them. It is the 


great ſtoop of condeſcenſion and goodneſ; 6 


; F Job iv. 18. 
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2. It is greater and more wonderful condeſcen- 
| fion to behold the things on earth. 


| © His eyes run to and fro thro' the earth and he 
beholds all the nations.“ He takes notice of all they 
- fay and do. Nor is he an unconcerned ſpedctator; 
for he ruleth over all. His providence continually 
works for the ſupport and comfort of his creatures. 
His conftant energy holdeth human ſouls in life; nor 
can the wiſeſt or greateſt of men ſpeak a word or 
move a finger, without him. He leaveth not him- 
ſelf without <vizneſs of his being and providence in 
any nation, in that he doeth good, giveth rain from 
heaven and fruitful ſeaſons, filling their hearts with 
food and gladneſs.“ Yea his care ſtoops ſo low, that 
© not a arrow falls to the ground without him, but 
the hairs of our head are numbered.“ He manages 
the affairs of his creatures and performeth all things 
for them. And his care extends to the meaneſt as 
well as the greateſt of men. He beholds thoſe things, : 
which men commonly overlook and deſpiſe; and doeth 
kind and wonderful things for the poor and the 
helpleſs, This the Pſalmiſt had immediately in his 
eye, as a proof of the divine condeſcenſion. There- 
fore he adds, after the text, he raiſeth up the poor 
out of the duſt, and lifteth the necdy out of the 
- | Qunghil!;* from the loweſt and moſt contemptible 
_ circumſtances; * that he may ſet him with prin- 
Den the princes of the people. He interpo- 
make the barren woman to keep houle, 


and a Joyful mother of children.'—But he 
views Haig and ſervants with peculiar compla- 
ceney and phe. His countenance beholdeth 


the 


Diſs. ie d eee a d e * 


the opright and he withdraweth not his eyes from 
the righteous.“ He regards their poor ſervices: 
And tho? they fall ſo ſhort of the ſervices of an- 

gels, and are not only imperfe& but polluted and 
mingled with fin, 'yet he taketh notice of them 
and is pleaſed with them. He doth not deſpiſe the 
cry of the deſtitute but heareth it; ; and efteems him- 
ſelf glorified, when his people offer praiſe to him. + 
He loveth the gates of Zion, where they meet to 
worſhip him; and their prayers and praiſes come 
up as grateful incenſe, perfamed with tbe merits 
and interceſſion of Jeſus, their high prieſt. Yea 
further, this high and lofty being eller with 
him, that is of a contrite ſpirit. He taketh plea- 
. . ſure in his people, delights over them to do them 
good, and rejoiceth in the proſperity of his ſer- 
vants. Some of the heathen philoſophers. thought 
it beneath the dignity of Gop to ſtoop to ſuch 
mean affairs: But the great Go doth not think it 
beneath Kis own dignity to behold the things on 
earth. This will appear” to be great and wonder- 
ful condeſcenſion and grace, if we confider——what 
| mean creatures men are. They derive their being from 
the duſt; dwell in houſes of clay ; at their beſt 
| eſtate they - are altogether vanity; will ſoon be 
laid in the grave and turned to corruption. And 
will the great Gop ſet his eyes upon ſuch creatures 
as theſe, when there are infinite orders of bei 
above them, much nobler than they; and Fall 
the nations of the earth are in his light bur s the 
drop of the bucket, and lighter than vanz In or- 
der to * this condeſcenſion, let tide eivlered, 


that 


+ Palm 1, 23. 
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that men are finners againſt Gop ; depraved and de- 
filed creatures. They have loſt their ianocence and 
are become unclean; have loſt their order and are 
become irregular. They often deſire, judge and 
act wrong; and there is not one that perfectly doeth 


good, no not one. By the generality of men Gop 
is affronted, neglected or forgotten. Even the worſhip 


and obedience of his ſaints, of the beſt of his ſaints, are 
imperfe& and polluted. Who then is like to the Loxp 
our Gov, that ſtoops to regard ſuch creatures and 
be ſo good to a world, ſo full of vanity, fin and 
pollution ?—Let us confider, once more, what his 
condeſcenſion and grace have done. He hath ſent 
his own ſon to be a propitiation for ſin, and is in 
Chriſt, reconciling this guilty world to himſelf. 
He pardoneth the numerous fins of thoſe who re- 
pent: And who is a Gop like to thee, that par- 
doneth iniquity and retaineth not his anger for ever, 
becauſe he delighteth in mercy ' t He maketh thoſe 
of the ſinful children of men who are penitent - 


and humble, his children and the heirs of glory. 


He taketh poor: ſinners out of the duſt of death and 
ſets them among the princes of heaven. He ſtoops 
ſo low, to raiſe us to the higheſt dignity and hap- 
pineſs. * Behold what manner of love the father 
' hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould be called the 
children of Gop!? Let us, with the Pſalmiſt, conſi- 
der the heavens, the work of God's fingers, the moon 
ſtars which he hath ordained.“ Let us chink 
loſe moving worlds, filled with intelligent be- 
ings 3 Guherwiſe, as the prophet argues, had they 
. "its | | ws 


: 3 Micah vii, 18. , Pſalm viii, Jo 


— 
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not been formed to be inhabited, he would have tre» 


ated them in vain f. The inhabitants of ſome of 
them are perhaps of a ſuperiour order to man. Re- 
fle& how many nobler beings he hath under his 
government and care, whom it is, nevertheleſs, a 
ſtoop of condeſcenſion in him to regard: then ſhall 
we be diſpoſed to ſay with high admiration and 


humble gratitude, ©* Lord, what is nan, that thou 


art mindful of him, and the Jon of man that thow 
py pa thus graciouſly viſit him?“ 


Thus have I endeavoured to how the great and 


| amazing condeſcenſion of Gop in beholding the 


things that are in heaven, and eſpecially. the things | 
that are in the earth. Let us now draw ſome uſe- 
ful inftruRion from the ſubje&. 


APPLICATION. 


1 lente to reverence this great and glorious boy 
Ing, fince he nn on * * there is none 


like him - 


— 


This is the N which the prophet Fere- 
miah draws from the traths we have been conſider- 
ing; * Foraſmuch as there is none like unto thee, 
O Gov; thou art great and thy name is great in 
might; who would not fear thee, O king of na- 
tions? for to. thee doth it appertain: foraſmuch 
as among all the great men of the nations, and in 
all their kingdoms, there is none /ike unto thee *. 
What horrible wickedneſs then is there in blaſphe- 


my, profaneneſs, ſwearing and taking the name of 


Gow in vain! How impious and abominable is it 
Vol, 1. Cc „ 
+ Iſa. zlv. 18. 0 Jer, r. 6, 7. i 
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to treat this great and glorious being with inſo- 
lence, contempt or neglea! Let us, my Brethren, 
cheriſh in our hearts grand and ſublime ideas of 
bim; think of him with humble awe and admira- 
tion, and ſpeak of him with the greateſt reſpe& 
and zeverence. Indeed his name ſhould be ſeldom 
mentioned; never but on great and ſolemn occafions. 
| Mr. Boyle, who was a great philoſopher and an 
| eminently pious man, never mentioned the name of 
.Gop in his diſcourſe without a folemn pauſe for 
recollection and adaration, Let us eſpecially . be 
eareful, whenever we draw near to him in acts of 
worſhip, to impreſs our minds with a deep ſenſe 
of his unrivalled greatneſs, majeſty and glory. His 
condeſcenſion and. grace ſhould not leflen him 
in our eyes and abate our regard, but increaſe it. 
Falſe greatneſs keeps men at a diftance, that it may 
excite a falſe reverence, But as Gop is infinitely 
great, the nearer we approach to him, the more we 
mall be ſtruck with pious: reverence, if we have any 
ſeriouſneſs and gratitude in our hearts, An .awe 
of Gop ought to fill our minds, when we approach 
to him in /ecrez?, For we are not addrefling a fel- 
low - creature, a prince, or even an angel; but the 
infinite, eternal, peerleſs JEHOYVA H, who dwel- 
leth on high and beholdeth the hearts of men. It be- 
cometh us to ſhow all the external marks of re- 
verence and holy awe, when we join in ſocial wor- 
* | ſhip, eſpecially when we appear in the /o/emn aſ- 
ſembly. This ought peculiarly to be the care of 
thoſe who lead the devotion of others, eſpecially in 
the church of God. Yet, ſorry I am to ſay, that 
ſome of theſe ſeem to i very little of the na- 
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ture of the great Gov, but to think him altogether 


ſuch a one as themſelves +.” They ſpeak of him 


and even to him, with a ſaucy familiarity, as if he 


were a common  acquaintaince; yea with leſs ref- 


.pe& than any well-bred man would addreſs an equal. 


They call him to come and go, to do this or grant 


that, not only with a familiar but an inſolent air. 
Nothing can be more indecent, ſcandalous and ſhock- 


ing than this: Vet it is too often found; eſpecially 


in thoſe who pride themſelves in their knowledge of 


the goſpel and zeal for its peculiar doctrines, and are 
moſt ready to cenſure their brethren who differ from 

them: tho” this irreverence ſhows, that their own 
heads or hearts are very erroneous, —0On this ſub- 


jet, the formality and irrevergnce with which many 


ſay grace at their meals, deſerve a reproof. It is 
better to fit down, like beaſts to their fodder, and 
not ſeem to acknowledge Gor at all, than to be 
guilty of ſuch profaneneſs. Surely theſe perſons ut- 


_ terly forget to whom they are ſpeaking, and inſult 
their benefactor with the appearance, yea ſcarce 


the appearance, of gratitude and dzyotion. Allow 
me to add, in this connection, that there ſeems to 
ime a great imprepriety and indecency, when pray- 
ing for princes ang others of diſtihguiſhed rank and 
authority, to mention thoſe titles, which are uſual, 
and very proper, in common diſcourſe ; as majeſty, 
highneſs, honourable and the like. It is ſufficient to 
mention them by their ſtations and offices, as kings, 
Princes, judges, ſenators, when we are addreſſing 
the high God, the infinite and eternal majeſty of 
heaven; before whom all the nobles, princes and 7 
nations | of the earth are © leſs than nothing and va- 


4% A 7 0 44, + -__ 
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nity.'——Let thoſe who attend publick worſhip be 
very reverent and ſerious in their deportment. 'To 


it, or ſtand in a lolling poſture ; to be looking 


about at every one that comes in, or to appear 
with countenances unaffected, in time of prayer, is 
a great and ſcandalous indecency, too common, 
even among ſome, who ought to know better and 
ſet a better example. To prevent theſe indecencies, 
I muſt recommend #neeling in time of prayer, where 
| perſons? infirmities do not prevent it. It is a natural 
| expreſſion of reverence, and as ſuch is uſed to earthly 
princes. It is the proper poſture of ſuppliants; and 
hath been the practice of the ſaints of Gop, under 

the. old teſtament, of the apoſtles, and our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf. Theſe reflexions and admonitions na- 
turally ariſe out of our text; as you may ſee from 
what the Pſalmiſt ſaith; Who in heaven can be 
compared unto the Lord! who among the ſons 
of the mighty, can be likened unto Go! Gop 
is therefore greatly to be frared in the aſſembly 
of his ſaints, and to be had in reverence of 
all them that are about him T.“ Again, he ſaith, 
The Lord is a great God, and a great king above 
all Gods. O come, let us worſhip and bow down; 
let us knee] before the Lord our maker f.“ Let me 
therefore, on the whole, exhort you, Brethren, if 
you deſire to * ſerve Gop acceptably, to do it with re- 
werence and godly fear. '—[s none like unto Gon ? © 


. 2. Learn the odious nature of pride. 


How deteftable a vice is it in any creature, eſpe- 
: cially in ſuch mean and finful creatures as men! 
Shall a worm, that is a little advanced above his 
| fellow- 
FFC 


JJ ͤ ͤ ͤ Ä ̃ ²ĩ LT 


© - > 


- 


Dif. 2. 5 Things in Heaven and in Earth. = 


fellow worms, is poſſeſſed of ſome ſuperiour knowledge, 


fortune, ſtation or honour, * put on lofty airs; de 


fond of place and precedence, and in effect fay, 
Who is like unto me! when he hath nothing but 
what he hath received, and may the next moment, 
by one frown of the moſt high, be deſtroyed? But 
never doth pride appear ſo. odious and horrid, as 

when it uſurps the prerogative of Gop;.. preſumes 
to judge the hearts of men, and determine their 


fate, or when perſons expect that every one ſhould - 
ſtoop to them and pay them homage, This is in 


effect ſetting up for Gods: and you may ſee in 
ſcripture, how Gop hath reſented and puniſhed this 
inſolence. The king of Babylon ſaid, I will aſcend 
into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the ſtars 


of Gop: I will be /ike the moſt high;” yet what 
was the anſwer of Goo to him? * Thou. ſhalt be 
brought down to hell *. The king of Tyre's heart 


was lifted up, and he ſaid, I am a God and 
fit in the ſeat of Gop.“ But what ſaith Gop to 


him ? Thou ſhalt be a nan, and no God, in the 
hand of him that fayeth thee T.“ The Pope like» 


wiſe, as St. Paul foretold, * exalteth himſelf above 
all that is called God or that is worſhipped, ſhew- 


ing himſelf that he is Gop.* But the moſt high 
ſhall *deftroy him with the brightneſs of his com- 


ing f.“ Thus will he abaſe all that deal in pride 
and bring down their high looks. They that would 
be like Gop, being lifted up with pride, ſhall fall 
into the condemnation of the devil. Tho” the 


Ju, be high, yet hath he reſpect to the lowly; 
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but the proud he knoweth afar off ||” He frowns 
upon them add will bring ſhame and deſtruction 
upon them. Let us not think of ourſelves, then, 
more bighly than we ought to think, but be clothed: 

with humility ;? for in the fight. of Gob we are. 
leſs than nothing and vanity.” 


3. The. condeſcenſion of Gop affords much com- 
fort to his people. 


Rejoice, my Brethren, in the "ETA IR notice 
Gop taketh of you. The higheſt and greateſt of 
beings vouchſafes to regard you. Tho' you are 
poor, and mean, and men overlook you; tho? your. 
| 'brethfen hate you and your friends go far from. 
you; yet Gop looketh down from his majeſtic throne. 
upon you. Amidſt the infinite variety of his works, 
you are not overlooked, Amidſt the nobler ſervi- 
ces of ten thouſand times ten thouſand ſaints and 
angels, not one. of your fervent prayers or humble 
| groans eſcapes his ear. What a ſatisfaction ſhould 

it be to you, in every place and citcumſlance of- 
life, to reflect, that the high and lofty one beholds 
you and takes care of you! What a noble canſo- 
lation doth it afford, to be able to ſay with the 
Pſalmiſt, or rather with our bleſſed Lord bimſelf, 
*.] am poor and needy, yet the Lord fHinbeth upon 
me . This honour, have all the ſaints. And well 
may we fay with Moſer, Happy art thou, O 
Thael !- who is like unto. thee, O people ſaved of : 
the Bord“ 


| * How trongly. ſhould this l of. Go 
| atiract our hearts to. him, and make our gratitude. 
and love to him warm and conſtant. 


Afﬀability . 
[Plato zii. 6. e Palm al. 72. 
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Affability and condeſcenſion in men beget affec- 


tion and eſteem. And ſhall not the infinite conde- 


ſcenſion of Gon inflame our love to him? He 
draws us to himſelf with the cords of Love,” and 
they muſt be ſtupid and obdurate, who. can refiſt the 
mighty attraction. Doch he ſtoop ſo low as to. viſit 
man; to magnify | the ſon of man; to viſit him 
every morning and do him good every moment? And. 
ſhall we feel no emotions of. gratitude Ke, af who. 


is the beſt as well as the greateſt of beings; in 


whom we live and move, and who hath done ſo 
much to promote our everlaſting happineſs.? Doth 
he ſo graciouſly regard ſuch little, inſignificant, 
ſinful creatures, as we are, and make each of us as 
much his care, as if, there were no other creature. 
for him to regard? Awaken then, O my thoughtleſs. 
heart, and cheriſh the greateſt love for him. Let 
me never . abuſe his condeſcending goodneſs by a 
wanton neglet; but love him ſo much the more, 
the more he diſcovers the exceſs of his love. 


5. Let us learn to imitate the condeſcenſion 9 
Gop. 


Let me exhort thoſe of you, who are diſtinguiſhed | 
by your fortune and rank in life, or by your au- | 
thority over others, as parents or maſters, that you 
be courteous, kind and obliging: that you honour - 
all men, treat your loweſt inferiours with civility 
and kindneſs; and thus, as St. Paul exhorteth, * con- 
deſcend to men of low eſtate .“ Pity- and viſit the 
poor, as Gop doth; and do what you can to 


raiſe them out of the duſt. Enter tenderly into 
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the concerns of your inferiours and ſhow kindneſs 
to all men. To be friendly and affable to all; and 
ſtoop with a grace, is to be polite, to be a gen- 
tleman ; yea, what is better, it is to be a chriſ- 
tian; to be ſo far like Gop. Condeſcenſion is not 
meanneſs. The very word implies dignity. As you 
owe more to Gop than others, for his bounty to 
you, ſhow your pratitude this way. By kindneſs 
and condeſcenſion you will be eſteemed and be- 
loved; for before honour is humility; and he 
that dembleck himſelf fhall be exalted.“ Would 
you be truly great? the way is to © become the 
ſervant of all *:“ For the greateſt and beſt of alt 
beings is the moſt condeſcending; and © blefſed be 
his holy name from _ time forth and for ever 
more! Amen. | 1 
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The e of Gon in chuſing our 
Inheritance. 


PTS. > 


" P8ALM xlvii. 4. 
- uh hall chaſe our Wee for Us, n—_—  * 


SENSE ofthe divine care AK 8 bath 9 ; 
ia all ages the ſupport of the church and the 
conſolation of good men. No thought can enter into 
the mind of man, better adapted to promote its pie« 
ty and peace, than this; that the world is under the 
government of Goo, and all the events of our lives 
under the direction of his providence. It is therefore 
with, great propriety that this thought is frequently 
inculcated upon us in ſeripture; and it is neceſſary 
that minilters ſhould often remind their hearers of it, 
if they deſire to be belpers of their holineſs. and their 
joy. You have been often reminded of it, Brethrens 
and I am this day to call your attention again to it. 
— The Pſalmiſt had been, ia the name of the 
church, celebrating Gon's appearances for them, and 
directing them to take ſhelter in his continued guar- 
dianſhip. He encourages them to hope, that Gon. 
would * ſubdue the people under them; (v. 3.) the 
_ Philiftines and the remainder of the Canaanites, who 
| had not yet been conquered. And he adds, in: the 
text, © he ſhall chuſe our inheritance for us.“ Gov 


ES Had 
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had already choſen Canaan for their inheritance; e- 
ven the excellent land, which he gave to Jacob, whom 
he laved. But whereas the whole of it was not yet 
conquered, and the ſtate of what they poſſeſſed was 
much unſettled, he animates their faith in Goo, that 
he would chuſe and determine who ſhould be ſettled- 
in the remainder of the. land, and would order, in 
wiſdom and goodneſs, the various circumſtances and 
events of their lives. So that the words are applica- 
ble to every good man, and may naturally be conſider- 
ed as the language of * heart. — 1 — ä 
endeavour, | 


I. To illuſtrate the temper expreſſed in FR text, 


II. Urge it by ſome motives — and then conclude 85 
with a proper improvement of the ſubject. I am, 


IT. To illuſtrate the temper expreſſed in the text; 
or confider What the words import. | 


| Now they naturally expreſs a belief-of the pro-. 

vidence of Gop — of its peculiar concern. for good 

men and a . Toulon: to * its determina- 

tions.. | 

1. The text exproſſth. a belief of the providence. 
f God: 


That he takes notice of and rules over the con- 
cerns of all his creatures; not. only the affairs of 
kingdoms and nations, but of particular perſons. The 
world is not governed entirely by mechanical laws, 
but by the, conſtant interpoſition and energy of the 
great creator, A belief of this truth is ſupported by 
the ſtrongeſt arguments; by what we daily ſee of the 


inſtin&s and appetites of living creatures z the gravi- 
ge tation. 


< 
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to the earth: by many wonderful events, that hap- 
pen contrary to what might be expected from the ap- 
pearances of things: the . of ſecret wicked 
neſs: the infatuation of wiſe counſels; and many 
turns and changes in the affairs of nations and par- 
ticular. perſons. The ſcripture frequently aſſerts this, 
and thereby lays a ſolid foundation for our faith, 

There we are informed, that Gop doth not rule over 
nations only, or a part of the earth, but that his 
kingdom ruleth over all: that * all the ways of the 
children of men are before the eyes of the Lord: that 


his providence extends to particular perſons; the cir- 
cumſtances and occurrences of their lives; yea to thoſe 


things which are moſt caſual: that * not a Sparrow 5 
falleth io the ground without him; that the hairs of 
our heads are numbered; that the lot is caſt into the 
lap, but the di/po/al is of the Lord. A belief of this, 


our text expfeſſeth, and it is perfeAly jaſt and rea- 
| ſonable. It intimates further, 


— 


2. That providence hath a peculiar concern ſor ; 


| ——_ men, and is exerciſed towards them with . 8 


care, tenderneſs and N 


This is agreeable to our Lord's argument: when | 


he had affected, that providence extendeth itſelf even 
to birds and flowers; he inquires; © are not ye much 


better than they ?? Will not providence particularly 
intereſt itſelf in the concerns of rational creatures; 


and more eſpecially of good men? Tho? Gop cau- 
ſeth his ſun to ariſe, and, his rain to deſcend, on the 
evil ** as- the good, and anſwers his own, pur- 
es || . poles 


3 
7 ; e 
$ - 


tation of matter, or the tendency of all heavy bodies 


f 
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poſes by many favours ſhewn to his enemies; yet he 
is peculiarly good to Jrael, to them that are of 
a clean heart.“ Beeauſe he is the righteous Lord, he 
muſt love righteouſneſs, and take particular care of 
thoſe who practiſe it. So it is ſaid * the eyes of 
the Lord run to and fro through all the earth; but 
it is to ſhew himſelf ſtrong in the behalf of them 
whoſe heart is perfeZ with him“. Hence we meet 
with ſuch declarations as theſe: * his eyes are upon 
the righteous; he withdraweth not his eyes from them : 
be keepeth the feet of his aint. The fteps of a 
good man are ordered by the Lord; and all his paths 
are mercy and truth to. them that fear him.“ Theſe 
declarations are confirmed by thehiftories of the bi- 
ble, and by many appearances of providence in be- 
| half of good men in latter ages; directing them in 
their difficulties; anſwering their prayers; giving ſud- 
den turns to their minds, in caſes where they were 
running into ſin or calamity. He chuſes their in- 
| heritance upon proper conſiderations, and with a re- 
gard to their beſt intereſt, It is a ſeleR inheritance, 
which he - chuſeth for them; ſuch. as may appear 
on the whole moſt conducive to their happineſs; | 
and conſequently moſt expreſſive of his love and 
care. And indeed the government of the whole 
| warld is adminiſtered and exerciſed, with a pecu- 
lar regard to the righteous. 


3. The text expreſſeth a WP" conſent to > Gov! s 
determinations, 


Not only a belief that he will chuſe for his peo- 


ple, but an entire, chearful aczuiz/cence in his choice : | 


2 Chron, xvi, 9, 
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as if the Pſalmiſt had ſaid, let him do it: I take 
- pleaſure in the thought, and heartily acquieſce in 
the choice at all adventures.“ On this belief of 
the providence of Gop is founded a concurrence of 
the foul with its determinations, and a humble chear- 
fol refignation to the divine will. I would ſubmit 
the choice of my inheritance and the events of 
my life to God. I would not chuſe for myſelf 
without him. I would diligently attend to proper 
means and weigh every prudential conſideration ; but 
the final determination is in Gop's hand; andIam 
pleaſed that it is ſo. Nevertheleſs not as I will, but 
as thou wilt. Here I am, let the Lerd do with me 
al en good in his fight ' —This temper then in- 
cludes the 1 important virtues of humility, patience and 
contentment. It includes a frame of ſpirit, ſuited to a 
perſuaſion of an over-ruling providence. This per- 
ſuaſion is expreſſed and ſtrengthened by daily, fervent 
prayer; and there is to be nothing ia the actions 
or words contrary to it or inconſiſtent with it: no 
impatience, fretfulneſs or diſcontent allowed : no un- 
lawful methods uſed to mend our circumſtances, or 
extricate us out of any difficulty, And if the rebel- 
heart is diſpoſed to murmur, it muſt be checked and 
reſtrained by reſolution, watchfulneſs and prayer. 
This may ſuffice to illuſtrate the temper expreſſed in 
the text. It includes a firm belief of the providence 
Gop that good men are the objects of its pe- 
car attention and care —— and a hearty conſent 
all its determinations, - 1 go on, 


U. To recommend to you, and urge you to cul- 
tivate, this temper : K , 


1 


Sa >; 
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This humble chearful. ſubmiſſiog to the determina- 
tions of providence, and a cordial, willingneſs. that 
Gop ſhould chuſe our inheritance, or the ſeveral cir- 
cumftances of our lives. And here conſider, we ate 
not able to chuſe for ourſelves Goo is moſt fit 
to chuſe for us He haih choſen well for us al- 
ready and therefore we ſhould truſt him — and 


till we do ſo, our minds can never be eaſy. 


1. We are not able to chuſe for ourſelves. 


The pride of our hearts may ſometimes make us 


| queſtion the truth of this affertion : but mouroful 


experience will ſooner or later inconteſtibly. prove it. 
Nay, that very pride will ſoon produce ſuch an ex- 
perience. For it leads men to hurry on blindly and 
haſtily, without uſing prudence and deliberation in 
laying - their ſchemes, and without confidering and 
adviſing with others, how to.-execute them. Our 
ignorance renders us unfit to chuſe. We ſee but a 
little way before us; and cannot diſcern the end 


from the beginning. This appears from hence, that 


in many caſes we are obliged to conſult and take 
advice of others. And why doth Solomon obſerve, 
that * in the multitude of counſellors there is ſafety, 4 
but becauſe one may ſee, eſpecially in complicated 
affairs, what another doth not; may have ſuperiour.” 


ſagacity, or knowledge of the world and experience? 


So that if a man hath no counſellor but himſelf 4 


he can ſcarcely- be ſafe in purſuing important 
ſchemes. . Solomon alſo obſerveth, that. a man know= _ 


eth not what is good for himſelf in this vain life.“ 
Every. one, who hath made careful obſervations on 
his. own affairs, or on human life, will ſay with thes 
n Prophet, 
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prophet, * O Lord, I know that the way of men is 
not in kim/elf;, that it is not in man that walketh to 
direct his ſteps . Another thing which renders 
us unfit to chuſe for-ourſelves is, that we are apt to 
judge by ght and ſenſe; to fix upon that which is 
agreeable at preſent, without conſidering its remote 
conſequences, Men are apt to be partial in their 
own Caſes, and thro* the prevalency of ſelf love, to 
chuſe that which would be injurious to others or in- 
conſiſtent with the general good. Our knowledge is 
limited to a few objects, and we ſee thoſe imperſectly. 
We cannot look into futurity, and have many falſe 
biaſſes upon our judgment. We have often found. 
_ ourſelves miſtaken, and been forced to acknowledge, 

that we have made a bad choice. Hence there is ſo. 
much work. for repentance, So that on the whole, 

there is a great deal of truth in the obſervation of. 
a pious writer, that * if God would ſtudy a cloſe,. 

quick and certain way. of being revenged upon a. 
he needs but open his ores, | and bid him. 


clauſe for himſelf. 
2. God is moſt fit to chuſe for us. 


For his underſtanding is infinite, his wiſdom per- 
fe, his judgment unerring. No caſe can poſſibly 

ariſe which will puzzle him; nor can he have any 
biaſs upon bis mind to act wrong. Of him it is 
ſaid, that he doth declare the end from the be- 
inning, and knoweth from ancient times the things | 
that are not. yet done +.* He hath all his ſchemes before 

him, and ſees every affair, of every creature, in every 
inte 3 and com bination. He knows 


| how 


E Jer, 2 X., 23. 1 Ifa, xvi. 10. 


40 | The Providence of God in Dif. Te. 


how to come to the end in the 87% way; moſt eaſy 
to us and moſt advantageous to our true intereſt. 
lle fees the connexion of our affairs with thoſe of . 
others; and he alone is equal to the mighty province 
of adjaſting the various interfering intereſts of man- 
kind, He knows our frame, temper and inclirations; 
and how they may be altered by our advancing fur- 
ther in life, or by various occurrences, which we can- 
not foreſee. He perhaps knows, that what we chuſe 
now, we ſhall diſlike then; and what e chuſeth for 
us, tho” now diſagreeable, will then be approved. by 
us. He knows what is beſt for us upon the whole; 
taking in every circumſtance of life, and extending 
his views to our eternal ſtate. — And as he is a righ- 
teous and good being, as well as infinitely wiſe, he 
cannot wiſh us ill, delight in our miſery or put us 
to any needleſs pain and uneaſineſs. — Beſides, he 
hath graciouſly promiſed. to chuſe and determine for 
thoſe, who, by faith and prayer, humbly commit 
themſelves to him. The meek will he guide in 
judgment, and the meek will he reach his way. In 
all thy ways e him, and he ſhall rect 
thy paths.“ J add, 


3. Gon wich " os 4 for us erg, and 
therefore we ſhould truſt him. 


This appears from the many favours he hath 
| beſtowed upon us, and the goodneſs and mercy that 
have followed us all our days, He hath choſen 
well for us all; an inheritance in a land of plenty 
and liberty; where the light of the goſpel ſhines 
around us, and. where we have the free uſe of bibles 
and chriſtian ordinances, In 000 reſpect we have all 


reaſon 
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reaſon to acknowledge, * the lines are fallen to us 
in pleaſant places, and we have a poodly heritage . 
There are none of us but have many ſocial and 
relative comforts: and it is an inſtance of his wiſdom 
and goodneſs, that, in moſt caſes, the minds of men 
are ſoon and eaſily reconciled to the inconveniency 
of their fituation, houſes and callings; yea oftentimes 
they come to take pleaſure in that, which at firſt they 
thought an evil. There are few. who have walked 
with Gop, and given themſelves to prayer, but have 
experienced ſome remarkable appearances of provi- 
| dence for them. Gop hath anſwered their prayers 
in ſome nice and critical conjunctures, and they 
have obſerved the loving kindneſs of the Lord. If 
we are Chriſtians indeed, he hath choſen for us an 
inheritance infinitely glorious and delightfal. He 
hath not only given us an inheritance among the 
| diſciples and fervants of Chriſt, but an inheritance 
in his love, as our covenant-Gop and father in 
and thro? his ſon. The Lord himſelf is the portion 
of our inheritance, and his grace maintaineth our lot.? 
Vea it is his good pleaſure to give us the king- 
dom; even an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled 
and that fadeth not away. And ſhall we not truſt 
him, and leave him to chuſe and determine all the 
circumſtances and events of our lives? — Once 
more, | 


4» Our minds can never be eaſy, till we leave 
it to Gop to chuſe for us. 


So will have li: choice, whether we leave it 
to him or no. For thus he hath declared by the 
1 Laial, Mm counſel ſhall ſtand, and [ will 
do 

+ Pole : xvi, 6. 
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do all ay: pleaſure f. If men will not "TOPTY ſub- 
mit to him, he may, according to another expreſſion 
of that prophet, © chuſe their delu/cons ;* ſuffering them, 
in the greatneſs of their. pride and. folly, to,go aſtray 
and run headlong into ruin for both worlds. It- 
is therefore the wiſeſt, ſafeit way to acquieſce;. | 
elſe we ſhall only perplex ourſelves ; and the more 
bent we are upon having our own way, the more 
trouble and diſappointment we ſhall meet with. 
If children will not ſuffer their parents to carve 
for them, but will do it for themſelves, they will 
ſoon cut their own. fingers. If we humbly leave 
the matter to God, attend to our duty and fol- 
lew the leadings of his providence, a delightful 
ſerenity will diffoſe itſelf over the mind: A bleſſed 
evenneſs of temper will take place, A ſteady re- 
liance upon providence will give firmneſs. to our re- 
ſolution, and ſtrength to our hope. It will pluck, 
out the ſting of afflidtion and take away the hor- 
ror. of death. If ye will not believe, ſaith the 
prophet, ſurely ye ſhall not be #ab/i/hed.” He 
Whoſe heart is fixed, truſting in the Lard, ſhall 
not be afraid of evil tidings.“ Accordingly Solomon 
exhorts, commit thy work unto the Lord and thy 
thoughts ſhall be fabliſied t. Thou wilt keep. 
him in perfect peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed: on thee, 
becauſe he truſteth ina thee,* A chearful reſignation 
to Gop to chuſe for us, entitles us to the comfort 
and benefit of theſe and many. more exceeding . 
great and precious promiſes — Our ignorance of 
what is beſt for ourſelves —— the infinite wiſdom 
00 n and the gracious: * of God 
the. 
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—— the kind choice he hath already made for us 
—— and the great ſatisfafton ariſing from truſting 
to his choice and acquieſcing in it, ſhould lead us 
to cheriſh the temper expreſſed in our text. Let me 
now add ſome reflections from che faded. 


APPLICATION. 


Let us own Gov? s choice in every agreeable 
renate of life. 


When we take a ſerious view of hs benefits with- 
which we are daily loaded, and thoſe circumſtances 
which tend to make our lives. comfortable, we muſt 
each acknowledge, on the whole, that Gop hath cho- 
| ſen avell for us: in many inſtances, better than our 

expectation; and in all, better than our deſerts. When 
we find comfort in our ſettlements, our houſes, our i 
relations, our worldly circumſtances, let us aſcribe it to 
the good providence of Gop and adore the father 
of mercies for it. Let us not ſay, © ny wiſdom con- 
trived this 3 my ſagacity ſought it out; my power ef- 
fected ĩt. This i is nonſenſe, as well as impiety. Re- 
ca wo who gave you your wiſdom, ſagacity: and 
ower: * Who maketh thee to differ from another, and 
what haſt thou that thou haſt not received? Let us 
bleſs him, who rad us counſe] and direQtion, and 
lift up our thankful hearts to Gop moſt high, who 
performeth all things for. us.” 


2. Let us humbly * in whatever is diſ- 
agreeable, 


Many of Gop's determinations may, and will, 
{appear in MTS to ſuch weak and ignorant 


creatures 
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creatures as we are; creatures ſo foud of our own 
ſchemes, and ſo conceited of our own abilities. Thoſe 
things which are directly calculated to produce the 
peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs, may be for the pre/ent 
not joyous, but giievous. Here then is the grand point 
of religion; to ſubmit our wills to the will of Gop; 
and to believe every thing he orders to be for the 
beſt, and acquĩeſce in it as fuch, tho' we cannot 
at preſent ſee it to be ſo, Chriſtians, have you 
not ſolemnly and frequently referred the matter 
to him? Have you not often ſaid, is it not the lan- 
guage of every player, Father in heaven, y will 
be done?” and will you be diſpleaſed with that 
will? Have you left it to Gop * chuſe, and will 
you be angry with his choice? Will any teach 
Go p knowledge?“ It is only if need be, that he 
chuſeth what is diſagreeable io you at preſent, 
and what you would have been glad to have been 
excuſed from. It is to prepare you for the hea- 
venly inheritance, which he hath graciouſly choſen 
for yau. The ſtrict diſcipline of a ſchool is pain- 
ful to. your children; but you, who are wiſer - than 
they, know that - it is neceſſary to fit them for 
uſefulneſs in life, and the proper management of 
the ſubſtance or eſtate you intend for them; and 
therefore you do not remove them from this diſci- 
| pline. And doth not your heavenly father know what 
is beſt for val, as well as you know, in many ca- 
ſes, what is beſt for your children? Would you 
have him deal worſe by von, than you do by them? 
 Hath he not promiſed, that * all things ſhall work 
together for your good ?? It ſhall be ſo in fact, but 
we do not know kow and indeed that is none of 

our 
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our, befibeſs That is Gop's part. Our's 1s humble, 
dutiful- ſubmiſſion. Do you not ſee that he ap- 
points all bis other children to afflictions; and 
appointed Jeſus, his beſt beloved ſon, to a large 
ſhare of them? Sd that © Gop dealeth with you as 
his children.“ Labour then, and learn, in auhar- 
ever ſtate you arc, therewith to be content ; yea 
in . thing to give thanks, ſince this is the will 
of Gov ia Chriſt Jeſus concerning you.“ 


3. Let us never allow ourſelves to be anxious about 
future events. | 1755 


Some doubts will often ariſe in our winds, and 
tormenting fears ſometimes prevail: But they ſhould 
be reſolutely checked with this thought, © my times 
are in Gop's hands, and he careth for me.“ Do 
you fear any painful event? Think with your- 
ſelves; Is this an affair in which Gop will not 
chuſe for me? Or is it an affair in which he will 
chuſe otherwiſe than well? Can infinite wiſdom 
be miſtaken ? Can perfect goodneſs intend me evil? 
Have I left my eternal intereſts with Gop, and 
can I not truſt him with thoſe of time? Bluſh, * 
O my ſoul, at ſuch a ſhameful inconſiſtency. Re- 
member, my Brethren, that anxiety is vain and fruit- 
leſs; that there cannot be greater folly than to an- 
ticipate afflictions, and bring the evil of the mor- 
row upon the day, when that of the day is /uffici- 
ent for all our Rrength and patience. Remember 
likewiſe, that i it is impoſlible for us in many caſes 
to pronounce, whether any circumſtance or event 


will be good or bad in-its ultimate tendency. If 


it be * God's chuſing, we may be ſure it will be 
good, 
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good. Let us not then admit a thought of anxi- 
ety; but wait on the Lord, be of { courage, 
and he will ſtrengthen our hearts.“ In order to 
ſupport a patient, compoſed, chearful ſpirit, let us 
live near to Gop by the daily exerciſes of fervent 
prayer; and eſpecially pray, that he would * fulfil 
in vs the good pleaſure of his goodneſs and the 
work of faith with power;* and help and cure the 
remainder of unbelief, which is the foundation of all 
our ſorrows, fears and . 


Let me conclude the diſcourſe with mentioning 
a few inſtances, in which we ſhould leave it to 
rk to chuſe our inheritance for us, and ſhewing, 
how our faith ſhould work with regard to each. 


© God ſhall fix the bounds of my. habitation, and 
chaſe where my lot ſhall be caſt: In what coun- 
try, town or neighbourhood ; whether near my friends 
and the houſe of Gov, or at a diſtance'from them: 
Whether my habitation ſhall be pleaſant and com- 
modious, or otherwiſe. ** Lord, it matters little, if 
] have but thy preſence: for thy preſence will make 
any houſe as the bouſe of r and any place as 
the gate of heaven.“ 
Soo hull chuſe The flats ö my worldly fub- 
Fance: Whether it ſhall be greater or leſs: Whe- 
ther I ſhall keep, or loſe, what I have; get more 
or labour in vain. I know, that a man's life con- 


ſiſteth not in the abundance of the things he poſ- 


ſeſſeth; that greatneſs, ſplendour and wealth are not 
happineſs. It he chuſeth riches for me, I hope he 


will give me grace to eſcape the ſuares of them; 
that PE may not periſh, as thouſands do, by that Tweet 


Poiſon. 
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iſon. If I am in ſtraits and neceſſities, may I be 


rich in faith, and an heir of the kingdom; and 
then, having nothing, I ſhall poſſeſs all things!” 


„God ſhall ehufe what relutive comforts I ſhall 
enjoy or loſe: Whether my children and friends 
ſhall live or die: Whether I ſhall enjoy their com- 


pavy, and converſe, or whether lover and friend 


ſhall be put far from me, and my acquaintance 
into darkneſs or diſtreſs. Mine is a partial fond- 
neſs; but he knows what is beſt for them and 
for me. He knows whether my affeQtion may not 
change, or theirs: Whether they ſhall hereafter 
prove comforts or croſſes to me. I leave it there. 
fore ro him to chuſe. Let the Gop of ty ſpi- 
rits of all 'fleſh determine,” 

* Gop ſhall chuſe what degrees of health "e) 
capacity for ſervice I ſhall enjoy. © He is my 
life and the length of my days.” If he takes away 
my health, that beſt-earthly heritage, and weakens 
my ſtrength. in the way, his will” be done! If he 
appoints me weariſome nights, his. preſence can pe- 
netrate the darkneſs, and his comforts delight my 
ſoul, If he knows I ſhall grow proud of my health, 
and ſpend my ftrength in ſin and vanity, let him 
take them away! and rather let me wear out with 
pining ſickneſs, and go mourning: to the grave, 
than have my good things in this life, and de 
tormented for ever in the next.” | | 


_ © God. ſhall chuſe whether my abode on th | | 


ſhall be longer or ſhorter, I know he will keep 


me in this diſtant world no longer than he hath 
work for me to do; and I would patiently wait 
my father's time. When he calls me to the grave, 


. 5 1 
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J would anſwer and ſay, Here I am, Lord: now 
letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace.” Let Chriſt 
but be magnified in my body by life or death: 
Let me but be ſerving him ſomewhere; it matters 
comparatively little where; in this world or another. 
His ſervice, makes a heaven upon earth; and hea- 
'ven 1s but ſerving him more perfectly than I can do 
here. 

Finally. God mall chuſe my inheritance in the 
other world: In what particular ſtation and employ- 
ment I ſhall be fixed. He hath ſpoken good con- 
cerning his ſervants in general: and I am not 
anxious about the particulars. Chriſt is gone to 
provide me a manſion in his father's houſe; and 
J leave it to him, who hath the key of it, to de- 
termine. in what part of the houſe my abode ſhall 
be, I know it will be near himſelf; that it will 
be a rich, glorious, everlaſting inheritance; and the 

meaneſt is quite too good for ſuch a worm and 

ſuch a ſinner as I am. In each of theſe reſ- 

pes, Lord, I am all- ſubmiſſion to y will. 1 

hope what hath now been ſaid hath ſtrengthened 

this reſolution in me, (and may the Lord confirm 

it thro' the whole of my future life) that 1 will 
| be anxious about nothing; but in every thing by 
prayer, and. ſupplication,. with thankſgiving, make 
known my requeſts to him. And then the peace of 
Gov, which paſſeth all underſtanding, ſhall keep 
my heart and mind thro' Chriſt Jeſus *.“ Amen. 


'® Phil, iv, 6, 7. 
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. of our Unworthineſs of Gop's Mercies, 
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Y, am om evorthy of the leaft of all the mercies, and of 
all the rath, which thou haſt ns wato ths. 
firwant ; —= ; 


T is with great i pleaſure that the mind traces the 
remains of antiquity ;. eſpecially thoſe recorded 
in the -biſtories of Moſes, which are many hundred 
years older than any other now extant. The ſim- 
plicity of the patriarchal life is an agreeable object 
of contemplation ; and the devout temper, which holy 
men manifeſted in thoſe days on various occaſions, de- 
ſerves to be conſidered; and it-is our duty to cultivate 
and ſhow the ſame. The ſentiment and diſpoſition, 
which Jacob expreſſeth in the text, is highly pro- 
per for us to maintain at all times; eſpecially when 
we are approaching to God in the exerciſes of de- 
votion. — Jacob was now returning to his father's 
houſe from his long reſidence with his uncle Later. 
Gop had bleiſed him with a numerous family and a 
large ſtock of .cattle ; and favoured bim with ſome 
peculiar manifeſtations of his preſence, But he was 
now in a very diſtrefling ſituation. He had ſent a 
8. civil meſſage to his brother Eſau, to give him an ac- 
N count of his return and his circumſtances. He was 
95 i. D informed 


ö 
| 
| 
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informed by the meſſenger, that Zan was coming 
to meet him with four hundred men. Upon this, 
we are told, (verſe 7-) Jacob was greatly afraid 
and diltrefſed :* afraid, leſt his brother ſhould deſtroy 
him, bis wives and children, or plunder him of 
his ſubſtance. . Under this diftreſs he applies him- 
ſelf to Gop by earneſt prayer; acknowledges for- 
mer inſtances of his goodneſs. and care; pleads the 
gracious promiſes he had given him, and mixeth 
with his acknowledgments and pleas, thoſe very 
affecting Expreſſions of his own gunworthineſs which 
we find in the text. I am not worthy' or (as 
the word is rendered in the margin) I am % than 
all the mercies; or 4ſt than the leaſt of all the 
mercies; utterly unworthy of the ſmalleſt favour 
thou haſt beſtowed upon me, and of all the 
truth, which thou haſt ſhewed unto thy ſervant.” 
In treating this ſubject I ſhall, 


I. Shew how reaſonable it is, that we ſhould | 
maintain a deep and humble ſenſe of our unwor- 
thiveſs of divine mercies. And, 


II. Point out to you ſome of the advantages, which 
will ariſe from ſuch a temper. —-I am, 

I. To ſhow the reaſonableneſs of maintaining a 
humble ſenſe of our own unworthineſs of divine 
mercies—And this 1 think will beſt appear by con- 
ſidering, on the one hand, how many and great 
our mercies have been—and, on the other, how 
'often we have abuſed and forfeited them. Let us, 


1. Conſider how many and Sreat our merejes 
here been, . 
JT ped 


Diſ. 4. Unworthing/; of divine Mercies, 51 


Jacob, you ſee, laid a ſtreſs on this thought, 
when he ſpeaks of al! the mercies and all the 
truth which Gop had ſhowed to him.“ You ſee 
likewiſe, that be traced up all his comforts and en- 
joyments to Gop, as the author: conſidered them 
as the effect of his mercy and goodneſs, and the 
fulfilling of his promiſe; in which reſpect he called 
them his zrurh, or the effects of his truth and faith- 
fulneſs. And no doubt Jacob upon this occaſion 
recollected, as fully and particularly as he could, 
all the benefits he had received from the Gop of 
his fathers. And thus muſt we do, in order to be 
thoroughly - ſenſible of our unworthineſs. For the 
greater and more numerous our mercies appear to 
have been, the more humble ſenſe we are likely | 
to maintain of ourſelves. It would be too copious | 
a ſubje& to enter upon the detail of the mercies, 
even the moſt important mercies, which we have 
| received from our bountiful creator. It will I hope 
be ſufficient in this connexion, to remind you of 
' thoſe general mercies we have received; each of 
which comprehbends innumerable branches. —Think 
then, my Brethren, of the mercies which are com- 
mon to us as men; of our ſhape and form; the plea- 
ſure we derive from our ſenſes, and the capacity 
which our ſeveral limbs and organs give us for 
ſervicę and enjoyment. Let us think of the powers 


li the mind; of judging, chuſing, refleging upon 


our actions; the capacities of diſcernment, memory 
and recollection. Let us think of the bountiful 
manner in which our wants have been ſupplied; 
of our food and raiment, our babication, and every 

| thing chat is eaſy and comfortable in our ſituations, 


D 2 gaallings 


52 Jacos's Acknowledgment of his Dif. 4. 


callings and circumſtances, Let us think of our 
relative mercies; the comforts we derive from our 


connexions and friendſhips, our commerce and con- 


verſation with one another.—Let us think, as another 
head of mercies, of our priviledges as Britons ; our 
climate and ſituation; that our lot is caſt in a 
happy land and amidſt the greateſt advantages which 
that land ever enjoyed; of the ſecurity of our lives, 


lüiberties and properties under good laws and a righ- 
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teous adminiſtration; the domeſtick peace and plenty 
we enjoy, and the comfortable proſpe& we have of 


the continuance of theſe bleſſings to us and our 
poſterity. —Let us eſpecially think upon that mercy 


of mercies, Jeſus Chrift, and the bleſſings of the glo- 


Tious goſpel with which we are favoured ; both what 
we enjoy, and what we hope for, in conſequence of 
it. God hath ſent his dearly beloved ſon to inftruQ, 
redeem and fave us: to inſtruct us in the moſt impor- 
tant truths; to redeem us from the worſt enemies, and 
conduct us to everlaſting ſalvation. Let us think, what 


Aa mercy it is to have the holy ſcriptures in our hands; 


to enjoy the benefit of miniſterial labours and chriſtian 
ordinances, and the influences of the ſpirit to make 
them effectual for our good. What a mercy is it to 
know that we have the guardianſhip of angels, can 
come boldly to the throne of grace, and that nothing 
can exclude us from the divine favour and everlaſting 


life, but wilful impenitence and unbelief! But O, 


what tongue can expreſs the great goodneſs, the 
_ Ineſtimable mercies, which Gop hath prepared for his 
ſervants in the future world“ what he hath pro- 
- miſed and engaged to do for them, both for their 
bodies and ſouls hereafter and thro' eternity! We 
have * much —— of the divine truth in 

heario g 


bir. 4+  Unworthi neſs of divine Mercier. 57 
hearing our prayers and fulfilling its engagements * 
and have all deſirable aſſurance, that whatever Gov: 
hath promiſed he will perform. Now theſe mer- 
cies of Gop to us have been conſtant; new every 
morning. They contain a rich and infinite vari- 


ety, and when we would. count them, they are 
more than we can number,” 


2. Conſider on whom they have been beltowed.- 


| On. mean and ſinful creatures, Who have often 
abuſed and forfeited them 3 are beſtowed 
| on mean creatures. Man is indeed a noble crea» 
1 ture and of a high rank, when compared with the 
| brutes. But compare him with the angels of Gov, 
| thoſe great and holy beings, and how mean doth 
he appear! Compare him with a Gop of bound- 
leſs wiſdom and holineſs, and he ſhrinks into no. 
thing. And yet ſach a creature as this, Gov daily 
loadeth with his benefits. And he doth this, not- 
becauſe he is afraid of us, leſt we ſhould leſſen his 
happineſs; not becauſe he is indebted to us for 
any kindneſs or ſervice we have done him, but be- 
cauſe we are his-creatures, and our creator delight- 
eth in mercy, So that conſidering: ourfelves merely 
as creatures, we are unworthy of ſuch mercies as 
he hath beftowed upon us. — But this will eſpeci- 
ally appear, if we conſider ourſelves as faful crea- 
tures: When Jacob made the acknowledgment in 
the text, he no doubt recollected ſome inftances of 
his guilt, eſpecially towards his brother Bas; in 
defrauding him of his birthright and his father's 
prophetick bleſſing. And nothing will make this 
EINE” appear more reaſonable, or better 


D 3. diſpoſe: 
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diſpoſe us to make it, than a recolleQion of our 
many fins, Were we innocent creatures, Gop hath 
done more for us than we deſerve, Even angels 


muſt own, that this, is their caſe, But every one 


who knows any thing of religion and the law of 
Gop, muſt acknowledge that in many things we 
offend all.” Goodneſs of nature engages to acts of 
beneficence: but to continue or reſtore miſapplied, 
perverted favours, this is properly mercy. Let us con- 
ſider, how often we have forgotten Gop our maker 
and reſtrained prayer before him, or preſented it 


without any ſerious remembrance of him. Ho- 


many thouſands of his mercies have we overlooked ! - 
How many thouſands have we abuſed! What pride 
and confidence in the time of our proſperity | What 
impatience and fretfulneſs in the ſeaſon of adverſity} 
How often have we aſcribed our enjoyments to our 
own wiſdom and might, and never acknowledged. 
Gop as the giver of them, or only done it in a 
formal manner ! In how many thouſand inſtances 
ste we chargeable with lighting, diſregarding or 
miſimproving ſpiritual blefings! Conſcience, if it 
be attended to, will accuſe us of many tranſgreſſions. 
cf the law of Gop and negle&s of our duty, tho“ 
we could not call it grievous: of entertaining light 
thoughts of ſin and making free with temptations 
to it: of undervaluing Jeſus Chriſt and the bleſ- 
ſings of bis grace; trifling with the ordinances of 
his inftitution and doing the work of the Lord. 
negligently. It will aecuſe us of reſiſting and quench - 
iog the motions of the ſpirit of Goo, and being. 
deficient, in juſtice and charity to our fellow - crea- 
tures, and in the reſolute government of our appe- 
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tites, paſſions and deſires. Our iniquities, in ſhort, 
are more than we can number, and they are aggra- 
vated by our numberleſs obligations. And now, 
muſt not ſuch ſinful creatures have forfeited their 
mercies? and would Gop be unrighteous if he were 
to take them away? How unworthy then are we 
of them! In conſequence of rheſe' our inexcuſable 
tranſgreſſions, and this our ſhameful ingratitude, we 
ha we deſerved divine judgments and muſt acknow- 
ledge, it is of the Lord's mercies that we are not 
conſumed,” and ſent to the land of darkneſs, horror 
and deſpair, where mercy never comes, hope never 
dawns. So that we are ſb far from having any 
merit to plead: before Gov, that there is much de- 
merit in us. So far are we from being worthy of 
the leaſt of his mercies, that we are worthy to be 
puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction. And our lives | 
being prolonged and our comforts continued are 
entirely owing to the amazing patience, indulgence 
and mercy of Gop.——So reaſonable then doth it 
appear, that we ſhduld maintain and expreſs, with 
Jacob in the text, a deep and humble ſenſe of our 
own unworthineſs of the leaſt of Gop's mercies. 
I proceed, : 


II. To ſhow the advantages ariſing from ſuch a 
temper, and what conſiderations and motives ſhould 
excite us to cultivate it. 


Now here I would obſerve, that it is a temper 
very pleaſing to Gop,—lt will diſpoſe us properly 
to receive and improve his mercies.—It will lead 
us to ſabmit to the goſpel- method of ſalvation.— It 
will promote our patience under the afflictions of. 
life—and excite our kindneſs and compaſſion to others. 
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1 It is a temper. very pleaſing to Gov, as it is 
highly becoming needy, dependent, guilty creatures. 


- It ought. to be the ambition and concern of 
every man to pleaſe Gop; for. in his favour is. /j ife.” 
Angels are happy, becauſe he approves them and. 
delights in them. What is the beſt diſpoſition. for 
creatures and ſinners, and what doth the Lord re- 
quire of us, but that we walk humbly, with Goo ? 
It is agreeable to a human benefactor to ſee his. 
favours received with humility | and: thankfulneſs : 
and we have many. places in feripture where the 
fountain of all good. exprefleth a complacency in 
thoſe who are humbly. ſenſible. of their own. un- 
- worthineſs. © Tho”: the Lord, he high, yet hath he 
reſpe& unto the /owly ;, but the proud he knoweth. 
afar off, and every one that is proud in heart is 
an abomination. to him.” Thus the Prophet de- 
clares, that the bigh and; loftx one that inhabi- 
teth eternity, dwelleth with him who is of a humble 
and contrite ſpirit. The ſacrifices of Gop are a 
broken heart; 'a broken. and contrite . ſpirit he will 
not deſpiſe.” He delighteth in the prayers that 
proceed from a humble heart and no other, See 
a remarkable inſtance of this in the ſtory of the 
Pharijee and Publican, The former appeared before 
' Gov, full of his own merits; and boaſted to God, 
how much better he was than others; how regular 
and punctual in his obſervance: of the rites of the 
Jaw. While the Publican, deeply conſcious. of his 
| own unworthineſs, with dewa- caſt eyes; ſaid, © Gop 
1 be merciful to me a fer: but he went down 
it to " n urn . e of GOD. n A 
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will likewiſe recolle& in this connexion, what high 
encomiums our bleſſed Lord paſſed upon the centuri - 
on, who ſaid, 7 am at worthy that thou ſhouldſt 
come under my roof. Further, Gon will ſhow ' 


by conferring more mercies on thoſe who maintain 
it. For thus. he hath declared, be that bum-- 
blech himſelf: ſhall” be exalted; and be giveth nere 
grace to the humble.“ We. cannot expect that Go 
ſhould pity: our indigent; finful condition, .-unleſs - 
we ourſelves are duly affected with it: and when 
wie become ſo, we are prepated for the beſt and 
greateſt mercies. When we ſee and acknowledge 
our own emptineſs and thus maniſeſt and increaſe 


our humility, we are beſt ee be Ae 
with all the fulneſs. of God.“ 


2. It will diſpoſe us _broperly to receive and im- 
prove his mercies: | 


For it: will promote a warm ſenſe 68 88 P 
and obligation, the bet principle of duty and obe- 
dience. It will lead us to - obſerve. the mercies of 
Gos, as they are beſtowed. ;z and to conſider © the 
importance and value of each of them. We ſhall 
receive them with thankfulneſs, as undeſerved bleſ- 
ſings ; be grateful for common mercies, yea for the 
ſmalleſt favour, becauſe we diſcern ourſelves unwor- 
thy of it. If we are ſo elated with pride as to 
think they are our due and that we have deſerved ' 
them at God's hand, we cannot be thankful for 
them, Baut this homility will heighten our ' grati- 
tude and lead us to give glory to Gop, by ac- 
 knowledgiog_ his. goodneſs and reminding ourſelves - 
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of our great and innumerable{ obli s to him 
The language of our hearts will be, what 


ſhall I render to the Losd for all his benefits ?” 
This will lead us. to enquire, why Gop beſtow-- 


eth / ſuch mercies upon us? what is the deſign- · 


of- the divine goodneſs,” and. what returns he 
expects from us? And a little reflection will con- 
vince us, that the goodneſs of Gos leadeth us to 
repentance; that all the bleflings of his providence 
and grace are ſo many talents. with which we are 


entruſted, and of which he expects a ſuitable im- 
provemeat. Why are ſuch favours ſhown to the un- 


worthy, but to diſplay and magnify the riches of: 


dtvine grace; and, lead thoſe, who are the objects 


of it, to walk. worthy of the Lord, and to be di- 
ligent in the work of a maſter, who dealeth ſo- 

kindly, and bountifully by his unworthy, ſervants ? 
Thus after St. Paul had expreſſed his unworthineſs. 
of divine merey, as a blaſphemer of Chriſt and a 
perſecutor of his church, he acknowledgeth, by the 
grace of: Gov IF am what I am:; and his grace 
beſtowed: upon me was- not in vain, but I laboured” 
more abundantly than they all *. To recommend” 
this humble ſenſe. of our own unworthinefs, let me 


15 further obſerves. 


„It will lead us to comply with. the AY 
nabe of ſalvation, 


It hach been well obſerved that: * revelation ſuppoſes: 
a corruption of the heart, as medical preſcriptions 
ſuppoſe a diſorder of the. body ;* agreeable:to Chriſt's 


obſervation that they who are whole need' not a 


phy ſician, 
22 Cor x xv. 9, 
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"phyſician, but they that are fick 5 who ſee and feel 
_ themſelves to be fo, and are ſenſible of their dan- 
ger. They and they only are deſirous of the re- 
medy. Men ſcoff at religion and devotion, and walk 
after their own luſts, becauſe they are proud and 
high-minded. They cannot digeſt the bumbling 
ſcheme of the. goſpel, which conſiders and addreſſeth 
men, as unworthy, ſinful creatures, and propoſeth 
to them ſalvation by. grace. The temper I am re- 
commending, is the belt preparative to receive the 
goſpel: for it is to be received as the free gift 
of God; as an act of divine grace. A deep ſenſe. 
of our. own unworthineſs will remove the princi- 
pal difficulties. that lie in the way of looking te 
Jeſus,” relying upon his righteouſneſs and merits 
for ſalvation, and not vpon our own. -If men thiok- 
themſelves worthy of theſe favours,. there needs no- 
other proof, that they have no part in the matter, 
But when the heart is truly humbled. under a con- 
ſciouſneſs of guilt and unworthinefs, then and then: 
only will Chriſt be welcomes Thus the Phariſees, 
who truſted. in themſelves that. they were ,rig/teous 
and deſpiſed others, rejected the counſeh of Go 
againſt themſelves,” And it. is the ſame wretched 
diſpoſition, which makes men now unwilling to come 
to Chriſt, that they may have life. When pride is 
mortified and we ſee our own unworthineſs, we ſhall. 
have full conviction of the wiſdom and grace of? 
God in requiring us. to approach him thro' a me- 
diator, and to depend upon the worthineſs and in- 
terceſſion of Jeſus for the acceptance of our prayers. 
We. iha!l not-thiok to barter with God": for- his be- 
| nefits- and deal with him oa the foot of merit; but, 
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diſclaiming all thoughts of that kind, ſhall * rejoice 

in Chriſt ſeſus;“ truſt in him; acknowledge ourſelves | 
 wuprofiiable ſervants, and © look for the mercy, of our i 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, unto eternal life. 1 


4. It will promote our ane under the aMic- 
tions of life, 


An impatient, complaiiiag temper bath generally 
its foundation in pride. It is a conceit of men's 
own worth and merits, that leads them ſometimes 

to ſay, Why ſhould I be afflicted more than others? 
Why am I not as healtby and as rich as ſuch and 
| ſuch perſons? Why is not my family as flouriſh- 
| Ing and proſperous as theirs?” On. the contrary, 
| the humble chriſtian's language is, *My health, my 
43 | ſubſtance, my children are bleſſings which I never- 
'F deſerved; which I. have often forfeited; and. there- 
| fore Gop is. juſt in taking them away. It is mercy: 
enough for ſuch a ſinner. as I am, te be in the 
| | land of the living and out of hell; and yet Goo. 
= - continueth many mercies to an unworthy creature, 
[ | Which he might alfo have taken away.“ Thus 7.6 
1 argued, * ſhall we receive good at the hand of the 
Lord,” unmerited, forfeited good, * and ſhall we 
not receive evil alſo , deſerved evil? In like man- 
ner it will promote our patience under injuries and. 
affronts from men. Whatever merit we may have 
before men, we have none before Gon, If we did 
not deferve ill treatment from them, we have de-. 
ſerved that and ten thoufand times worſe from him. 
Humility would lead us to acknowledge, that we, 
ow not deferve honour and kindneſs from men, and, 

| therefore. 


| 
| 
3 
1 I Job ii. 10, 
| 
' 
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therefore Gop is juſt in depriving us of them; 
however unjuſt the inſtruments of our hurt or re- 
proach may be. This temper, would teach the poor- 
eſt, contentment. with their lot. I am a finners 
and a finner amidſt ten thouſand  mercies: and 
ſhall I complain if I labour and fare hard, and 
want the conveniences of liſe? All on this ſide 
hell is too good for me.. —— When David had 
taken away Mephibeſherh's eſtate upon a charge 
of treaſon, be ſays, * all my Father's houſe were 
but as dead men before my Lord the King: yet 
didſt thou ſet thy ſervant among them that did eat 
at thy table: what- right have I therefore to "Cry. any 
more to the King * ?“ Thus when, we conſider 
what we are, and what our father's houſe, and 
"how many ſignal. blefings Gop hath beſtowed, vp» 


on us, we ſhall ſay, * what right hare I to com- 
Wy Once- more, 


. It will excite our compaſion me kindaefs to 
| others | + 


A due conviction of our own ee will 
promote an obliging diſpoſition and. carriage. A 
high look, haughty airs and an imperions treatment 
of others, proceed from pride; an opinion of ex- 
traordinary merit and ſuperiority. But being ſens» 
ſible that all our mercies proceed from Goo. and 
that we are unworthy of them, would prevent our 
being puffed up with thoſe things, by. which we 
are diſtinguiſhed from others. Remembering that 

Gop maketh us to differ ; that we have nothin 
but what we have received, abuſed and forfeited, 
5 will ' 
Sx 4. 4 28. 
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will prevent our glorying, and treating others with, 
contempt. Were we ſenſible that Gop daily load- 


eth us with benefits, tho* moſt unworthy, we ſhould - 


not ſo often make that objection againſt acts of 
charity, that the petitioners are wnd: ſerving ; but 
ſhould endeavour to be like Gop, who is good to 
the nnjuſt and unthankful; and to be merciſul as 
our father in heaven is merciful. Being ſenſible that 
all our bleflings come from God, we ſhall: not grudge 
to beſtow an equitable proportion upon the poor, 
who may be in every reſpe& as worthy as ourſelves. 

Theſe, my Brethren, are the great advantages of 
maintaining a deep and humble ſenſe of our unwor-- 


thineſs of the leaſt of Gop's mercies. It is a tem- 


per very pleaſing to Goo — will diſpoſe us pro · 
perly to receive and improve his mercies — lead 
us to ſubmit to the gofpel-method of ſalvation — 
promote our patience under the afflictions of life 


—and excite: our compaſſion and kindneſs to others. | 


And now, what remains, but that I exhort and 
beſeech you to cultivate this temper more and. more ? 
In order- to that, frequently. take a cloſe. and ſeri- 
ous ſurvey of the mercies you have received and 
the ſins you have committed; that you may not: 


think of yourſelves more Wein than you ought, 


to think, but may. think /eberly.*% Labour: to feel: 
yourſelves undeſerving of the favcurs of heaven and. 
to be ſenſible of the very. imperſect returns you. 
make for them. Be careful not to take a pride in 
your beſt actions. Remember that both the power. 
and the motive to perform them, proceed from. 


Gap, and that nothing in them is properly your- 


own, but their imperfections, Be careful eſpecially. 
* at 


; 
1 
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| to maintain and expreſs this diſpoſition, in all your 
| approaches to  Gop. Pride will fink the value. of 
4 all our religious performances and render them an; 
1 affront to Goo. When, like Jacob, you come to 
| ſeek favour and mercy from Gop, always imi- 
tate his temper; and mix with your petitions and 

Pleas, the moſt lowly expreſſions of your own ͤ un- 
worthineſs, Nothing tends ſo much to humble the 

heart, as ſerious. prayer; and particularly a con- 

feſſion of our unworthineſs, meanneſs;.. guilt and. 
pollution in the preſence of Gap “. It was to make 

our prayers ſubſervient to this purpoſe, among other 

weighty reaſons, that we are commanded to approach 

to Gop. thro' a mediator, Let us earneſtly plead 

his merit and worthineſs; and feek the influences 

of the holy ſpirit, to convince us of ſin and lead 

us to walk humbly with Gop and ſhow all meek- 


neſs 


8 — — — — 


K 


® An ingenious writer (Lang bene). hath obſerved,. that . Some re- 

commend it to mention in prayers the ſeveral fins we have been 

gvilty of. But this is to ſuppoſe- Gon to be ſuch a one as our- 

ſelves; or conceive more meanly ef him, When a perſon is diſ- 

poſed to aſk forgiveneſs, a generous mind will not be delighted 

with the recapitulation. And is man more generous than Gon “ 

— But a particular confeſſion of paſt fins, even of thoſe which 

we. have. good reaſon to hope are forgiven, may be very uſeful; 

in order- to promote and maintain. humility, caution and watch- 
fulneſs; to keep conſcience tender, and increaſe- our activity in re- 

 - ligion for the future, In this view it is recommended in ſcripture, 
| hat thou. mayeſt remember and be aſhamed and confounded, 
and never open thy mouth any more becauſe of thy ſhame,” either 

d complain of divine providence or cenſure others, when I am 
Paciſßed towards thee for all that thou haſt done, faith the Lord 
Cob. Exch, vi. 61—63. 
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veſs to all men. I am ſo fully convinced: of the | 
| Importance of this temper, that I can ſcarcely 0 

wiſh any thing better for myſelf and you, than. 

that we may be daily proficients in it; that the | 

expreſſions in. the text may. be familiar to. our: 

minds and be inſeribed on our. hearts: that we 

- ſay with the. * Mr. n 
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I not this the Carpenter ? 


4 
** 3 r 


HE 8 1/aiah foretold ee the Meſ- 

fiah, that he ſhould be © for a ſtone of ſtam- 
hliog. and for a rock of offence to the houſe of [/ael; 
for a gin and for a ſnare to the inhabitants of Jeru/a- 
lem T. This prophecy was remarkably accompliſhed 
in the unkind reception, which our Lord met with 
among the Jews, and the offence they took at many 
circumſtances of his life. He came to his own and 
his own received him not.” But there. was no place 
where he met with: a worſe reception than in his own 
country, at Nazareth; which led him to remark, in 
the verſe following the text, that, a prophet is not 
without honour; but in his own country, ard among 
his own kin, and in his own houſe;? la the begins; 
ning of his publick miniſtry St. Luke tells us hae 


came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up f 


and preaching there, his countrymen firſt admired, 
and then endeavoured to deſtroy him. But he, who. 
* n. never e of en. NN nor — by 

Fo viii. 14 1 Peter i 8. 1 Lake be, 16, &e, 
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ſome fruitleſs attempts, © went thither to Nazareth a- 
gain,” as St. Mark tells us (in the firſt verſe of this 
chapter) for that is meant by his own country : and there 
©he taught in the ſynagogue.” Many who heard him 
were aſtoniſhed ; yet began to reflect upon him, and 
be offended at him; deſpiſing and rejecting every 
thing he ſaid, on account of the circumſtances of his 
birth and education, and the manner in which he had 
hitherto been employed. Among other ſcornful queſ-- 
tions, they. aſked, Is not this the carpenter ? — My 
deſign in the following difeourſe is, 


I. To illuftrate this obſervable circumſtance of our 
Lord's life. And, | | 1 
II. Suggeſt ſome uſefal remarks FRA it. : 


I, I am to illuſtrate this obſervable circumſtance | 
of our Lord's life. 


His ſuppoſed father 7 p, tho' ha was * of the 

| n houſe and lineage of David.“ was a perſon- of 
low circumftances, and of the occupation of a carpen- 
ter and our Lord, his ſuppoſed ſon, was brought up 
to the ſame buſineſs. It was a maxim among the Jews, 
that eve y man ſhould bring up his ſon to ſpme me- 


chanick trade. And it was the determination of. their 


celebrated :Rabbies, that * he who did not teach his. 
ſon ſome trade, taught him to ſteal.” Thoſe young: 
men among them, who enjoyed a learned education, 
were all taught manual trades; that they might well, 
employ the vacancies of life, and be able to gain a live- 
lihood by the trade, if not by the learned profeſſion. 


Thus St. Paul was a tent-maker, tho' educated at the. 


feet of Gamaliel and a ſtudent in his academy. The 


th 
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ſame cuſtom is obſerved among the eaſterns to this 
day; and the Grand Seignior or emperor of Turkey, is 
always taught ſome mechanic buſineſs. Our bleſſed 
Lord was brought up to his father's calling and worked 
at it ; probably till the time he appeared in a publick 
character, that is till he was thirty years of age. There 
was a tradition among the ancient chriſtians, mention- 
ed by Fuftin Martyr, one of the fathers, that he made 
Ploughs and yokes. His countrymen, who knew his 
manner of life from his youth, call him in the text 
tlie carpenter. St, Luke tells us, that when Chriſt was 
twelve years old, he went with his parents to Feruſa- / 
lem; where diſcourſed with the doors in the temple z: | 
and after that he went down with his parents to Naza- 

reti and was /ubje to them :“ which may include, 

his labouring with his hands at his father occupation, 

as a faithful ſervant; as well as behaving in all other 

inſtances ia a modeſt, humble and obedient manner. 
— Our Lord condeſcended to this employment 
to provide for himſelf, and the family, to which he was 
related; and the rather, as probably Fo/zpk died ſome. 
time before our Lord entered on his miniſtry, for we 
read nothing of him after that time. He did not chuſe, 
to work miracles for the ſupport of the family, be- 
cauſe his time was not yet come: and the deſigu of 
his miracles was to gain attention and regard to his 

doctrine, and diſpoſe the minds of his hearers to re- 
ceive it and believe in him. —— He might alſo in- 
tend by this, to ſet an example of diligence and ac- 
\ tivity to others; and alſo to habituate himſelf to fa- 
tigues and hardſhips : as a life of indolence and eaſe 
would have not only been inconſiſtent with one 9 3 


+ Luke li, 51. 
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of his coming, namely to ſet us an example; but 
would have rendered him leſs fit to endure hardſhips 
and ſufferings : for he knew that he ſhould be expoſed 
to many of theſe in the courſe of his miniſtry; Then 
he travelled about from place to place; often without: 
any convenient and agreeable. accommodations either 
for food or repoſe: for when © the foxes had holes 
and the birds of the air had neſts, the ſon of man bad 
not where to Jay his had. Thus the former, and by 

far the greater part of our redeemer's life was employ- 
ed: and his countrymen, who knew this, were offend» 
ed at it, when he-came to appear under a publick cha- 
racter and to be a preacher of righteouſneſs, I proceed, 


II. To ſuggeſt ſome uſeful remarks from this obſer- 
vable circumſtance of our Lord's life. 


And bere, by conſidering the text in its connexion. 
with the biſtory to which it belongs, we may obſerve, 
that, A perſon's original, his bufineſs and eircumſtan- 
ces in life are apt to occaſion prejudices againſt his 
moſt uſeful and ioſtructive obſervations. — But ſuch 
prejudices are very abſurd, unreaſonable and miſ- 
chievous. The condeſcenſion of the ſon of Gop ia. 
ſubmitting to ſuch: humiliation. deſerveth our admira- 
tion: and our: praiſe — Tis no diſhonour to a per- 

| ſon to follow. an honeſt and lawful trade — The 
conduct of Chriſt 'furaiſheth all, and eſpecially young 
perſons, with an example of ciligence and activity 
—And' once more, we may obſerve, that men may 
faithfully ſerve Gop and follow their lawful callings 
at the ſame time. Let me a little e e 115 n 

of theſe. 


0 


. 
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1. A perſon's original, his 'bafineſs and circums 
| Rances in life, often occaſion prejudices againſt him: 
Agaiaſt his moſt wiſe, uſeful and inſtructive obſer- 
vations. Thus the Jews were prejudiced againſt Chriſt. 
As they paid a greater regard to the traditions of 
"their elders than to the word of Gop, they expected 
that the Meſſiah ſhould be a great prince and conque- 
ror, and appear with all the marks and enſigus of 
royalty and dignity. - But when they ſaw Jeſus appeat- 
ing in this humble form, they rejected him, and (as 
_ 4t is ſaid in the verſe where our text is) © were offended 
at him.“ They were aſtoniſhed: that one, who had 
worked among them as a common mechanick; who 
had never attained the title of Rabbi, or maſter 
of arts, nor even had ſat at the feet of any of their 
doctors, ſhould ſet-up to be a publick teacher. This 
they frequently objected. At his firſt preaching at 
Nazareth, they wondered at the gracious words whig 
proceeded out of his mouth“. But, recollefting 
His circumſtances, they ſoon concluded there could, 
upon the whole, be nothing admirable or remark 
able in them: for they ſaid, Is not this Joſeph's 
ſon?” A ſufficient as, they thought, for rejeQting 
every thing he ſaid, - At another time they mar- 
: velled ſaying, how knoweth this man letters, having 
never learned 1” They eduld not but acknowledge 
that he ſpoke wiſely and performed mighty works; 
but the old objection returns, © Whence hath his 
man this wiſdom, and theſe mighty works? Is not 
this the carpenter's /on ? Do not we 'know his mo- 
ther and brethren? Whence then hath i. man 
all theſe _ and they were 1 in him t.“ 


Such 
9 Luke iv. a + John vii, 15. ; Matt, xiii, 35. 
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Such prejudices hardened the hearts of the Jews. 


'And many of them continued and periſhed in their 
unbelief. The caſe is frequently the ſame in the 
preſent. day. A prophet or publick teacher hath 
leſs honour in his own country than in other pla- 
ces. The circumſtances of the family, from which 
he ſprung, and ſome diſadvantages in his education, 
indiſpoſe his neighbours to pay the ſame regard to 
him, which ſtrangers would do. Perſons in low 


circumſtances and ſtations in life, are little regarded. | 


Tho' their advice is ever ſo good and weighty, it is 


ſeldom heard; and perhaps they are checked and 


affronted for preſuming to give their judgment; 


+ eſpecially in the preſence of the rich and the great; 
particularly if it differ from theirs. This was an 
evil always under the ſun; and Solomen took no- 


tice of it in his day; There was a little city, 
and few men in it: and a great king beſieged it 
and built great bulwarks againſt it: and there was 
found in it a poor wiſe man, and he, by his wiſe 
and prudent advice, delivered the city; yet no 


man remembered that ſame poor man. Then ſaid 


1, wiſdom is better than ſtrength ; nevertheleſs the 
poor man's wiſdom is deſziſed and his words are not 
heard 4.“ So a later jewiſh writer obſerves, * when, a 
rich man ſpeaketh, every man holdeth his tongue; 
and look, what he ſaith, they extol it to the clouds: 
but if the poor man ſpeak, they ſay, what fellow 
is this! r' There are very few who have made ob- 
ſervations upon life, but have ſeen many inſtances 
of this prejudice. - "Aud as it flows from pride 


and 


+ Eccl, ix. 15. 1 Ecclus, xiii, 23» 
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and is attended with many evil conſequences, it ought 
to be guarded againſt, I therefore obſerve, 


2. Such prejudices are very abſurd, unreaſonable 
and miſchievous. 


They were l ſo in 5 caſe before us. 


The Jews allowed that our Lord ſhewed eminent 


wiſdom and performed' mighty works, (ſee the verſe 
before the text: yet they rejected him, becauſe be 
had been a carpenter; was a perſon, as they thought, 
of low birth and education. Now if they had had leſs 
Pride and more ſenſe, they: would have argued juſt the 
contrary way ; and have concluded that there was ſome- 


thing very extraordinary in him. That a perſon of his 
rank and education ſhould be elevated fo far above 
others, and perform ſuch mighty works, ſurely, his wiſ- 


dom and power muſt be given him from above! It is 
plain, that no man (as Nicodemus "rationally argued) 
could do ſuch mighty works, except Gop were with 
him.* Becauſe he had been brought up to trade, and 
not to learning, they ought to have argued, that he 
was an extraordinary perſon and divinely aſſiſted; 
who, all of a ſudden, without the help of education 
gave: ſuch evidence of great wiſdom, and did ſuch 
mighty works. It could not be imputed to his breed- 
ing, for that was mean: therefore, there muſt be 
ſomething extraordinary and divine in it.“ * Tho? it 
may ſeem ſtrange, that the great reformer of the 
human race, ſhould devote moſt of his days to a ſer- 
vile occupation, it furniſhes us with one of the 
ſtrongeſt evidences of the divine original of chriſti- 
anity. When Jeſus, deſtitute of all the means of 
improve- 


* Tilloton, 


1 38 
1 72 | \RefleFions on CHRIS T' Dil. 5. 
improvement, burſts out of obſaiſſtity with a luſtre that 
ſurpaſſed all the orators and philoſophers of anti- 
nh quity, we cannot ſuſpend our belief of his. divinity 
<1 a moment 4.“ Thus any wiſe man would have rea- 
foned, who was free from prejudice; but the reaſon- 
RE 2 ing of his townſmen was molt ſtrange and abſurd. 
| | | — And tho! ſuch prejudices are not equally, yet they 
are evidently, abſurd in common inſtances. For wiſ- 
dom is not ſo much derived from books aud lan- 
guages, as from thought and reflection: from obſery- 
ing the ſtate and eircumſtances of the world, and the 
workings of the human mind, and making diligent 
remarks upon life; which may be done without great 
advantages of education. Many in the lower claſs of 
life, having carefully and long made ſuch obſerva- 
| tions, become remarkable for their good ſenſe, ſaga- 
City, and great prudence in the common affairs of 
| life, which render them the ornaments and blebngs 
; 


* 
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x 


of ſociety. The glare of wealth and honour blinds 
the eye of the ſoul. Pride ſtops up the ſources of 
knowledge; and, (as Solomon obſerves,) * a feorner 
JH ſeeketh wiſdom, bat findeth it not.“ To be preju- 
; diced therefore againſt the Judgment and conduct of 
K the inferiour rank of men, is certainly unreaſonable. 
| Let us learn hence not to jadge by appearance, but 
1 judge righteous judgment.” Let the advice of the 
| meaneſt be carefully weighed : remembering that the 

| common people often fee right; and that partiality 
to the rich, and thoſe who are called honourable and 
| learned, is as expreſsly forbidden in the word of 
ö God, as it is contrary to reaſon. Let us carefully 
| guard agaiaſt ſuch prejudices; for they often biaſs the 

| mind 
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mind againſt the plafhen truths, and the moſt ſalutary 
and prudent advices; they often influence the judg- 
ment and choice a wrong way, even in matters 
of the greateſt concern and importance; as they did 
in the caſe of theſe conceited and prejudiced Jews. 
© Bleſfed is he, who is not offended in Chriit,* on ac- 
count of theſe circumſtances in his life! And wiſe 
is he, who judgeth fairly and equitably of thoſe - 
bout him, and giveth the honour of wiſdom, piety 
and uſefulneſs to thoſe to whom it is due, whatever 
their external circumſtances be. 7 


3. The condeſcenſion of the Son of Gov in ſub- 
mitting to ſuch humiliation, demands our admira- 
tion and our praiſe. | 


The Jews,. we are told (in the verſe before the 
text) were afonifhed, when they obſerved a perſon 
of ſo' low an edutation, diſplaying ſach wiſdom, 
There is much greater reaſon for our aſtoniſhmenr- 
when we conſider, that he, who appeared ig this 
| | humble form, was indeed © the Son of Gop,” the 
brightneſs of his father's glory, and begotten be- 
fore all worlds, That he, who was made lower 
than the angels, and took on him the form of a 
ſervant, and laboured with his. hands, as -a com- 
mon mechanick, was the ſame being by whom 
Gop made the worlds.“ By him all things were 
created, that are in heaven, and that Se in earth, 
viſible and inviſible; whether they be thrones or 
dominions or principalities or powers. All things 
were created by him and for him; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things conſiſt“.“ How | 
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wonderful is it to think, th 
earth handled the ax and the 


he, who while on 
aw, laid the foun- 


dations of the earth and that the heavens are the 
work of his hands!* That he, whom the hoſts of 


heaven reverence, and who appeared of old under 
the form of Gov, ſhould,vifit this mean world, and 
work ſo many years for his own ſubſiſtence! How 
great was his condeſcenſion and love, that he ſhould 
come, not to be miniſtered unto but to minifer;” 
and ſubmit to ſuch abaſement as would be reckon- 
ed a diſhonour to the. princes and great men of 
the earth, tho' they are all the work of his hand; 

and in every thing he hath the pre-eminence!? 
Thus was he in all things made like to his bre- 
thren.“ The love which led him to ſtoop ſo low, 

claims our wonder and. our praiſe. Worthy is he 
to receive the united acclamations of all the inha- 
bltants of heaven, who emptied himſelf of hid glo- 
Ty, and, being found in faſhion as a man, made. 

himſelf of no reputation; and all to promote the 

happigeſs of mankind. Let the inhabitants of 
earth Join with thoſe of heaven, to admire his con- 
deſcenſion, and adore and celebrate his love. 


4. The conduct of our Lord reflects an honour 
upon trade, and upon thoſe mw are in 


The egg, which ſane of thoſe who are cal- 
led gentlemen,” and boaſt pf their wealth and blood, 
delight to throw upon tradeſmen and mechanicks, is 
weak and ſenſeleſs. For how can their grandeur be ſup- 
ported without the cultiyation of their land ? And how 
can their land be cultivated without the inſtruments. 

G | | CO 
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which mechanicks mals? How could the products of 
the earth be diſpoſed of, and money obtained, with- 
out the conſumption made by the multitude who 
live upon their daily labour? It was an obſervation 
among the heathen, that no manual labour was 
a diſgrace.* It is a much greater diſhonour to live 
idle, and upon the labours of others: to {guandet 
away their ſubſtance, and leave' the debts, which 
they owe to tradeſmen and mechanicks unpaid, Hence 
it was an obſervation of biſhop Sander ſon that * idle 
gentlemen and idle beggars were the plague and 
ſcandal of the nation.” But the conduct of Chriſt 
ſhows, that there is nothing mean and contemptible 
in being a mechanick. When the Son of Gop and 
prince of heaven became a common carpenter, what 
arrogance and folly is it to deſpiſe tradeſmen, or 
mechanicks of the loweſt claſs! Surely ſuch à circum- 
ſtance as this, is ſufficient to abate men's pride, and 
lead them to more juſt and honourable thoughts of 
their fellow- creatures and fellhw / chriſtians. It ſhould 
teach thoſe, who are employed in what are called gen- 
teeler trades, not to look down with contempt on 
thoſe: who are occupied in meaner ones. A little 
conſideration would make them ſerfible, that ſuch 
is the connexion and dependence of one trade upon 
another, and the circulation of money conſequent 
upon various arts and buſineſſes being followed a- 
Hong us, that to deſpiſe others ſhows neither good 
ſenſe nor good manners; nor indeed a juſt regard 
to "ſelf-intereſt, This kind of pride is peculiarly 
unbecoming a-chrifian,* who, as great as he may be, 
is the diſciple of one who was once a carpenter, and 
muſt depend on his favour for every bleſſing for 
a e +13! e 
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time and eternity. Let this teach thoſe, whoſe cal-- 


lings are mean, and who may perhaps be deſpiſed 


by others on that account, to be content with their 
lot. The ſervant is not above his maſter.” They 
are but conformed to Chriſt when following mecha- 
nick trades. And if they are ſerious and good, 
they are gruly honovrable and happy. For, as the 
Pſalmiſt obſerves, * bleſſed is every one that feareth 


the Lord, and walketh in his ways; for thou thalt 


eat the labour of thy hands, Happy ſhalt thou be 
and it ſhall be well with thee l!“ 


5. This ese in Chriſt's life furniſheth all, 
eſpecially young perſons, with an example of dili- 


—— 


gence and activity. 


It is the will of Gov that every. one ſhould have 
a calling or .occupation in life; and it is better be 


the meaneſt workman or day-Jabourer, than live in 


idleneſs. Jt is the duty of thoſe, whom providence 
calls out to it, to woll with their hands the thing 


that is good T. and be diligent in their proper buſi- 


neſs. Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, when he was in a 
private character, was far from being flothful: and 
Hath herein left us an example, that we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps. His example is peculiarly proper for 
the imitation of young perſons, of ſervants and ap- 
rentices; who ought carefully to mind their proper 
vfineſs, and labour after ſkill and proficiency in their 
reſpeRtive trades: Let them eſpecially guard againſt 


a habit of indolence, or trifling over their work; and 


employ themſelves diligently in ſomething that may 
turn to account. It ſhould be their defire and care 
$12 that 

® Pſalm elt. „ 2. 4 Eph, iv, 28. 
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that they may not be unneceſſarily burthenſome to 
their parents, but rather ſupport and aſſiſt them: 
being in this reſpect, /u5je&# to their parents,“ as 


| our Lord and maſter was to his. Let not young 


* 


perſons think any honeſt employment too mean or 
too laborious, when they reflect on the occupation 


of the Son of Go. — . ſolici- 
tous to enure their children to labour and hard- 


ſhip. Children, delicately brought up, are generally 
ruined for both worlds. And if habits. of diligence 
and ſelf-dental are not early contracted, they are 
ſeldom or never obtained. Thus fo many perſons 
become the burthens of ſociety, and are ready to do 


any wicked or mean thing to ſupport themſelves, 


becauſe they have never been uſed to labour and en- 


dure hardneſs. ** [ have often (ſaith good Dr. Watts) f 
Pitied the deſcendants of honourable families of both 


ſexes ; ; the unhappineſs of whoſe education has give 


en them nothing to do, nor taught them to em- 
ploy their hands or their minds. Therefore they 


| ſpend their hours in ſauntering; not knowing whi- 


ther to go, or what to do. Hence they often give 
vp themſelves to mean and ſcandalous play; ſpend 
their hours in chatting and merriment. They make 
the bufineſs of their dreſs the ſtudy and labour of 


f half the day, and ſpend the reſt in trifling diſ- 


courſe and laughter, and ſcattering jeſts and ſcan» 


dal vpon their neighbours and acquaintance, All 


theſe pieces of folly and immorality would be rec- 


tified, if they would find out ſome daily and pro- 


3 buſineſs ta be employed in. Solomon at his leiſure 


hours, ſtudied natural and moral philoſophy. Paul 


„ »;⁵C 
t Watts's Sermons, Vol, ii. p. 185 4 
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wrought with his hands, to be an example to others: 
fo did Chrit. And that the younger women may not 
want an example how they ſhould employ their leiſure 
time, we read of good Dorcas, who, when ſhe had no 

' buſineſs of her own, made coats and garments for 7 
the poor .“ Such honourable examples deſerve imi- 
tation 5. Thus would all the miſchievous conſequences 
of idleneſs be prevented; eſpecially thoſe mentioned 
by the Apoſtle: they learn to be idle, wandering 
about from houſe to houſe ; and not only idle, but 
tatlers alſo, and 69 bodirs, ſpeaking things which 
they ought not.“ | Let the example of our maſter 

teach us all, in our reſpeQive ſtations, not to be 


Jothful. in buſineſs, but fervent in ſpirit, ſerving the 


Lord: Which leads me to add, oace more, : 
6. Perſons may ſerve God, and follow their trades 5 


at the ſame time. 


So our Lord undoubtedly did. It was always © his 
meat,” his buſineſs and pleaſure, * to do the will of 


him that ſent him.“ He worked as a carpenter, while 
at the ſame time he increaſed in wiſdom and in 
favour both with God and man.” No doubt he ming- 


led devour meditations and affections with his daily 
labour: and while his hands were buſy about his 
work, his heart was in heaven. Thus all his follow- 


ers may act; and thus they ought to act. It is a very 


unhappy miſtake to imagine, that all religion is to 
be confined to the cloſet or the houſe of God, and |} 
a h g that 
| + Ads xix. 39. 
5 It is much to be wiſhed that che children of 3 parents 
were obliged to learn ſome manual trade, eſpecially gardening, The 


- importance and advantages of this are well ſhewn by Mr, Locke, 
| Education, 9 201, &c. | 


1 1 Tim, v. 13. 
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that the buſineſs of this world is to be neglected. 
It is a more dangerous error, on the other hand, for 


| tradeſmen and mechanicks, labourers and ſervants, 
to imagine, that religion is not rr concern; or not . 
ſo much as it is the concern of gentlemen and thoſe 


who have nothing elſe to do, or need not labour 
with their hands to ſupport themſelves and their 


families. It is the duty of every man; of him who 
hath moſt buſineſs ard the greateſt number of 
avocations, to redeem ſome time every morning 


and evening for prayer in ſecret and in his family; 
and to devote the whole Lord's day to work the 


work of God and mind religion, If his buſineſs 


will not permit this, his buſineſs is finful; at leaſt 


ſo much of it is, Better be the meaneſt tradeſ- 


man, labourer, or even beggar, than live without 
prayer and without Gov. ia the world. He that 


doeth ſo, if he gain the whole world, will loſe his 
| ſoul. But it ſhould be the concern of all to make 


even their trade and their labour an act of religion 
and ſerving Gop.. And this it will be, when it 


is undertaken from good principles, and purſued 


to a good end: when the cares of this world do 
not overcharge the heart: when thoughts of Gop, 
religion and another world are mingled with your 
daily buſineſs: when you are often lifting up your 


hearts to him amidſt your employments, for his 


aſſiſtance and bleſſing, his prefſen® and his love: 
Try the experiments, my Friends, this week; and 


| endeavour while your hands are employed about 
the world, to have your hearts, as much as poſſible, 


fixed on him, who hath been repreſented to you 
as a common mechanick, yet nevertheleſs * always 
did the things that pleaſed his father.” Think of 

4 5 his- 
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his diligence and activity, his condeſcenſion and his 
love. Let devout affections be riſing to him, who 
gives you all your ſtrength, diſcretion and ſucceſs. 
Then your buſineſs, like Chriſt's, will be done * af- 


ter a godly ſort, and to the glory of Gop.” Then will 


your * merchandiſe and your hire be holineſs to the 
Lord.” Your ſpirits will be calm, contented and 
devout: and you will learn and practiſe the happy 


art of making the buſineſs of both worlds go on 


proſperouſly and ſucceſsfully together. In order hereto, 


let this be your daily prayer; let the Beauty“ that 
is, the preſence and favour of the Lord our Gop 


de upon us; and eſtabliſh. thou the werk of our 


bands upon us; yea the. work of our hands eſtabliſh 


thou it “.“ 
„ Palm xc, 27. 
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| Ions vii. Gn 
For mither did his brethren believe in hims 


T was: foretold by the” prophet Jaial, that the 
Meſſiah ſhould be © defpiſed and rejected of men.“ 
And when we confider the-many evidences he gave 
of his divine commiſſion, and the gracious errand 
on which he came, it is very ſurpriſing that any 
of thoſe, who were acquainted with his doctrine 
and miracles, ſhould reject him; eſpecially that his 
brethren ſffould db it. This circumſtance, which the: 
evangeliſt mentions in the text, is fo extraordinary, 
that it deſerves to be conſidered :: and it affords ſo 


much inſtruftion, that it demands your ſerious re- 


gard. We are. told, (v. 2.) that the jewiſh a of 
tabernacles was at hand; one of the feaſts at which 
all the males were required to go to Feruſalem, 
| Oar Lord's brethren. therefore Taid unte him, de- 
part hence from Galilee and go into Judea, that 
thy diſciples there may ſee the works that thou 
doeſt: for there is no man that d6eth any thing : 
of this kind in ſecret, While he. himſelf ſeek- 


8 chat is, by a divine commiſſion, ſhow thy-- 
2 E 5˙ | | ſelf? 


eth to be known openly.” If thou doeſt theſe: 
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ſelf to the world; to the Jews, and eſpecially the 
great men aſſembled. at FJeruſalem from this and 
the neighbouring countries.” And the reaſon why 
they. ſaid this was, becauſe they did. not believe 
in bim.“ They did not believe, that he was the 
Meſſiah; or at leaſt ſuch a+ Meſſiah as the prophets. 
foretold, They had na right apprehenſion of the 
deſign of his teaching and miracles. They did not 
follow him as his diſciples. Or if they profeſſed any 
particular regard to him as a teacher, it was for 
worldly ends. By Bretiren we are here (as in many 
other places of the evangeliſts) to underſtand his: 
coufins or near kinſmen» For it doth not appear 
that the Virgin Mary had any other child but Chriſt. 
It ſeems he had many couſins : ſome of the apoſtles 
were of that number. But there is a diſliaRiou 
made. between his brethren. and bis. dj iſciples by St. 
Jen; he went down to Capernaum, he and his. 
mother, and his brethren, and bis diſciples *:* which- 
intimates, that ſome. of his brethren were not then 
his diſciples and ſtated attendants. And theſe were 
the perſons who gave him this advice, and concern= 
ing whom the text is ſpoken, —l ſhall,, 


I. Show how. ſtrange it was. that they. aid not 
believe. 


II. How it may be accounted 3 then . 
ſider what inſtructive leſſons we may. draw from this. 
circumſtanoe. — am, 


I, To ſhow how fravge: it was, chat Chrnit's 
brethren ſhould not believe, 


Aud 
e John ll. 264 
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And this will appear if we conſider that they had 
heard his docttine—ſeen his miracles—and known 
the circumſtances and manner of his life. 


1. They had heard his doctrine; 


Both publicly and Nivately; and probably re- 
ceived many perſonal admonitions from him. They 
were not ſtrangers, nor mere neighbours, who had 
heard him once or twice; but his near relations, 
Who lived in the ſame town and ſome of them at 

leaſt ig the ſame houſe. Before he appeared as a: 
— preacher, and travelled about. proclaiming 
the goſpel of the kingdom, they had undoubtedly - 
heard many excellent diſcourſes from him; adapted 
to. enlighten. their underſtandings, to awaken and 
edify their hearts, and ſo prepare them for the re- 
ception of thoſe truths. which he was at length to 
Publiſh to the world. He, who. took every. oppor- - 
tunity to introduce: religious diſcourſe, would not: 
neglect it at heme,. amongſt his kinſmen. No doubt: 

he gave them many private .admonitions, ſuited to» 
their caſes ;. for he not only ſaw their behaviour but 
knew their hearts, and addreſſed (as he often did 
in the caſe of the Scribes and Phariſees) ; to, their 
ſecret reaſonings, cavils and objections; and reprays - 
ed their luſts and: paſſions which did not appear to 
others. When he entered upon his miniſtry, they 
had often heard him preach in his own city. They - 
had gone in company with him to ſeveral. feaſts at 
| Jeruſalem, as near relations uſed to go together. 
They had converſed with him by the way, and 
had heard him with all plainneſs, tenderneſs and 
ſeriouſneſs addreſs his countrymen. there, Many gra- 
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their belief; as it did that of ſome ofi his 
They had ſeen many other of his miraeles in their 
own town and neighbourhood; in their journies: to 
Jeruſalem, and ſome which. he performed there at: 


84 The Unbelief of nis“ Brethren, Dil. &. 
4 cious words had proceeded out of his mouth in: 


their hearing; coming with all the force and advan-- 


_ tage which united: dignity,. wiſdom. and. love could? 


give them, Further, | 
2» They, bad. ſeen his. Miracles; | 
Yea many of: them. Had they only ſeen one, 


namely his firſt miraele at Cana, where they were 
| Preſent; his turning the water into wine, one would: 


have thought, that one alone ſhould have engaged: 
iples *. 


the feaſts, Fhey had ſeen. bim reſtoring fight to- 
the blind, ſpeech. to the dumb, hearing to the deaf, 


and health -· and ſoundneſs to the frek, the paralytick, ; 
and the lanatick: Miracles, the moſt beneficent in 
themſelves, and performed with the greateſt mo- 


deſty: miracles of ſuch a nature, that there was 
not- the leaſt raom to ſuſpeQ any artifice or-collu«. 


ſion in them. Nay, ia the adviee they gave him 
in the preceding verſes. (v. 3, 4.) they plainly ac-. 
knowledge, that he had performed many miracles; - 
fo that they. had clear evidence of his- divine nit 
5 82872 | 


97 They had allo known: the. circumſtances 3 
manner, of his life. 


They had, no doubt, * keard3of hs: mira» 
alas conception both of Chrif, and of John the 
Baptiſt,. his forerunner, who was alfa their relation, 

® John ii. 175 12. 
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They had heard from their aunt Mary, an account 
of the angel's appearing to Zacharias. and. to her; 
the viſion of the ſhepherds;. the wiſe men eoming 
to Bethlehem; the deſtruction of the ohildren there; 
the flight into Egypt; the teſtimony. that Zacharas, 
Simeon and Auna had borne to Chriſt, as the Meſ- 
ſiah; and the aſſurance Jokz the Baptiſt: had given, 
that Jeſus was he. Theſe circumſtances would often 
be talked of in the family and they could not be 
ſtrangers to them. They had likewiſe ſeen our 
Lord's manner of life; Had he been one of thoſe, 
who * ſay. and do not;* to have diſregarded his 
doctrine would have been folly, yet it would have 
admitted ſome excuſe. But they had known him 
from his childhood; feen daily proofs of his early 
| Piety, obedience to his parents and. diligence in 
his buſineſs, They had ſeen, in. how holy juſt and 
unblameable a. manner he had behaved thro' his 
whole life; and thereby he had ſhown how prac- 
ticable and how lovely his precepts were. One 
would have imagined, that his holy life ſttould. 
have added an irreſiſtible weight to every thing 
he ſaid and have made them willing and obedient 
| hearers, — Let me juſt obſerve, that it was not 
at the beginning of his miniſtry that his brethren 
did not believe: or elſe they might have been. in 
ſuſpence, waiting for further proofs of his divine 
miſſion. But it appears from the ſacred ſtory, that 
he had preached. and wrought miracles at leaſt 
three years, probably more, before this time; as 
well as had ſhone in a private ſlation among them 
for thirty years before. Theſe circumſtances, that 
they bad often heard his doctrine—ſeen his mira. 


cles 
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eles—and been intimately acquainted with the cir- 
cumſtances of his birth and early years and manner | 


.of life, make it very ſurpriſing, that his brethren. 
ſhould not believe in him. Let us conſider, 


II. How it may. be accounted for; or whence it 
happened that they continued in their unbelief, not- 
withſtanding all theſe evidences, 


And this is the more neceſſary to be conſidered; 
becauſe the modern Jeaus, and ſome infidels of our 
own, have argued from the text, that our Lord 
really performed no miracles: that all he did, of: 
the miraculous. kind was a cheat; or elſe his bre- 
| thren would have believed. They can hardly think 
that his relations would have been more incredu- 
Jous. than others, and therefore they. ſuſpe&t that 
all was a fraud. If this was the caſe, and our 
evangelit was in the ſecret, he did not act with 
his uſual cunning, in putting this cireumſtance 
into the hiſtory, that bis brethren. did not believe. 
In anſwer to this objection, it might be obſerved, 
that it is no uncommon thing for men not to be- 
lieve, when they. have the ſtrongeſt evidence. Thus, 
to the dbjecting Fews one might reply, the Ja- 
elites. did not believe ia the Lord and in Maſes, 
tho* they could not deny the many miracles 
wrought by him nor. even ſubſiſt without them.“ 
Thus to the Deiſts, one might reply, that many. 
deny, or pretend to deny, the immortality of the 
ſoul and the being of a Goo, amidſt ſuch a vari- 
ety of inconteſtable arguments proving both. But 
I think the * _ be eaſily ſolved: by con- 


ſidering, 
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Gdering, that they had ſtrong prejudices agaĩaſt 


Chi, —and very bad diſpoſitions of mind. 


They had very ſtrong prejudices againſt Chriſt.“ 


There were ſome, common to them as finful men; 


ariſing from the purity of his doctrine, and that 
ſelf denial, mortification and contempt of the world, 
which he required. They had prejudices a- 
gainſt him likewiſe, as Mut. They expected their 
Mefliah to appear on earth in great pomp and 
ſplendour, as a temporal prince; to reſcue them 


from the yoke of the Romans and make them Lords 
of the world. This notion of the Meſſiah their 
teachers had inculcated; and theſe teachers they 
logked upon as infallible. They miſunderſtood the 
ancient prophecies; fixed their eyes only on that 


part of the Meſſiah's character, which ſuited their 


4.. 


carnal deſires and the preſeat ſtate of the nation. 
They did not conteſt his miracles; nay they ac- 
knowledged. them. But they thought that, by con- 
tinuing ſo. much in Galilce, he did not conſult his 
own credit and advancement, as he ought to have 
done.” Therefore they adviſe him. to go to Fudee ; 


to appear at FJeru/alem, the ſeat of dignity and 
power, and. perform his miracles before the rich, 
the great and the learned; whoſe deciſion in his 


favour. would be an honour to him and bring him 
in many. followers, - They intimate, that he ſet up 
for the leader- of a party, and yet did not take 


the moſt prudent methods to ſtrengthen his inter- 


eſt, and increaſe the number of his followers, (v. 4) 


| They thought his privacy inconſiſtent with the cha- 


zacter of the Meſſiah, and wanted him to ſhow him - 


felf to the world. He had not, in expreſs words, 


* 
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ene himſelf the Meffiah, nor raiſed a party 
to ſupport the claim and the monarchy which they 


expected. Therefbre, tho” they owned his miracles 
and looked upon him as an extraordinary perſon, 


they would not believe him to be the Mefſtah.' Hav- 
ing laid this down. as a firſt principle, that the 
Meſſiah muſt be a glcmgys triumphant prince, and 
ſeeing Chriſt taking no- ſteps to appear as ſuch, 
but rather manifeſting an averſion to pomp and 
power, they would yield to no other proofs that: 
he was the Lord's anointed. They did not under- 
ſtand the prophecies, that Chriſt was firſt to ſuffer: 


and then riſe to glory, and have an exalted kipg- 


dom, different from that which they had conceived; 


and therefore they did not believe, — But their be- 
ing the relations of Chriſt made their prejudices. 
ſtronger than thoſe of other Jer. For expecting 

him to appear as a temporal prince, they imagined: 
they had reaſon to hope for the firſt} honours in 
his kingdom; as it hath been in all ages uſual for: 
princes, miniflers- of ſlate and other dignitaries, whe- 
ther civil or eccleſiaſtical, to promote their relations 
and aggrandize their own families; and too often 


without conſidering their merit and qualifications. 


The ſtory of the mother of Janes and Fohn will 


throw a conſiderable light upon their temper. She 


came to our Lord, deſiring that her two ſons might 
fit on his- right and left hand in his king- 


dom ;* that is, be his chief miniſters of ſtate and 


have the firſt poſts of profit and dignity under him. 


In like manner, his brethren had carved out all 
the great places of this kingdom which they ex- 
* among themſelves: and when they ſaw · our 

Lord. 


1 
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Lord taking no ſteps for his own advancement and 
theirs, and thus diſappointing . all their ſanguine 
hopes, they concluded that he was not the Meſſiah. 
— Apain, 

© They had bad diſpoſitions of mind,” from whenes 
their prejudices in a great. n aroſe, and not 
merely from their teachers, They were under the 
influence of an ambitious, 33 ſpirit z entirely 
governed by ſecular views: and whatever they might 
pretend, our Lord, who knew their» hearts, ſaw, 
that their principles and affections were covetous and 
fenſual. So he tells them in the verſe following 
the text, your time is always ready, I cannot go 
to the feaſt W without danger: you may go at 
any time: you are in no danger from the Fews: 


your temper and manners too much reſemble thoſe . 


of my enemies, for- you to fear any thing from 
them. The world cannot hate you? (v. 7.) for you 
are like them, will neither teſtify againſt their works, 
nor decline practiſing chem, whereas I do both, and 
therefore it hateth me.” 
| Theſe remarks, I hope, ſufficiently account for 
the unbelief of Chriſt's brethren. Undoubtedly- our 
Lord could, by his mighty energy, have made them 
believers, diſciples and obedient; but that would 
have been inconſiſtent with the freedom of rational 
creatures, and the character of his people, who are 
a willing people. Their unbelief was the conſe- 
quence of their own unjuſt- prejudices and worldly 
views. And Gon in his infinite wiſdom permitted 
it, as it turns out to the bonour of chriſtianity. 
It ſhows that our Lord did not aim at a worldly | 
Intereſt, Had all his brethren helloved: in him, 


cxigd 
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cried him up and followed him, it might have been 
reckoned a plot amongſt his relations to ſerve their 
-own ends by joining in an impoſtore. This cir- 

cumſtance removes all ſuſpicion of any family-con- 
trivance, or that the ſecular intereſt of any parti- 
"cular place or party of men was purpoſed by our 
-Lord's undertaking, Beſides, had they ftom the firſt 
believed, we had not enjoyed thoſe uſeful inſtruc- 
tions, Which their unbelief ſuggeſts to us, and 
which I am now to con ſider, as the application 
of the ſubject. 


APPLICATION. 


1. Let us not wonder if ſome, who have enjoyed | 
'the greateſt religious advantages, do not believe. 

The bleſſed Jeſus had, no doubt, a natural love 
to his relations as ſuch, and left no method un- 
"tried to convince them and make them his diſci- 
- ples, without putting a force upon their minds. 
And yet the advantages they had enjoyed, perhaps 
ſuperiour to any other of the Jews, were loſt upon 
them. All the excellency of his doQrine, the pu- 
'Tity of his character, and the Tuftre of his mira» 
cles, had no effect upon them. And will you 
wonder, chriſtian parents, after this, that ſome of 
your children perhaps, are not ſo ſerious and re- 
gular as you could wiſh? That after all your care 
and concern to form their minds and manners, you 
have the grief to ſee them thoughtleſs, diſorderly 
and irreligious? Shall we be ſurpriſed that there 
are melancholy inſtances of this kind in ſome moſt 
pious and regular families, which we have known; 
and where their parents have, as it were, travel- 
led in birth _ that Chriſt might be formed in 
them?“ 
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them?” Let us not be ſurpriſed if ſome of our 
ſervants ate untractable, diſobedient and without the 
fear of God; tho' they have been inſtructed in the 
word of Go and prayed with every day; tho' 
- they have been obliged regularly to attend the houſe 
of God, and never ſuffered to waſte their ſacred 
time: tho' they have had uſeful books put into 
their hands and been often admoniſhed to ſerve 
Gop and mind religion. Let not good 'men be 
dejected, if their near relations prove bad and a diſ- 
honour to religion: tho' they have often exhorted 
and warned them and tried every method to awaken, 
convert and ſave them. It hath been the lot of ſome 
of the beſt men to be diſappointed in their beſt 
and moſt favourite ſchemes; thoſe whieh they had 
formed, and indefatigably -purſued, for the ſalva-® 
tion of others. Shall I wonder that it hath been 
in any inſtances my own caſe? that, after ſo many 
{tudious hours, .earneſt.prayers, and as animated ad- 
dreſſes as I could utter; after ſome pains have been 
taken by private as well as publick admonition, I 
ſhould ha ve reaſon to ſay, with regard to ſome, 
I have laboured in vain,” worn out my conſtau- 
tion and © ſpent my ſtrength for nought and in 
| vain,” - But peace, O my foul ! dare not complain; 
for even Chriſt's brethren did not believe, tho? 
never man ſpake, and lived, and wrought miracles, 
as he did. He converted few; he proyoked and 
irritated many. Be thankful that ſome good is done. 
It was thy maſter's Joy, and let it be thine ; that 
© ſurely thy judgment is with the Lord, and thy 
work, or reward, with thy Gop *,” — Let us not 
de diſcouraged, Brethren, nor 106 be attempts 

, to 

* Iſa, xlir. 4» 
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to do good, becauſe former attempts have not been 
ſucceſsful, Chriſt went on preaching and teaching, 
tho“ he was deſpiſed and rejected by his country- 
men and brethren. Good may be done hereafter. 
Some circumſtances in life may, thro? divine grace, 


awaken thoſe to thought and ſeriouſneſs, who have 


been for many years ſermon- proof. Let not mini- 
ſters ſay, it ſignifies nothing to preach, “ or private 
chriſtians, that it is in vain to adviſe and exhort 
any more.“ Still let us do our duty, and wait up- 


on Gop with more earneſt ſupplication for ſucceſs. 


And for your encouragement and my own, let me 
dieſire you to remember and conſider, that Chriſt's 
| brethren, moſt of them at leaſt, did, after his af 
cenſion, believe in him. For we read that * after 
that event, the apoſtles were aſſembled at Jeruſa- 
lem, and continued with one accord in prayer and 
ſupplication, with the women, and Mary the mo- 


ther of Jeſus, and with is brethren . And in the h 


next verſe, they are reckoned among his diſciples. 


Thoſe who do not believe now, may believe here- 
after. Some worldly diſappointments and afflictions 


may awaken them, as they did Chriſt's brethren, when 


they ſaw no hopes of grandeur and wealth from 
him. Perhaps this may not be the caſe, till after 
we are dead; and we may meet thoſe in heaven, 
whoſe negle&t of religion was our greateſt grief: 


upon earth, and gave us moſt concern in our * 
ing moments. 


2. See what an enemy to Al a worldly * 
rit Is. | 


Our 


Ach i. 14. 
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Her Lord's brethren laid it down as a firſt prin- 
ciple, that the Me ffi ah was to be a rich, powerful 
and victorious prince, and that he would make 
them all great men. They were ſo full of this 
expeRation, that not all the ſtrong. evidences he 
gave of his being the Meal, could convince them, 
while no ſteps were taken to gratify their ambiti- 
ous views, A proud, covetous, worldly diſpoſition 
hinders ſome from behewving chriſtianity, and mule 
titudes from obeying it. When men have laid it 
down as a maxim, that wealth and grandeur are 
neceſſary -to happineſs; when they are ſet upon 
being very rich; aggrandizing their families, mak- 
ing a figure in the world and out-ſhining all their 
neighbours, how can the love of Gop and good- 
neſs poſlibly reign in their hearts? They will in- 
deed compliment Chriſt as their Lord and maſter, 
profeſs to believe in him and pay ſome regard to 
his inftitutions; but their fears are not with him, 
They diſlike many of his precepts, and diſobey 
ſome of his plaineſt commands. They do not ap- 
prove his doctrines of ſelf-denial, of being mortified_ 
to the world and human applauſe, of doing as. 
they would be done by, and dealing not only juſtly 
but honourably and kindly with all. He faith too 
much of charity and being rich in good works, 
for them to reliſh his maxims. They have no 
true faith in unſeen things. They think it folly and 
needleſs preciſenefs to be ſtrit in keeping the ſab- 
bath, attending publick worſhip and obſerving his 
commands; and to be ſcrupulous about ways and 
means, where their worldly intereſt is concerned. 
This temper alienated Chriſt's "Srothies from him: 

| ET. 5 and 
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and every heart in which it prevails,” is not, and 
cannot be, a heart in which Chriſt and religion 
dwell, The ſpirit of the world and the ſpirit of 
the goſpel, are quite oppoſite and contradiQory. 
No man can ſerve two ſuch different maſters as 
God and Mammon. Till the love of the world be 
ſubdued in the heart, there will be no reliſh for 
the doctrines and precepts of the goſpel. While 
men are principally intent on laying up treaſure 
on. earth, they will not be ſolicitous to lay up trea- 
ſure in heaven. Seek not therefore great things 
for. yourſelves. Let not ambition cheat your fancy, 
and «diſturb your repoſe; but watch againſt the world, 
as. one of your worſt enemies, and: earneſtly . pray 
that Gop would mortify your. hearts to it. For a 
worldly ſpirit blinds the eyes, ſtops. the ears, ſears 
the. conſcience and leads men to -reje& Chriſt! and 
make light of ſalvation, 'till all their hopes are 


diſappointed and they fink into irrecoverable ruin. 
We learn, | 


3. How much better is a relation to Chriſt by 
faith, than by nature! | 


It was indeed a great honour. to. theſe ee 


of Chriſt to be related to him according to the 


fleſh. But we ſee it was of no avail to their ac- 
ceptance and ſalvation. And had they not after- 
wards believed, it wovld- have ended in their greater 
ſhame and miſery. Jeſus Chriſt is the image of 
the inviſible. Gop, who loveth righteouſne/s and 
whoſe countenance beholdeth the zpriglu. He re- 
gards men only for their real worth; the holineſs of 
their temper and character. That we may be ſenſible 


of 


Diſ. 6. The Unbelief of Canisr's Brethren. 95 


of this, and not led to envy thoſe who were his 
brethren in the fleſh, he hath told us, that real piety _ 
and obedience will alone recommend perſons to his 
eſteem and friendſhip. AsMhe was once addreſſing 
the people, a woman, charmed with his diſcourſe, 
ſaid, © bleſſed is the womb that bare thee and the 
breaſts that gave thee ſuck. But he ſaid yea. rather, 
bleſſed are they which Aear the word of Gob and keep 
it.“ And we are told, that his mother and his brethren . 
ſtood without, defiring to ſpeak with . him; but he 
ſaid, who is my mother and who are my brethren? 
And he firetched oat his hand towards his di/crples, 
and faid, behold my mother and my brethren ! For 
whoever ſhall do the will. of my father which is in 
heaven, the ſame is my brother and ſiſter and mo- 
thetwh .* He will own ſuch as his neareſt kindred ; 
love them more tenderly and affeRionately than re- 
lations can love one another. He will acknow- 
| ledge them, as the fruit of his labours, and the pur- 
chaſe of his blood. He will conſult their beſt in- 
tereſt; do as much for them, as one relation can 
do for another, and infinitely more. His regard 
to them is founded on their being renewed and 
ſanQified and bearing his image : and he will em- 
ploy all his power and authority to make them 
completely and eternally happy. To be related to 
the great and the noble, about which vain men 
make ſo much ado, is really nothing. To be 
related to the haman nature of Chriſt himſelf is 
comparatively nothing. But to be gp vited to him 
by faith; to be Joined to the Lord and fo to be- 
come one ſpirit, is the greateſt honour that any 
can * Death will ſoon diſſolve all earthly 
| : relations; 
| + Matt, xii. 48, 
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relations; but this relation to Chriſt will never be 
diſſolved. Nothing can ſeparate true believers from 
his love. He will own them as his brethren ia 
the great day. He Will ſay, foraſmuch as ye 
have ſhown kindneſs unto the leaſt of theſe my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me +.* Let it be 
our ambition, my Friends, to obtain ſuch vital union 
with Chriſt ; by believing in his name, receiving 
him as our ſaviour, with a full conſent of ſoul to 
his terms. And from a regard to his authority, 
and thro' the influence of his love, let us perſe- 
vere in doing the will of his father which is in 
heaven. — To conclude ; it is my earneſt wiſh and 
prayer, that Chriſt may be formed in you ; that 
he may dwell in your hearts by faith, and that 
the fruits of this faith, the effects of this vi, 
may daily appear in your temper and lives, Then, 
whatever be your earthly connexions and relations, 
he will acknowledge you as his brethren, and con- 
duct you to the preſence and everlaſting enjoyment, 
of his father and your father, of his Gop and your 

Gop. Amen. | 
. ; + Matt, xxv. 40. 
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| And they were beyond meaſure aſtoniſhed, ſapzng, He 


' hath done all Things well oc —— 


HEN the queen of Sheba viſited Solomon, 
and had ſeen his wiſdom and the ſplendour 
and order of his court, ſhe pays him this compli- 
ment; It was a true report I heard of thine acts 
and of thy wiſdom; but behold the one half of the 
oreatneſs of thy wiſdom was not told me: for thou 
exceedeſt the fame that I heard f.” With infinitely 
greater reaſon may we, my fellow-chriſtians, ſay 
this of Jeſus, our Saviour and Lord, His wiſdom 
and excellency far exceed the fame we have heard 
of him, After all that hath been heard and feen 
and read and thought, of our exalted Redeemer, he 
ſtill continues to be the delightful ſubject of our me- 
ditation and our praiſe, You are this day to hear 
more of him: and [I have a chearful perſuafion that 
the topick will. be agreeable to every true chrif- 
tian, Let the dignity and importance of the ſub. 


ject call forth in all, that reverence and attention, 


which it fo juſtly claims. Let us try our hearts, 
| Vol. 1. a F ; 3 
T 2 Chron. ix. 5, 6, 
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as we go along, what ſenſe we have of his con- 
deſcenſion and love: and obſerve tow we ftand 
affedted to a life of unparallelled worth and good- 
neſs, — When our Lord was in Galilee, * there was 
brought to him a man, who was deaf, and had an 
impediment in his ſpeech,” that is, as the word 
ſignifies, could not ſpeak articulately. * Our Lord 
took him aſide from the multitude, and put his 
fingers into his ears, ard ſpit and touched his 
tongue,” to intimate to the patient what he was 
about to do, and then miraculouſly healed him. 
This was indeed one of the moſt wonderful mira- 
cles our Lord ever wrought. For the patient be- 


ing dumb and deaf, he not only gave him the fa- 
culty of hearing and pronouncing words, but convey- 


ed into his mind at once the whole language of 
the country; making him perfectly acquainted with 
all the words in it; their ſignifications, forms, 
powers and uſes: ſo as to comprehend the whole 
diſtinetly in his memory, and ſpeak it readily. It 
was a miracle vpon the mind, as well as the bo- 
dy 1. No wonder the ſtanders-by, when the man re- 
turned to them and ſpoke plain, were aſtoniſhed 
beyond meaſure,” and ſaid of Chriſt, © he hath done 


i ul things well.“ My deſign is to apply this re- 


mark, as it is juſtly applicable, -to our Lord's ge- 
neral conduct and ſhow with how much reaſon this 


was ſaid of him— and then draw ſome alu in- 


ferences from the ſubject. | 
In order to ſhow the truth of this 3 1 
would obſerve, that our Lord's a&ions were good 
Jn themſelves — They were JO with good de- 
8 

+ Macknight in loc, 
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ſigus — They were done in an amiable and grace- 


ful manner — And this was the caſe with * his 
actions. 


1. Chriſt's actions were good in themſelves. 


And this will appear in whatever light we cons 
ſider him; whether as a man, a preacher of right- 
eouſneſs, or a worker of miracles. — If we view 
him in bis general conduct, as @ man, we ſhall 
find that he did all things well. I muſt not allow. 
myſelf to run thro' all the particulars of his con- 
duct; but content myſelf with obſerving in general, 
that he was perfectly free from all weakneſſes, ble- 
miſhes and defects, and remarkable for the greateſt 
and moſt extenſive goodneſs, There is fot one bad 
action to be found in his hiſtory ; not the leaſt ſtain 
upon his character; not the leaſt imperfection in his 
virtue. Tho? he led an active life, paſſed thro' va- 
rious ſcenes and ſtood in ſeveral relations, yet in 
each of them his conduct was wiſe, upright, righte- 
ous, beneficent, unblameable, and honourable. Thoſe 
that knew him beſt call him, and with the greateſt 


reaſon, the holy and juſt one; and tell us that he 


did no ½n, neither was guile found in his mouth;? 
that he was holy, harmleſs, undefiled, and ſepa- 
rate from ſinners.” Yea, he appeals himſelf to his 
moſt inveterate enemies, which of you convinceth 
me of ſin ?*— Let us view him as a preacher of right- 
eouſneſs, and he did that well. He preached the 
moſt important truths, and that in a manner adap- 
ted to enlighten the underſtanding, to warm and 
mend the heart. He, knew the ſize of the under- 


n of his hearers, and brought down his in- 


F 3 _  tructions 
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ſtrudtions to their level. In his diſcourſes there was 
ſuch plainneſs and ſimplicity, united with ſuch gran- 
deur and ſublimity, that it is no wonder his hearers 
were ſtruck in an unuſual manner, and could not 
but ſay, * never man ſpake like his man.“ His com- 
mon _ converſation likewiſe, was always adapted to 
s miniſter grace to the hearers,* No ſuperfluous talk, 
no vain compliments, no low ſcandal ; it was always 
kind and mild; always holy and inflirutiive. Thro' 
a whole life of free converſation with all ſorts of 
men, not one ſentiment was uttered, unbecoming a 
preacher of righteouſneſs, a teacher ſent from Gop. 
>— View him as @ worker of miracles, and he did 
that well. His miraculous cures were all effectual 
and perfe&. His mighty works were all friendly 
and beneficent: friendly to the ſouls as well as 
the bodies of men ; being adapted to awaken their 
attention, convince their judgments and influence 
their hearts. No wonder the multitude marvelled, 
ſaying, it was never ſo ſeen in Jrael; that land 
of miracles: no wonder that, as we are told, they 
glorified the Gop of Iael. 


2. Chriſt's actions were performed with 1 de- 
ſigns; 


Both from good principles, and for good ends. Some 
actions, apparently good in themſelves, may pro- 
ceed from bad diſpoſitions of heart, and be done 
to ſerve ſome mean and ſiniſter ends. This was 
remarkably the caſe with the moſt ſhining actions 
of the Scribes and Phariſees in our Lord's time, 
Therefore he ſo often reproved their hypocriſy, 
gnd compared them to * whited ſepulchres, beau- 


tify] - 
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tiful without, but within full of corruption.” He 


was not intent, as they were, on making proſelytes 
to himſelf, as the head of a party. His zeal was 


not a cloke for pride and covetouſnefs, His aim 


was, not to advance his own reputation or ſecular 


intereſt, Every man is more or leſs moved by ſelf- 
iſh paſſions; and they influence him in almoſt every 
thing he doth. But Jeſus in no one action conſulted 
his own intereſt only; but ſhowed, by his contempt 
of riches, greatneſs and popular applauſe, that he 
was truly and tranſcendently rich, great and honour- 
able. He flattered not the wealthy and the learned, 
but with undaunted courage expoſed their hypocriſy. 
His aim was to honour his heavenly father. His: 
meat was to do the will of Gop.“ He ſhowed on 
all occaſions, the higheſt veneration, love, obedience 
and ſubmiſſion to his father, and endeavoured to 
glorify him by promoting the like diſpoſitions in 
others. His end was to ſerve mankind in their beſt 
intereſts; to reſcue them from the ſlavery of igno- 
rance, ſuperſtition and vice, and diffuſe knowledge, 
holineſs and happineſs among them. He came not 
to be miniſtered unto, but to minifer;- not to deſtroy” 
men's lives, but to fave them, and' to give his own 
life a ragſom for many.” 


ha Chriſt's actions were performed in an amiable | 
and graceful. manner. 


The word well in the text RM not only 
right and good, but lovely and beautiful. There 
is a manner of performing good actions, which 


gives them a luftre and grace, and renders even 
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beneficence uſelf more agreeable, Our Lord's ac- 

tions were performed with the greateſt prudence, 
_ tenderneſs, modeſty and devotion. More particu- 
larly, — there was a conſtant prudence in our Lord's 
manner of acting: a wiſe regard to times and pla- 
ces, perſons and circumſtances; ſo that he might 
give no unneceſſary. offence, but take men by the 
proper handle. This particularly appears in his 
repreſenting unacceptable truths under parables, — 
They were performed alſo with great compaſſion and 
tenderneſs. Thus in the caſe of the deaf man be- 
fore us, our Lord Aged (v. 24); pitying his moſt 
deplorable circumſtances. He ſought opportunities | 
of doing good, and conferring benefits. He did it 
freely and without reward. He ſhowed his com- 
Paſſion to the multitude in many inſtances, and 
treated even notorious offenders with all the ten- 
derneſs conſiſtent with fidelity. This won upon the 
hearts of many. — He likewiſe did things with 
great modeſtly and humility. He took this patient in 
particular aſide from the multitude.” (v. 33.) And 
when the cure was . charged them that 
they ſhould tell no man.“ And this it was that 
principalty led them to ſay he hath done all 
things well.“ Charmed with the modeſty which 
engaged him to conceal his own praiſe, * ſa much 
the more they publiſhed it. (v. 36.) He left his 
actions to ſpeak for themſelves. He put on no 
oſtentatious airs; never ſought his own. applauſe; 
never called the people about him to ſee and ad- 
mire his miracles; never. ſaid, with Jeu, come, 
ſee my zeal for the Lord.“ He was not elated 
with the applauſes be ſtowed upon him, In the 
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whole of his conduct he was meek and lowly in 
heart,” and this added a beauty to all his diſcourſes 


and all his actions. — Further, they were perform- 
ed with great devotion. And this in the eyes of all 
ſerious perſons, gave them a peculiar excellence. 
In performing this miracle, he looked up to heaven; 


(v. 34.) to intimate to the patient, whence all be- 


nefits come: for he could not give a deaf man 
that idea by words, He prayed when he raiſed 
Lazarus, and probably when he wrought other mi- 


racles; to direct the thoughts of the ſpectators to 


the God of heaven, from whom every good and 
perfect gift proceedeth.” Thus it appeared that he 
referred all to Gop, and ſought his glory in every 
thing he did: and this, in the judgment of the 
wiſe and good, added a grace ans a charm to ĩt. 
I am to add once more, 


4. This was the caſe with alf his actions. 


Whatever the perſons ſpeaking in the text might 
particularly refer to, we have the higheſt reaſon to 
adopt their words in the moſt extenſive ſenſe, and 
ſay, he did aLL things well, without one fingle 
exception, The eſtabliſhed teachers among the Jews, 
tho* they were held in great veneration, were in 
many reſpects very faulty. Yea, there never was a 


_ divinely commiſſioned teacher, but himſelf, concern- 


ing whom this could be ſaid. The greateſt heroes, 


and ſaints recorded in ſcripture had their failings and 
blemiſhes, Mo/es and the prophets' were men of 
like paſſions with us, and ſaid and did ſome things 
1. This was the caſe of the apoſtles alſo, But 
the 2 of jeſus was Gy conſiſtent, and: 
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all of a piece. He was the ſame in every place, 
and every circumſtance. In publick aſſemblies, in | 
his private converſe with his fliends, he was pure 
without ſtain, ſtrict without ſeverity, chearful with- 
out levity, yea he was altogether lovely. His whole 
life was conducted with that wiſdom, and ſupported 
with that dignity, which became the Son of Gop,. 
the teacher and ſaviour of men, It was a life, 
the greateſt and beſt that ever was led by man, 
or ever was the ſubjeQ of hiſtory 1. Could we have 
examined it thoroughly in all its parts and con- 
nexions, it would appear in this light: and the 
more we ſtudy it, the greater reaſon we ſhall have 
to ſay, he hath done all things well.” His actions 
were all good — performed with good deſigns— 
and in a not amiable manner — and this was the 
character of all his actions. = 

I now proceed to the practical improvement we 
are to make of ths ſabject. And it ſhall be in 
theſe inferences. How unjuſt was the treatment 
our Lord met with in the world! — How worthy is 
he of our admiration, reverence and love! — And 


how fit is it that we ſhould imitate this excellent 
and lovely ur | 


APPLICATION, =» 


1. How unjuſt was the treatment our Lord met 
_ Fith in the world! 


The flight and imperfect view we have been ta- 
king of his character and conduct, is ſufficient to 
con vince us, that he came from Gon, and that 


| Gay 
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Gob was with him. It ſhows that he was no de- 
ceiver, There have been impoſtors in the world, 
who have deceived maltitudes: but what impoſtor 
ever did all things well? Notwithſtanding his ut- 
moſt caution and artifice, his baſe defigns wilt 
ſometimes appear, and the wife and the judicious: 
at leaſt. will ſce and abhor them. But we behold: 
Jeſus paſſing thro* many ſcenes and circumſtances, 
with equal integrity, . wiſdom and dignity; without” 
one fault, one imperfection either ia deed or word; 
publiſhing the moſt excellent doctrines and impor- 
tant precepts; and behaving with the greateſt pru- 
dence, . decency: and ' humility, — Yet notwithſtanding: 
this, he was charged as a deceiver; a blaſphemer, 
à confederate with Satan. But, as ſome of the wiſer” 
Fews themſelves argued, his were not the words 
of ' a man who had a devil. How could © a man 
that was a aner do ſuch miracles; and do them in 
ſo graceful a manner? If this man were not of Goo 
he could do nothing; nothing like what he did. 
Could he be a confederate with Satan, when it was 
the whole buſineſs of his life to weaken his king- 
dom, to glorify Gop, and dv good to men? Who 
would not lament the corruption of human nature, 
that any ſhould be found baſe and malicious e- 
nough to defame fo lovely a character? WLO would 
not lament the wickednefs- of that generation of 
men, who could vilify, inſult and erucify this holy 
one, the lord of glory, and put him to death as 
an il dber, who had done all things well? But 
it is more ſtrange and lamentable ſtill, that . 4 
who are born in a chriſtian and proteſtant land, 
and are not under the power of thoſe prejudices, 
F 5 * 
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by which the Jeav, were influenced, ſhould venture 
to aſperſe fuch a character; artfully attempt to 
weaken the evidences of his miſſion, and ridicule 
his laws and inſtitutions. Yet fuch have been found 
in Britain, and I fear there are yet fome of this 
malevolent diſpoſition. But I imagine that it is bis 
having done all things well,“ that diſpleaſeth them. 
The purity of his precepts and the luſtre of his 
example pain and mortify them. They therefore 
endeavour to perſuade themſelves and others, that 
he was a deceiver, and * hating truth, they will 
not come to the light, Jeſt their deeds fhould be 
reproved.” Let the view we have been taking of 
the ſpotieſs character of our redeemer confirm our 
faith in him and his holy religion: for, as one of 
the writers of his life tell us, it was written, that 
ye might believe, that Jeſus is the Chriſt,” the pro- 
miſed Meſſiah, the ſon of Gov, and that believing 
ye might have life thro' his name +.? 


2. How worthy is Chriſt of our admiration, Tee 
yerence and love ! 


When we read his hiſtory, and hear of hls: con- 
duct and his love, I hope our hearts alſo ſay, he 
hath done all things well.“ But it is very likely 
that ſome of thoſe perſons, whe were beyond 
meaſure aſtoniſhed,” and ſaid this, did not believe 
in him and become his diſciples; yea might after- 
wards be of the number of thoſe who ſaid, eu- 
cify him.“ Let it be our care not only to admire 
and applaud him, but to cheriſh thoſe affections to 
him, which his great qualities and works demand. 

N in 
t John xx. 30. | 
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In order to this, let us conſider how nearly we are 
connected with him. We call him our Lord and 
Saviour. He is our head, and we are the members 
of his body. And this ſurely will excite us to take 
pleaſure in reffecting on the excellency of his cha- 
rater, and the wonders of his love. We are plea- 
ſed with ſome faint goodneſs in men, and can hardly 
help reverencing and. loving a worthy character. 
How much doth he deſerve our higheſt eſteem and 
affection, who was a complete model of worth and 
goodneſs, and whoſe perfections were all employed 
in our ſervice and for our happineſs! When we 
obſerve the beauty and grandeur which appeared 
in all his actions, our hearts muſt be hard and un- 
feeling, if they are not ſtruck with admiration and 
filled with joy: yea if fincere and fervent prati- 
tude ard love do not mingle themſelves with our 
admiration and joy. His unblameable, amiable con- 
duct adds authority to his doctrines, and weight to” 
his precepts: and they muſt have no ſenſe of true 
excellency, who do not ſee a' glory in Chriſt, ſu- 
periour to that of every name which makes a figure 
in hiſtory, and who do not feel that he is inefti- 
mably precious to their fouls: Let us alſo give 
thanks unto God, for ſuch a teacher, for ſuch an: 
example of attractive goodneſs, univerſal righteouſ- 
neſs and charity. Thanks be unto Go for this 
his unſpralable gift! | Ee 


3. How fit is it that we imitate this excellent 
and lovely pattern! 


It was not to raiſe our wonder, and entertain 
our Curiofity, that the life of Chriſt was written 
8 by- 


_—_— 
* 


tos Of Cnms7's doing all Things quel. Dif. 7. 


by four of his followers. It was not for this pur- 
poſe that the chief lines of it have been now ſet 
before you: but all is intended to engage our 
imitation. The leadivg deſign of all which hath 
been ſaid is, to urge upon you this exhortation, 
© go ye and do /ikewi/e. The Heathen philoſo- 
phers were complained of by ſome of their con- 
temporaries, that they acted contrary to their own 
precepts. And our Lord charges it upon the Jewiſh 
teachers, that they ſaid and did not .“ But all his 
own precepts. were heautifully exemplified in his 
conduct. He was a perfect model, as well as a 
perfect teacher, of righteouſneſs. His pattern is 
fuited to us, and proper for our imitation. It is 
not falſe to miſlead us, nor dazzling to confound 
us. It is the example of one, who tho* he had 
no ſoperiour and no rival in the excellencies of bis 
character, was found in faſhion as. a man; ſubje& 
| to the pains, neceſſities, frailties and temptations 
of mankind. Indeed in ſome parts of his conduct 
we Cannot attempt to imitate him, without igno- 
rance, preſumption and blaſphemy. In what was 
; peculiar to his character as a divine teacher and 
the Meſſiah, we cannot reſemble him. But in his 
general conduct as a man; in what he did, as a 
partaker of human nature, he may and ought to 
be imitated by us, He hath propoſed himſelf to us 
as our example. If any man will come / after 
me, let him fellow me. Learn of me,” ſaith he. 
+ I have given you an example, that ye ſhould 
do, as 1 have done unto you.” His apoſtles re- 
commended him to our imitation, St. Paul ſaith, 

— 2 let 

+ Matt, xxlii, 3. 
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© Jet the /ame mind be in you that was in Chriſt 
| Jeſus. He hath left us,” ſaith Pater, an example, 
that we. ſhould follow his ſteps. He _ ſaith he 
abideth in him,” St. John obſerves, * ought alfo to 
walk as he walked.” By becoming like him, we 
become what we ought to be, and what we muſt 
be, if we deſire to be happy with him for ever, 
Let us then trace his ſhining character, and endea- 
vour to reſemble him. For inſtance ; let our ac- 
tions be good, juft and holy + elſe our eg bis 
name will be our ſhame and reproach, Let bo- 
lineſs to the Lord“ be infcribed upon all we do, 
and nothing inconſiſtent with chriſtian purity, in- 
tegrity, meekneſs and love be ever ſound in us. 
— Let us be always careful whatever we do, to 
da it well ; from the beſt principles; from the fear 


and love of Gon, a ſenſe of his preſence, a re- 


verence for his authority, and a deſire to pleaſe 
and glorify him. Otherwiſe men may ſay it is 


done well, and Gop, that it is done 21. They 


may reckon ſome of thoſe actions virtuous and com- 
mendable, for which he may condemn us. 


Let us alſo attend to the manner in which our 


aQtons are done. There are many great and lamen- 
table imprudences in ſincere chriſtians. By reaſon 


of theſe their profeſſion is diſhonoured, their good 


| ſpoken-evil-of, and their real excellencies have leſs 


force and influence than they would otherwiſe. have. 
There ſhould be, if 1 may ſo. expreſs it, a. de- 


cency and politeneſs even in religion: a graceful 
manner of performing good actions, which a wiſe 


man will not negle&, and which will command. the 


oleem and reſpect of the * while the infir- 
mities 
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mities and imperfections of ſome holy men tarniſh 
their virtues and lefſen their characters. It is our 
duty to provide things honourable in the fight of alt 
men. Attend therefore to the apoſtle's exhortation, 
© whatſoever things are lovely and of good report; 
if there be any virtue, if there be any praife, think 
on theſe things.“ 

And finally, let it be our concern and moſt di- 
ligent endeavour, to do all things well; to main- 
tain a ſteady conſiſtent charaQer ; — to have our 
conduct in every reſpect good and commendable, 
and all of a piece. There is a beauty and glory 
in ſuch a conduct, which will render our friendly: 
admonitions and example forcible, and will adorn 
the doctrine of Gop our Saviour. What pity is it 
that ſo many chriſtians, and ſome that one would. 
hope are ſincere, are a ſtrange mixture; a ſelf- 
contradiction | They poſſeſs ſome ſhining qualities, 
and manifeſt fome mean and contemptible ones, 
Pride, paſfion, ill-nature, peeviſhneſs and unchari- 
tableneſs, are often appearing, amidſt a conſcien- 
tious regard to religious inftitutions and ſtrict juſ- 
tice ; yea amidſt many acts of generoſity and cha- 
rity. Some are too fond of the world; too eager: 
of | its profits; too impatient under loſſes and 
diſappointments, Some deal in evil-fpeaking and 
low ſcandal: and ſome make very unbecoming en- 
croachments upon truth, who would abhor a ma- 
licious or a direct lie. But, my Brethren, theſe 
things ought not ſo to be. Doth the ſame foun- 
tain fend forth bitter and ſweet water? Were any 
irregularities of this kind found in our divine maf- 
ter ? Do not his precepts, doth not his example, 

. forbid 
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forbid them? Let us labour to be blameleſs and 
harmleſs, as the diſciples of Chriſt, without re- 
buke; and ſtrive to be cemplete in all the will of 
Gop. Indeed if we are ſo, we cannot pleaſe all 
men; but muſt expect ſome of that hard treatment 
which our Lord met with. His reſolution in a good 
cauſe coſt him his liberty and his life. Herein 
we are to imitate him; to be ſteady and firm, 
where conſcience and religion are concerned, and 
compliment no man at the expence of theſe. And 
if the world ſhould ſay, we do things z//,” it is 
fufficient, that Gop will ſay of us, well done, 
good and faithful ſervants ! *-——To conclude. Let 
us be deeply humbled before Gop, that we ma» 
nifeſt ſo little of the temper of Chriſt, tho* we 
have read and heard ſo much of it. Let us dili- 
gently ſtudy his hiſtory and contemplate his exam- 
. ple, that we may derive both light and warmth 
from it. And may his Spirit be communicated to 
us to form us to his bright reſemblance. And thus 
(as the apoſtle expreſſeth it) we beholding as in 
a glaſs, the glory of the Lord Jeſus, may be chang- 
ed into the /ame image, from glory to glory, as by 
the Spirit of the Lord 1. Amen. 


+ 2 Cor, iii, 28. 
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* 


ABRAHAmM's Deſire and Joy to ſee Cuxlsr's. 
Day. | 


Joan: viii, 56, 


Your father ABRAHAM rejoiced to fee my day: and ht 
| Jaw it, and was glad. 


T is a common thing for thoſe to be proud of 

their hereditary honours, who act baſely them- 
ſelves; and to boaſt of the virtues of their anceſtors, . 
when they have none of their own, But no nation 
ever carried this vanity and weakneſs to ſach a 
height as the Jews. Abraham was the friend of Gov, 
and highly honoured by him: and becauſe the Jews 
deſcended from this holy patriarch, they not only 
tooked upon themſelves as more honourable than 
other nations, but thought their relation to him 
would be a ſecurity to them from national calami- 
ties, yea from the puniſhment of a future ſtate, 
tho? they were ever ſo wicked. From this ground- 
leſs conceit in part, they rejected the evidences our 
Lord gave of his divine miſſion. And in his diſ- 
courſe with them in this chapter, he is ſhowing 
them how fooliſh their .reafonings, and how vain 
their hopes, from their relation to Abraham, were, 
He tells them, if they were genuine children of 


Abraham, 
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Abraham, they would do his works; readily receive 
2 divine revelation, which was confirmed by ſufft» 
cient evidence, as Abraham did. Our Lord had told 
them if they received and kept his ſayings, they 
ſhould not ſee death,“ that is, ſhould be raiſed to 
eternal life. They then aſk him, if he was greater 
than Abraham and the Prophets who were dead # 
Our Lord replies, that it was their ignorance of 
Gop, which led them to reject his Son; and that 
their father Abraham rejoiced to ſee his day and 
ſaw it and was glad, '. 4. You deſpiſe me as 
unworthy your notice; but he valued me. He re- 
joiced to ſee my day, having had ſome diſcoveries. 
of it made to him, But you do not diſcern my 
day and bid it welcome, now it is come.“ This 
was a proof that they were not Abraham's children: 
for they ſcorned that, which he deſired; and re- 
jected. that, in which he rejoiced. This aſſertion of 
our Lord, my Brethren, needs and deſerves ſome 
illuſtration; as it may throw a light upon many 
parts of the old teſtament, eſpecially the hiſtory of 

Abraham, and the covenant made with him; and 


will ſuggeſt ſome very important inſtructions.— Let 
7 then conſider, 


I. The object of Abraham's deſire — to ſee Chriſt's 
day. 


3h The gratification of that defire — he ſaw it. 
——— And, 


im. The effect it bad upon him — he was glad. 
— Let us conſider, 


I. The object of Abraham's deſire. 


I ſay 
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J fay defire, for, in the judgment of the beft 
criticks, the word here rendered rejoiced, ſhould be 
tranſlated he earneſtly defired : ſo the eaſtern verſions 
render it: and indeed it is neceſſary to underſtand 
it thus, in order to avoid the evident tautology 
which appears in our verſion. Let us then conſi- 
der what is meant by Chriſt's day, and how Abra- 
ham ſtood affected towards it. | 

What is meant by Chriſt's day, will appear from 
the frequent uſe of the word Jay in ſcripture, We read 
of the days of Noah and Lot; which refers not 
only to the times in which they lived, but to 
the events of thoſe times. We frequently meet 
with this expreſſion in the prophecies, in that 
day ſhall this and the other event happen; which 
refers to the whole period of the chriſtian diſpen- 
ſation. So that the day of ©Chrif muſt here ſige 
nify his appearance on earth, and the events of 
his life: what he was to do and teach and ſuffer; 
and more particularly refers to thoſe grand events, 
which were peculiarly characteriſtick of his office 
and employment; namely, his death and reſurrec- 
tion as the Saviour of ſinners. It will likewiſe in- 
clude the diſpenſation he was to introduce; the; 
covenant of grace which he was to publiſh, en- 
large and eftabliſh, and the bleſſedneſs he was to- 
beſtow upon his people. The text implies that 
* ſome diſcoveries of theſe things had already been. 
made to Abraham.” As ſoon as ever he was cal- 
led to leave his kindred, God promiſed that * in- 
him all the families of the earth ſhould be blef- 
ſed . This r was ſeveral times repeated, 

8 | with 
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with this addition, that * in his feed all the nati- 
ons of the earth ſhould be bleſſed.” St. Paul tells 
us, that the ſcripture foreſeeing, that Gop would 
juſtify the Heathen: thro' faith, preached before the 
goſpel to. Abraham ; ſaying, In thee ſhall all nations 
be bleſſed t.“ And when Gop promiſed to be a 
Gop to his ſeed, it intimated that they ſhould 
be taken into the covenant of grace, and be heirs 
of eternal life. Gop was not aſhamed to be 
called. their Gap, as he had provided for them a 
city. Now thefe difcoveries filled Abraham with 
wonder, He reflected on them with pleaſure. He 
knew theſe promiſes contained preat things; and 
they raiſed his expectations of ſomething very glo- 
rious, which was in future ages to be revealed 
and offered to the world. He rejoiced that theſe 
diſcoveries were made to kim, and he earneſtly 
defired or vehemently wiſhed, as the word figni- 
fies, to know more of them. He ſtretehed him» 
felf forth and leaped forward with joy, to meet 
the obje& of his wiſhes; hoping and longing for 
ſome further revelation of Chriſt's day. Indeed a 
ſtate of deſire is generally a ſtate of uneaſfineſs; 
but that is often abundantly overbalanced by the 
proſpect of enjoying the deſited good, When we 
hear of ſomething great and conſiderable which is 
going on now, or is to be done in ſome diſtant 
period, it is natural for us to enquire and will 
to know, when, and how, and by whom, it is 
to be done. Tho? we have but obſcure intimati- 
ons of it, our curioſtty 1s raiſed: and when our 
expectation of any TE approacheth towards 


+ certainty, 
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certainty, it occaſions great pleaſure, Thus Abra- 
ham had ſet his heart upon Chriſt's day. That it 
might come, was the object of his warmeſt defire, 
and he was eager to know more of it. He wan- 
ted to be informed more particularly, what that 
feed of his was, in whom the nations were to be 
bleſſed; and what was the principal bleſſedneſs 
which they were to enjoy. He was borne on with 
deſire to know ſomething of the great tranſactions 
of his life, by whom the blefling, was to be pro- 
cured for all nations, and of the happy ſtate into. 
which the - world- ſhould: be brought by it. And 
as he hunſelf was bleſſed by being converted from 
idolatry to the knowledge and practice of true re- 
ligion, he could not but conelude, that this was 
the diſtinguiſhing bleſſing to be conferred on his 
ſeed; and therefore he was ſolicitous to know how 


and by whom it was. to be og about.——Let 
us conſider, | 


II. The gratification or fulfilling of his defire. 


He ſaw Chriſt's day.“ Now this intimates, that 
So was pleaſed to reveal more of it to Abraham, 
than he had known before. Tho? there be nothing 
ſaid in his hiſtory of any immediate diſcoveries of 
this kind made to him, yet our Lord, who was. 
before Abraham, and knew what he ſaw, better 
than Moſes did, plainly intimates, that his deſire 
was pratified, and his joy was increaſed. Gop per- 
haps was pleaſed to reveal to him ſome circum- 
ſtances relating to the coming of Chriſt, the great 
end of his appearance, the nature of that covenant 
which was made with himſelf and his ſeed; and 
| | par- 
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particularly that it included all thoſe of every na- 
tion, who ſhould receive and believe the goſpel, I 
imagine that be might have a diſtin foreſight of 
the principal tranſactions of Chriſt's life, and the 
happy ſtate into which the world was to be brought 
by the goſpel. And there were ſeveral circumſtances 
in his own life, which might, by the operations 

of the ſpirit of Gop upon his mind, lead him to 
ſee the chief myſteries of the goſpel. Perhaps, for 
inſtance, from the reſpect he ſhewed to Melchiſedect, 


as a king and the prieſt of the moſt high Gov, and 


the bleſſing he received from him, the ſpirit of 
Gop might direct his thoughts in a lively manner 
to Jeſus Chriſt, as * a prie/t upon a throne,” who was 
to bleſs all the faithful ſervants of Gop, By his 
earneſt interceſſion for Sodom, he might be led to 
underſtand ſomething of the ſucceſsful mediation of 
Chriſt in behalf of periſhing finners. He might be 


led to underſtand his caſting out Hagar and Iſhmael 


at the divine command, as a type and repreſentation 
of the unbelieving Fews being caſt out of Gop's 
family, and the believing Gentiles, as children of 
the free-woman, being taken in and made heirs of 


the heavenly inheritance ; for ſo the apoſtle tells 


us it was, But there was no event more likely to 
give him a true and large idea of the leading de- 
ſign of the goſpel, than his offering up his ſon 
Jaac. His thoughts might be led by this affecting 
ſcene, to the death of Chriſt, as a ſacrifice for fin, 
and to ſee the wonderful love of Gop therein: and 
Tfaac's being taken alive from the altar, would be 
a proper emblem of Chriſt's reſurrection and his 
being thus declared to be the Son of Gop with 


power. 


| 
| 
' 
; 
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power. A learned writer 4 hath endeavoured to 
prove, by many ingenious and plauſible arguments, 


that this was the ſole end, for which he was com- 


manded to offer 7/aac; and that to this and this 
alone, our Lord refers in the text. He ſoppoſes, 
that this command was deſigned to inform 4braham, 
in a ſymbolical manner, that is, by ſigns and actions | 
inſtead of words, that Chriſt was to be a facrifice 
for the ademption of the world. He argues this alſo 
from the words of the apoſtle; By faith Abraham 
offered up T/aac, accounting that Gop was able to 
raiſe him from the dead, from whence alſo he re- 
ceived him in a figure l. or in a parable or repreſen- 
tation, as the word ſignifies: that is, it was deſigned 
to be typical of the ſacrifice of Chrift. But whe- 
ther this was the chief deſign of Gop in command- 
ing him to offer up his Son, or any part of the 
defign, Gop might, and I imagine did, lead his 


views from this tranſation to the death of the 


Meſſiah, which was. to be accompliſhed in future 
ages. And the deliverance of 7/aac from death, 
and the proſpe& of Chriſt's ſuffering for the re- 
demption of the world and riſing from the dead, 
being thus united, would give him peculiar delight. 
If he did not ſee Chriſt's day in this ſymbolical 
repreſentation, he ſaw it by faith in the promiſes * 


Which Gop had given to him: the general meaning 


of theſe he underitood, by ſome impreſſions. which 
were made upon his mind of the future events 


relating to Chriſt and his goſpel. His faith ſup- 


plied the place of fight; and put a preſent reality 
into theſe things. Tho? the objects were obſcurely 


. revealed, 
1 Bp. Warburton, | Heb. xi, 19. 
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revealed, and many ages were to intervene before 
they were fully diſcovered, yet by faith he */aw 
them; was as ſure that they would appear, as if he 
had actually ſeen them, And this gave him joy: 
which is the next thing we are to conſider, 


III. The effect which theſe diſcoveries had upon 
Abraham. 


He ſaw it and was glad.“ The word tranſla- 
ted rejoiced may ſignify the pleaſure which the expec- 
tation of ſome approaching blefling occaſions. The 
word, he was glad, denotes the calm, ſettled joy, 
which ariſeth from our knowledge of its worth, 
and obtaining the poſſeſſion of it. It was doubtleſs 
a great pleaſure to Abraham, that Gop had con- 
deſcended ſo far, and honoured him ſo much, as 
to gratify his deſire. He could not but look upon 
it as a peculiar token of the divine favour to him. 
He reckoned it a great. honour to be the father 
of many nations; but undoubtedly rejoiced more 
when he found, that the church of Gop was to 
deſcend from him and to be named after him; and 
that the redeemer of the world was to ariſe out 
of his family.— He was glad, for the ſake of his 
natural ſeed, that the Jews were to be the pe- 
culiar people of Gop, and be honoured with fo 
many - marks of the divine favour, in order to 
prepaie the way for the coming of the Meſſiah, 
who was to be the glory, the greateſt glory, 
of Gop's people Iſrael. It may likewiſe be very 
naturally concluded, from the known benevolence 
of Abraham's temper, that it would give him great 
Joy to be aaron that Chriſt was to be for 

4 ſal· 
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* ſalvation to the ends of the earth: That the 
goſpel was not to be confined. to his natural ſeed; 
but that all who believed it, ſhould become Gob's 
covenant- people and *4brahum's ſeed according to 
the promiſe,” that is, to be bleſſed by Chriſt Je- 
ſus. — But his generous heart muſt rejoice moſt 
in this; that the bleflings of the covenant were 
not only to reach to every believing generation to 
the end of time, but to terminate in a happy e- 
ternity; in the n of that * better country, 
that heavenly one,” of which Canaan was a type, 
and which, as the apoſtle tells us, Abraham and 
the other patriarchs ſought and expected: in the 
faith of which they died, not having received 
the things promiſed, but having ſeen them afar 
off, were perſuaded of them and embraced them .” 
Before we proceed to the improvement of this 
ſobject. I would obſerve, that this hint of our 
Lord in the text, gives us reaſon to believe, that 
the patriarchs and jewiſh prophets knew more of 
the goſpel, than we could conclude from the old 
teſtament alone; and had clearer diſcoveries made 
to them of the bleſſings of it, than are there ex- 
preſſed. I make no doubt but David and other 
pious Jews, ſaw beyond the outſde and letter of 
the law, into the typical ſenſe and meaning of 
many appointments of it: and, thro* its glimmer- 
ing ſhadows and reſemblances, they beheld very 
much of the ſubſtance and glory of the goſpel ; 
more. than they were permitted to record, This 
might ariſe partly from their careful ſtudy of the 
prophets, who wrote before them; but it was prin- 
| | cipally 
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cipally an honour which Gop put upon their de- 
| vout *meditations and prayers, by ſhowing them 
theſe - things: For, as St. Peter obſerveth, * they 
ſearched what, or what manner of time, the ſpirit 
| of Chriſt which was in them did ſignify .“ To this 
perhaps the Pſalmiſt may refer, when he faith, 
The /ecret of the Lord is with them that fear 
him;' and when he prays, open mine eyes, that I 
may behold wondrous things out of thy law ;? that 
I may have a glimpſe of thoſe glorious ſecrets of 
the golpel, which are wrapt up ia the precepts 
and rites of the law. This greatly contributed to 
the pleaſure they found in the ſcriptures and in 
Gop's ordinances ; and which they ſo ſtrongly and 
devoutly expreſs in their writings, This led David 
and the prophets to ſpeak of Chriſt and his goſ- 
pel in ſuch high terms, and to expreſs ſo much 
| joy in the proſpect of thoſe bleſſings which he 
ſhould bring to the world. This hint ſhould be 
made familiar to your minds f. 


Let me now ſhow to what uſeful purpoſes this 
ſubjes * 1s to be improved. 


1. Let us bleſs Gop ber we fi Chris tay 
fo Clearly ; 


So much more must, aiioely and perfectly, 
than Abraham did. On this account our Lord con- 
gratulated his diſeiples, * bleſſed are the eyes 
which ſee the things that ye ſee: For I tell you, 
that many prophets and kings have defired: to ſee 


= thoſe things which ye ſee, and have not ſeen. them, 
. : G 
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and to hear thoſe things which ye hear, and have 
not heard them 1.“ The cleareft diſcoveries that 
were made of them to any of theſe prophets and 
kings, even to Abraham and David, could hardly 
be called /ght, in compariſon with their's, Nay 

we ſee them more fully than the diſciples them- 
ſelves had at that time done. For chriſtianity was 
bat juſt opening upon them. The principal truths 
of it, thoſe I mean relating to the ſacrifice and 
Intercefion of Chriſt, and the offices and work of 
the Spirit, were only hinted at, till after the reſur- 
region of Chriſt. We have the whole plan of 
chriſtianity diſtinaly ſet before us in the New 
Teſtament, and its moſt important bleſſings are re- 
preſented to us in the chriſtian ſacraments; that 
our ſenſes may help our faith, and encourage our 
hope. If Abraham ſo much rejoiced to ſee the 
little of Chriſt's day which he ſaw, how tranſ- 
porting would his joy have been to have ſeen 
and heard and read what we do! What obliga- 
tions then are we under to the divine goodneſs, 
which hath determined that we ſhould live in that 
happy day of light and liberty, when the goſpel 
ſhines around us in all its luſtre, and we have ſo 
many advantages for underſtanding and improving 

it! Glory be to Gop in the higheſt, that there 
ig peace on earth and good will to men; and 


that we partake of this ina 4461: 
Jearn, 


2. How che is their PIs who have no de- 
* after Chriſt, or will take no pains to be ac- 


—— 
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quainted with thoſe things which gave Abraham 
ſo much ſatisfaQion. 


It is the character of too many, who are called 
chriſtians, that their deſires center upon other things : 
To ſee wealth flowing in upon them; their fami- 
lies making a figure in the world; and to have 
opportunities of enjoying what they call pleaſure.” 
Their eager wiſhes for theſe things bear them thro? 
labour, difficulty and reproach. Their ſucceſs tranſ- 
ports them with joy, and makes their eyes lofty 
and their hearts haughty. This was not the cha- 
rater of Abraham. Gop promiſed him a froitful 
land; that his family ſhould be numerous and en- 
joy it ; that a race of princes ſhould deſcend from 
him, and that his name ſhould be great. Yet he 
was never tranſported with defire and joy to ſee 
theſe events. But to fee Chriff's day ſeems to have 
been his higheſt ambition: While many chriſtians 
mind nothing but earthly things ; have no time to 
| ſpare for ſtudying the ſcriptures, and no inclination 
to the work. Publick worſhip ſeems to be a bur- 
then rather than a pleaſure to them: And inſtead 
of retiring and meditating on the things of Chriſt, 
which they have heard at it, they ſeem to court 
any company or amuſement, that may baniſh theſe 
important troths from their thoughts. They can 
ſcarcely help gaining ſome knowledge of Chriſt; 
but it is very ſmall, and not ſufficient to lead 
them to make him the object of their love and 
confidence, They are without Chriſt: They look not 
attentively upon him, nor truly believe in him; 
tho” 2 diſpoſitions are abſolutely neceſſary to their 
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obtaining eternal life by him. What can we ſay 
to ſuch a conduct, but that the God of this world 
hath blinded their eyes?“ They are ſunk in igno- 
' rance, ſenſuality and an earthly ſpirit. So that. 
what Abraham, the friend of God, ſo earneſtly de- 
fired, they deſire not: And what even angel. 
themſelves de ſire to look into,” hath little or no 
effect upon their carnal ſenſeleſs hearts. Theſe ob- 
jects, tho" ſo great and glorious in themſelves, do 
not affect them. They are not ſuited to their taſle ; 
for they * ſavour not the things that be of Goo.? 
He hath written unto them the great things of 
his law, and the greater things of his goſpel ; but 
they have accounted them range things. As far 
as this is the caſe with any of you, Sirs, your 
caſe is pitiable, and your characters are wretched. 
You may... call yourſelves chriſtians, and boaſt of 
your relation to Chriſt, as the Jews did of being 
Abraham's children: But it may be ſaid of you, as 
Chriſt ſaid of them, * Ye are of your father the 
devil, and ye do his works.” If you were chriſti- 
ans indeed, you would highly yalue the goſpel; 
you would ſtudy it carefully: Von woplg, with St. 
Paul, count all things but loſs for the excellency of 
he knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus the Lord ;* and eſteem 
all earthly gain, bonour and pleaſure, but as du 
that you may win Chriſt and be found in him.” 
Think and boaſt what you will, you will never be 


acquainted with true pleaſure, till you are ſavingly 
acquainted with Chriſt Jeſus. 


3. Thoſe who have ſeen ſomething of Chriſt, wil 
"earneſtly defire to ſee more. 


This 
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This was the caſe with Abraham. Gop had let 


in a little light upon his mind, and he was im- 
patient for more. Thus chritians, to whom Chritt 
hath been revealed; who have any good acquaint-' 
ance with the wonderful things he hath done for 
mankind, the unſearchable riches of his grace and 
the invaluable bleſſings he bath to beſtow for time 
and eternity, and who have been led to ſeek an 
intereſt in him; they wil! follow on to know more 
of kim: To be further acquainted. with thoſe de- 
| lightful things, which are wrapt up in the myſteries 
of the goſpel. They will defire this, not only to 
gratify their curioſity and give pleaſure to the mind; 
but ae it hath a transforming efficacy upon their 
hearts, and tends to increaſe: their holineſs. I hope 
ſome of you are in this reſpect, men of wiſdom. 
And. I entreat you to cheriſh fervent defires after 
growth in grace and in the knowledge of Jeſus: 
Chriſt, There is, as the text intimates, a jey which. 
attends deſiring and thirſting after fuller manifeſ- 
tation of the redeemer's glory. Fho' ſearching af- 
ter truth is laborious, yet the new diſcoveries which 
will be continually made, richly reward the labour; 
eſpecially when a ſufficient certainty of important 
truths and principles is attained, If this deſire be i 
cheriſhed, it will excite you to uſe the proper means 
of improvement in this heavenly ſcience. Vou will 
ſearch the ſeriptures daily; not only read them, 
but meditate upon them, and endeavour to under- 
ſtand their meaning and deſign; fince they teſlify 
of Chriſt and eternal life. You will be conſtant 
and devout in attending. chriſtian ordinances, eſpe- 
ally, the Lord's Supper; where you ſee more of 
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Chriſt and the grace of the goſpel, than in any 
other ſervice. You will likewiſe earneſtly pray for 
the influences of the ſpirit; that he would * take 
of the things of Chriſt and eu them to you That 
your underſtanding being enlightened, ye may know 
more clearly * what is the hope of your calling.“ 
To excite and increaſe in you this holy ambition 
to ſee more of Chriſt, conſider that there is room 
for everlaſting improvement tn the knowledge of 

bim: That there are height and length and. depth 
and breadth in the love of Chriſt, which pa all 
knowledge: and that as you improve in it, your joy 
will abound, Let it be farther confidered, that your 
deſires will be gratified, * Gop is ready to give 

his holy ſpirit to. them that 2 it. To him that 
hath ſhall be given: And then ſhall we know, if 
we follow ox to know the Lord.“ In many other 
reſpects, be that increaſeth knowledge increaſeth 
forrow “ But he that groweth in the knowledge of 
' Chriſt, will find his Pleaſure*and his. holineſs in- 
creaſed; and, which is a moſt important thought, 
be capable of enjoying greater. happineſs in _ 
heavenly world. 1 add, once more, 


4. They who have ſeen and known Chriſt bre 
great reaſon to rejoice. | 


They who have ſeen him, ſo as to believe in 
| him and fix the confidence of their ſouls upon him, 
have a ſolid foundation for joy. So the apoſtle 
ſaith, * whom having not feen with your bodily eyes, 
re love; in whom, tho* now ye ſee him not, yet 

delievin g, xe dice, with joy unſpeakable and full of 
| a legs. 
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glory t. You have the joy of faith, and there is 
no joy like it, Have you ſeen this ſaviour to be 
yours, and have you juſt ground to believe that you 
have an intereſt in him ? ""_ in the Lord al- 
ways, and again I ſay rejoice.” For this holy joy will 
enlarge your hearts in duty, and ſtrengthen you 
againſt the temptations of life. It will cool your 
ardour after the world and take your hearts of 
from carnal joys; of which you will ſay, as one of 
the Fathers, how pleaſant is it to want theſe plea- 
ſures! Abraham was glad to ſee Chriſt's day; and 
no doubt it reconciled him to his pilgrimage-ltate, 
and to the proſpect of thoſe ſufferings, which his 
poſterity was for a while to endure in Egypt. Thus 
ſhould the chriſtian rejoice in Chriſt Jeſus ; in ſea. 
ſoas of bodily affliction, and perplexity and diſtreſs 
of mind: ſince, becauſe Chriſt is his, things pre- 
ſent and things to come, life and death are his.“ 
In him he may rejoice, even in death itſelf; and 
ſay, as good Simeon, when he 'embraced his young 
redeemer, Lord, now letteſt thou thy ſervant de- 
part in peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy ſalua- 
tion. By theſe exerciſes of faith and love and holy 
joy, you will be training up for that world, in 
which brighter diſcoveries of Chriſt will be made 
to his people: Where they ſhall ſee his face, be 
with him where he is and behold his glory.“ In 
the mean time, may all our views of Chriſt be im- 
proved to the furthering our. holineſs and likeneſs 
to him, and training us up for this felicity and 
glory: Amen, 
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T he Foxes and Birds Si: aceommo- 
dated than CHRIST. 


Marr. vii, 20. 


& 


And Feſus faith unto; him, The Foxes have bole, —_ : 
. the Birds of the air have Nets ; but the ſon. of Man: 
: hath not where to lay his Head. 


\HERE is a ſtrong inclination in mankind. 
to enquire into minute circumſtances of the 
lives of thaſe, who have been eminent for piety, 
learning. or wit; or have made great improvements 
in any art on ſcience, 'Tho' this inclination may 
ariſe from mere curioſity, yet, as it is innocent in 
itſelf, ard the gratification of it may anſwer ſome 
valuable purpoſes, thoſe who have written the lives. 
of ſuch perſons, have generally endeavoured to gra- 
tify it. Bat there is this peculiar in the life and. 
hiſtory of_our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that every circum- 
ſtance of it, however minute, 1s entertaining and 
ioftruQive; and there 1s no point of light, in which 
we can view his character, but it appears truly. 
lauſtrious, and full of wiſdom, dignity and good 
neſs. We have one circumſtance of it in the text; 


5 
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Which perhaps hath been as little conſidered as any 
other, yet may ſuggeſt ſome important inſtruction.— 
Our Lord,. being fatigued with the great multitude 
which crouded about him, gave commandment- 
to depart to the other fide of the lake, near which 
he had been preaching and healing. As he was 
going towards the ſhip, a certain ſeribe, or doctor 
of the law, whoſe buſineſs it was to interpret and 
explain it, came to him; and,. expecting to gain 
wealth and honour in the ſervice of one, who, he 
imagined, would ſoon appear. as a glorious and tri- 
umphant prince, he faith to him, Maſter, I will, 
follow thee whitherſoever thou goeſt, and devote 
_ myſelf entirely to the ſervice of thy kingdom. Je- 
ſus, knowing his mean and mercenary. views, ſaith- 
to him, The foxes have holes, and the birds of. 
the air have neſts; but the ſon of: man hath nor. 
where to lay, his head,” and therefore you are not. 
to expect riches and honours. from me, We hear 
no more of this forward man: Probably. he went 
away ſorrowful : But the ſtory. is recorded for our- 
admonitioa; and in, the anſwer. to him, we. may / 
obſerve, 


I. Chrift's e on the provifion made for- 
the habitation of the inferiour creatures. The foxes+ 
have holes- and the birds of the air have neſts.” 


II. His repreſentation of bis own deſtitute cir - 
cumſtances. The ſon of man hath not where to lay 
his. head'—T ſhall illuſlrate theſe two particulars, and 
then ſhow, what uſeful. leſſons we may learn from 
__ . us conſider, 


Ss I. Chris- 
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I. Chriſt's remark on the proviſion made for 
the habitation of the inferiour creatures. 


The foxes have holes, &c. Men, having reaſon 
and underſtanding, are able to contrive and build 
convenient habitations for themſelves; and provi- 
dence hath furniſhed them. with a variety of trees, 
earths, ſtones and plants, in all places of the world, 
for this ufe. Yet ſuitable proviſion is alſo made- 


for the inferiour creatures to have convenient dwel- 


lings, wherein to repoſe, and breed. and nouriſh. 
their. young. Tame domeſtick animals are thus. ac- 


commodated by the care of man; as being more- 
immediately ſerviceable to him: But wild beaſts. 
and birds have alſo ſuitable accommodations. They: 
are directed by inſtin& to proper: places, where to- 


dring forth and nurſe their young and ſecure them- 
ſelves; becauſe they want ſuch ſecurity, being ſought: 


out by man to be taken and deſtreyed, or by other 


animals to feed upon. Thus the foxes have holes; and. 
we read in ſcripture that the rabbits or field-m ice 


(as ſome interpret the word) are but a feeble folk,“ 
and eaſily deſtroyed. when taken, yet they make 
their houſes in the rock *,? The high hills (ſaitb 


the pſalmiſt) are a refuge for the wvild goats, and 


the rocks for the conjes.” The birds have alſo con- 
venient habitations. Some make their neſts upon 


inacceſſible rocka. The eagle maketh her neſt on 
high : She dwelleth and abideth on the rock, *pon 
the crag of the rock. and the ſtrong place .“ 


thers fly to the habitations of men and ſeek 4 55 


ſhelter: in ſome parts of our dwellings. *© There 


the arrow finds a houſe, and the ſwallow a neſt 


for 
® Prov, xxx, 26a f Job xxxit, 27. 
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for herſelf, where ſhe may lay her young.“ Other 
birds make their neſts in trees or buſhes: In the 
higheſt trees, where they cannot eaſily. be reached; 
or the thickeſt buſhes, where they cannot eafily be 
ſeen; as if they rationally contrived to keep them 
from being deſtroyed, * In the trees the birds: 
make their neſts: As for the fork, the fir-trees are 
her houſe *.“ Some make their neſts on the ground, 
amidſt the. ſhrubs and graſs of the earth. By 


the rivulets of water the fowls of the heaven have 


their habitations, which ſing among the branches +.” 
Their ſagacity in diſcovering proper places for their 
neſts is very remarkable, and more fo; their ſkill: 


and dexterity in making them. — Before we pro- 


ceed to the other particular in oar text, let us: 


pauſe a little, and reflect upon the wiſdom and 
goodneſs of Gop which is herein apparent. How- 
wonderfully. are theſe: diſplayed in the provifion: 


made for the convenience and ſecurity. of beaſts: 
and birds! That theſe creatures are governed op 
an inſtinct implanted by the Creator, is very. eri- 
dent; conſidering that all of the ſame ſpecies pro- 


—ͤ— ——— 2 


vide and furniſh: their dwellings in the ſame man- 


ner, and have done ſo in every age. What beſides: 


an unerring inſtint, implanted and guided by an 


over-ruling providence, could direQ.theſe creatures. 
o chuſe their different. but: ſuitable: habitations ? 


Wich what contrivance do: the foxes and ſome other 
animals dig holes in the earth; and generally un- 
der rocks or large trees, in order to be more ſe- 
cure ? With what inimitable art (as a pious- 
natoraliſt obſerves) do the poor untaught birds lay- 

| G 6 a parcel; 


„ Palm cir. 17, 4 Plalm civ, 124. 
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Aa parcel of rude ſticks and ſtraws, moſs and dirt- 


together, and form them into commodious neſts !- 
With what curioſity do they line them within; 
wind and: place every hair, feather or lock of wool, 


to» guard the tender bodies of themſelves and young, 


and keep them- warm! With what art do many 


of them thatch them over, and plaiſter and coat 


them round, to guard and fence them againſt the 
injuries of the weather, as well as to deceive the 


eye of ſpectators “! Theſe excellent ends which 
they purſue, and the admirable art which they exert, 


are undoubtedly none of their own; but owing to- 


that adorable being, who gives irrational, as well 


as rational, creatures. wiſdom; who is wonderful 
in counſel and excellent in working.“ — Again, how 
great 2s that goodneſs- which hath made ſach-ample- 


proviſion for the- continuance; ſupport and comfort: 
of theſe creatures? How abundantly are they furni- 


ſhed with clothing, food and lodging by the uni- 
verſal parent! They are all part of his family and: 
not the meaneſt orders of them are overlooked or 
unprovided for by him. How widely doth. he dif- 


fuſe happineſs, and how kindly preſerve beaſts and 
birds as well as men! They a// wait upon him, 
and he openeth his hand and filleth them with. 


good. Theſe inſtances proclaim the creator's wiſ- 
dom, bounty and kindneſs: And we muſt reflect 


upon them with great coldneſs, if they do not lead: 
us to ſay with the Pſalmiſt, O. Lord; how mani- 


fold are thy works! In wiſdom- haſt thou made 


them all. The earth is full of thy riches 3 and thy ten- 


dier mercies are over all thy works,'—Let us conſider. 
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II. Chriſt's repreſentation of bis own deſtitute cir- 
cumſtances. 


»The ſon of man hath not where to lay his 
head: That illuſtrious perſon, propheſied of by Da- 
viel under that title; whoſe kingdom and ſufferings 
and glory he foreſaw, and whoſe dignity he cele- 
brated: This illuſtrious perſon, when he app:ared 
on earth, was * partaker of fleſh and blood, and found 
in ' faſhion as a man; yea, in. the likenefs of ſin- 
ful fleſh *.“ He was expoſed to the common. Infir- 
mities and hazards of human nature; to hunger 
and thirft and wearineſs. He was under a neceſ- 
fity of recruiting his animal powers by ſleep;; and 
was as liable to ſuffer by the inclemency of wea- 
ther and ſeaſons as other men, Conſequently he 
needed the ſame conveniences and accommodations. 
But he was often deſtitute of them. He was born 
in mean circumſtances: A ſtable was his bed- cham- 
ber; a manger his cradle, His whole life was a 
life of poverty. After he appeared in publick, as 
a'. preacher of righteouſneſs, he was indebred to the' * 
generoſity of men for his ſupport; for we read of 
thoſe, © who miniſtered to him of their ſubſtance,” 
He poſſeſſed not a large eſtate nor a ſtately palace: 
Nay he had no houſe; not ſo much as a cottage 
or hut, which he could call 4s own. He was be- 
| holden to others for his lodging, as well as his 
food; even to his own diſciples, and particularly 
Lazarus. Some other generous friends might wel- 
come him to their tables and their beds: But it 
is 3 that he was ſometimes deſtitute even 
| of 
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of a lodging; as may perhaps be inferred from the 
circumſtance of his lleeping in a fiſhing- boat. So 
little was he regarded in the world! For he came 


to his own, but his own received. him not.“ The 
want of a convenient, warm and agreeable lodging 
was peculiarly grievous, after he had been travel- 
ling many miles on foot; eſpecially after he had: 
been preaching to great multitudes, which he muſt. 
do with an elevated voice: A work which thoſe, 
who are employed in it know to be very laborious, 
occaſioning a great expence of ſpirits, and conſe- 
quently requiring a recruit of comfortable ſleep. 
In thoſe circumſtances to want ſuitable accommo- 
dations muſt be diſagreeable and. painful. Yet this 
was the caſe with our blefſed Lord. While the 
beaſts and the birds, even thoſe which are moſt. 
wild and voracious, had proper habitations ; and 
while almoſt every man. hath a houſe or chamber of 
his own, to which he can return in the evening,. 
and dwell ſecurely and comfortably, the ſon of 
man had not where to lay his head.“ So deſtitute 
were his citeumſtances!—Let us now. attend to the 
uſefal leſſons which we may. learn from hence, 


APPLICATION. 


1. How wiſe and faithful was Chriſt in this re- 
preſentation; and how much inſtruction doth it. 
convey to his followers ! N 


The ſcribe, who addreſſod our Lac declaring. 
his purpoſe to follow him whitherſoever he went, 
came in _ of obtaining great preferment and. 

honour 
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| honour in his kingdom. To put his ſincerity to 
the trial, and to convince him how much he had 
miſtaken the nature of that kingdom, Chriſt told 
him what his own condition was, and how vain 
were all expectations of wealth and grandeur from 
ſuck a maſter. It is an evident proof of his wiſdom 
and faithfulneſs, that he gave all his diſciples fair 
warning what they muſt expect, if they would adhere 
to his cauſe, Had he been an impoſtor, he would 
rather have flattered their expectations. If he had 
purſued temporal intereſts only, he would have pro- 
miſed his followers great things, and have ſaid no- 
thing of difficulties and dangers. On the contrary - 
he told them, that in the world they ſhould have 
tribulation ; that the world would kate them, as it 
had hated him.” * If any man will come after 
me, ſaith he, let him deny himſelf and take up bis 
croſs and follow me. Ye ſhall be hated of all men 
for my name's fake.” Yea he requireth his diſei- 
ples to relinquiſh father and mother, wife and chil- 
dren, houſes and lands, yea and their own lives 
alſo, when any of theſe come in competition with 
their duty to their Lord and maſter. It muſt be 
allowed, there was ſomething peculiar in the caſe of 
the firſt . chriſtians. They were expoſed to particu» 
lar trials and perſecutions. Nevertheleſs the king- 
dom of Chriſt is not of this world now, any more 
than it was then; and, as the apoſtle obſerveth, all 
that will live godly in Chriſt Jeſus,” all who are 
determined to be ſteadily good, ſhall ſuffer perſe- 
| cution “.“ We learn therefore not to take up a 
_ reſolution to follow Chriſt and eſpouſe his 
: cauſe ; 


„ > Tim, M. an; 
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cauſe; but to weigh matters deliberately; to conſi- 
der and count the coſt ; wiſely to balance the pro- 
fit and the loſs. They that would be Chriſt's faith- 
ful, ſtedfaſt diſciples muſt expect hardſhips, and pre- 
pare for them; be willing to bear all for his ſake, 
and to take a part in his indigence and diſtreſs, 
if he calleth them to it. On theſe terms alone, 
will he own. us as his diſciples. And unleſs this: 
be ſeriouſly confidered and laid down in our ac- 
count, tho' we may * receive: the word with joy and 
endure for a while, yet when tribulation and per- 
ſecution arife becauſe: of the word, we ſhalt" be / 
fended and draw back. Let us therefore attend to 
the advice of the apoſtle 3 Foraſmuch then as 
Chriſt hath ſuffered for us in the fleſh, arm your-- 
ſelves likewiſe with the Same mind *.” 


2. The condeſcenſion of Chrift in ſubmitting to. 
theſe hardſhips, is truly admirable. | 


© The ſon of man had not where to lay his head:* * 
How wonderful was his grace in ſtooping ſo low! 
Let us conſider who he was: © The Son of Gop; the 
brightneſs of his father's glory and the expreſs 
image of his perfon.” He laid the foundations of the 
earth ; built this ſtately houſe, which the children of 
men inhabit, and raiſed the glorious fabrick of na-- 
ture: Yet had not where to lay his head. One- 
would have imagined that, upon his appearance, 
the kings of the earth would have- offered him 
their tErones and their bed-chambers;; and eſteemed: 
his preſence the greateſt glory of their palaces: 
ny the lords and gentlemen of their bed-chambers · 

would. 
1 Pet; iv, 1, 
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would have waited upon him with the higheſt re- 
verence and pleaſure, and counted it their greateſt 
honour to have performed the meaneſt office for him. 
But the princes of this world knew him not. Their 
proud and prejudiced minds did not diſcern the Son 
of Gop, the Prophet and the Saviour, under his 
mean garb.—Conſider further, how he had been ac» 
commodated and attended before he appeared on 
earth. He had, as St. John tells us, © been in the 
. boſom of the father“; enjoyed inconceivable glory 
and happineſs with him before the foundation of 
the world. The angels had waited on him and 
miniſtered to him; and he had the moſt glorious 
and honourable place in Gop's heavenly palace. As 
| he could not but remember this, it. muſt, (to 
ſpeak after the manner of men,) make his deſtitute 
circumſtances on earth peculiarly grievous ; as none 
feel the burthen of poverty more than thoſe who 
have lived in plenty and ſplendour, — Conſider fur- 
ther, why, and for whom, he ſubmitted to this a- 
baſement, He bad done nothing to deſerve to be 
thus degraded, or to forfeit the leaſt part of his 
original dignity and happineſs. - It was for us men, 
fiafu] miſerable men, that he laid aſide his glory, 
fubmitted to the inconveniences of fleſh, and the' 
moſt grievous hardſhips and ſufferings, to which 
human nature is expoſed. The apoſtle ſums up 
theſe thoughts in that delightful comprehenſive paſ- 
ſage; Ve know the grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
that tho* he was rich, yet for your ſakes he denne 
poor, that ye thro' his poverty might be rich f.“ 
r ſuch grace ſhould excite our greateſt vene- 

ration | 


John i. 18. + 2 Cor, vith, 9. 
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ration for him, and our moſt ardent love to him. 
View the Son of Gop wandering about like an 
out-calt without an habitation 3 with few friends, 
and thoſe mean and poor; deſpiſed and rejected of 
men; and all for our fakes : And certainly we muſt 
be deſtitute of ingenuity and . gratitude, if we do 
not admire and adore his love, and endeavour to 
make him all the returns of love, duty and obedi- 
ence in our power. How fit is it that we ſhoull 
enter into that devout and beautiful reflection, which 
one of the Fathers makes upon our text, O bleſſed 
Jeſus, by how muck the lower thou waſt reduced for 
my ſake, by ſo much the deater a thou ever be 
unto mel? 


3. How reaſonable is it tht the difciples of 
Cbrin ſhould be humble when they have, and con- 
| tented when they have not, the comfortable ac- 
commodations A 


When our Lord would 8 to his diſei- 
whed a chearful truſt in the providence of Gop to 
ſupply their wants, he urgeth them to * conſider 
the fault of the air; they neither ſow nor reap,” 
nor have habitations provided for them by men: 
© Yet our heavenly father feedeth them.** Are not 
men much better than fowls? Doth Gos take care 
of oxen, of foxes, of birds? Will he not much 
more take care of his rational creatures, and eſpe- 
_ cially his children? But the text directs us to a 
more noble and jinſtructive object of conſideration. 
| Behold the Son of Gop, the Lord of glory, the 
ri of heaven, * who went about doing good 

yet 
Mat. vi. * 
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yet had not where to lay his head.“ He ſub» 
mitted to this, to ſhow us the vanity of worldly 
wealth; how fooliſh it is for men to be proud of 
their fine houſes, chambers and beds, or boaſt of their 
furniture and elegancies. He deſigned to teach his 
diſciples to ſeek better things; and to inſtruct them, 
that it was hardly worth their while to ſpend one anx- 
ious thought about thoſe things, which engtoſs the 
daily thoughts, cares and labours of the genera- 
lity of mankind, He ſubmitted to theſe incon- 
veniences, that he might be our example; and 
convince us, that neither the elegancies nor conve- 
niences of life are abſolutely neceſſary to our happi- 
neſs. Let thoſe who have them be thankful for them, 
and not proud of them; remembering that foxes and 
birds are as well accommodated as they; as much to 
their own ſatisfaction, and all without their thought 
and expence. Let them not deſpiſe the poor, who 
want the comforts of life, for tho' they may be 
forced to lodge without covering, and to embrace 
the rock for want of a ſhelter“;“ ſlill they may 
be dear to Gop, the objects of his complacence; 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, which 
he hath prepared for them that love him.“ Let 
this teach poor chriſtians to be contented with their 
mean accommodations, If you have houſes of your 
own, Brethren, tho' ſmall and mean and poorly fur- 
niſhed; if you have beds to lie on of your own, 
or provided for you by your parents, maſters and 
miſtreſſes, your friends, or even by the pariſh, you 
have more than Chriſt had, and are as well or bet- 
ter accommodated than he was. If you ſhould 
even want a lodging, this hath been the caſe of 

® ſob xxiv. 7, 3. : 
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ſome of whom the world was not worthy, who, as 
the apoſtle obſerveth, wandered in deſarts and moun- 
tains and dens and caves of the earth“: No better 
provided for than the foxes, and like them alſo, 
| ſought after to be deſtroyed. It was the caſe of the 
holy apoſtles, of whom one of them ſaith, * even to this 
preſent hour we hunger and thirſt, and are naked 
and are buffeted, and have no certain dwelling place +.” 
It was alſo the caſe of our Lord Jeſus: And * the 
diſciple is not- above his maſter, nor the ſervant 
above his lord.“ It is enough for the diſciple to be 
as his maſter; and if he fare as his maſter did, 
he hath no reaſon to complain. You may be happy, 
as he was, without a place where to lay your heads. 
While this was our Lord's caſe, how truly great 
was he within himſelf? How much above the mean 
and unman!y defires of ambition, covetouſneſs or- 
luſt? He indulged himſelf in no carnal, ſenſual 
pleaſures, it is true: But how calm that foul, which 
no angry or envious paſſion diſturbed ; where nothing 
but ſacred love dwelt? The love of God, the love 
of men, and the rational and wiſe love of himſelf? 
How happy that ſoul, which was illuminated with 
divine knowledge, ſapported by an unſhaken faith; 
and filled with joyful reflections and glorious hopes? 
That ſoul, which, full of Gop and full of heaven, 
had no room for uneaſy cares or afflicting ſorrows $ ?? 
If your minds like his are humble and contented, 
devout and ſerious, you will eaſily bear the want 
or loſs of all things. You will not be alone, for 
the Father will be with you, You will find Gop 
your dævelling-place and your home ||. And tho! 
® Meh. xi. 37+ f 2 Cor, iv. 17. 150 L Luca, | Plalcm xc, In. 
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you have no lodging, his preſeace and love will 


give you ſongs in the night,” and turn the meaneſt 
place where you reſt, into a Bethel, a houſe of Gop,®: 
as they did the place where Jacob lay, tho? the ground 
was his bed and a ſtone, his pillow. Thus St. Paul 
in the name of his fellow labourers, amid their 
deſtitute and perſecuted ſtate, triumphantly declares, 
that * tho? ſorrowful they were always rejoicing ;z as 
having nothing and yet poſſeſſing all things *.* Let 
chriſtians learn from their maſter and the apoſtles, 
to be full and to be hungry, to abound,and to 
ſuffer need, and in whatever fate they are, there- 


with to be content. If poor chriſtians are tempted 


to conſider their low circumſtances as a proof of 
Gopv's diſpleaſure againſt them, or an evidence that 
they do not belong to him, let them look to Jeſus 
and they will ſee that ſach a concluſion 1s falſe. 
Let them rather conſider this circumſtance, as an evi- 
dence of Gop's paternal love; that they are the ge- 


nuine diſciples of him, who was deſtitute, afflited, 


and hath called us to patience, becauſe he ſuffered 


for us, leaving -us an example that we ſhould fol- 
low his ſteps,'—Once more, a N 


4. With how much pleaſure mould we think 
of the exaltation and glory of Chriſt in heaven. 


He, who once had not where to lay his head, is 
now gone again into heaven, and is ſat down at the 
right band of the throne of the majeſty in the hea- 


vens.“ He is now * crowned with glory and honour: 


angels and principalities and powers being made 
ſubject 


. 2 Cor, vi. 10. 
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ſubje&- unto him.“ When we think of the glorious 
alteration in his circumſtances, it ſhould be with 
pleaſure ; and we ſhould rejoice on his account and 
on our own.—We have reaſon to rejoice on his ac- 
count, To rejoice with our fellow-creatures when 
they rejoice, 1s a very reaſonable precept of his holy 
religion, As Chriſt ſhared ſo largely in our ſor- 
rows, yea bore our fins, and ſubmitted to ſo many 
1aconveniences and ſufferings for our ſalvation, ſurely 
we ſhould ſhare in his joy. We ſhould congratu- 
Jate him, in our humble adorations, that he is fo 
higbly exalted, hath a name above every name, and 

authority, ſplendour and felicity ſuperiour to the high- 
eſt angel. —We have reaſon alſo to think with plea- 
ſure of his exaltation on our own account: For it 
is to be conſidered as an aſſurance, pledge and 
earneſt of the exaltation of all his faithful followers, 
Hence chriſtians are ſaid to be *© quickened with 
Chriſt; to be rai/ed up together, and made to it 10 · 
gether in heavenly places with Chriſt Jeſus *®,* All 
his people ſhall at length ſhare in his honour and 
his joy. Thoſe who have been in the loweſt cir. 
cumſtances here below, ſhall be received to glory: 
And tho? they had not where to lay their heads 
on earth, ſhall enjoy bliſsful manſions in their hea- 
venly father's houſe, and be received to everlaſting 
habitations. Finally, my Brethren, let us be content 
with ſuch things as we have.“ If we meet with 
reproach and cenſure, with hardſhips and perſecu- 
tions; if we are driven from houſe and home, 
from friends and relations, or are even called a0 

re 


* Erh. ii. 5, 6. 


— 
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refit unto blood, let us be patient and faithful, 
and * endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Christ: Remembering the encouragement the apoſtle 
giveth; It is a faithful ſaying; if we be dead 
with - Chriſt, we ſhall alſo live with him: If we 
JSufer, we ſhall alſo reiga with him T.“ 


+ 2 Tim, i, 11. 


2 
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"DISCOURSE X. 


The Bleſſing of ZeBuLun and ISSACHAR 5 
conſidered, 


* 


— 
Dzur so, xxxiii. 18, 19. 


And of ZEBULUN he ſaid, Rejoice, ZEBULUN, in ehy 
going out; and |SSACHAR, in thy tents. — They ſhall 
call the people unto the mountain, there they ſhall offer 
ſacrifices of righteoujneſs : For they ſhall ſuck of the 


abundance of the * and of treaſures hid in the 
ſand. 


F Me/es it is-ſaid, that The Lord knew him, 

and ſpake unto him face to face, as a man 
ſpeaketh to his friend.” There was ſuch a friendſhip 
between them, and Mofes had ſuch a regard to the 
will of Gop, that when he commanded him to go 
up to mount Piſgah and die, Moſes readily goes 
up and dies. But he would die after the manner 
of his anceſtors: And as he was both a king. and 
a father to Jrael, he would take a ſolemn fare- 
well of them, as his ſubjects and his children, and 
_ pronounce a prophetick bleſſing upon them. My 
text is the bleſſing he pronounced upon Zebulun 
and I/achar, two of the tribes of IJſrael. And it 
agrees entirely with Jacob's bleſſing of them. Ze. 
bulun ſhall dwell at the haven of the ſea; and he 
* | | thall 


OE ee A IS « 


il. 10. The 2 of &e, 143 
ſhall be for a haven of ſhips ; and his border 


ſhall be unto Zidon. T/achar is a ſtrong aſs, couch - 


ing down between two burdens: And he ſaw that 


reſt was good, and the land was pleaſant.“ Both 
theſe bleſſings were remarkable predictions of the 


| ſituation of thoſe tribes, when they ſhould be ſet- 


| tled in the land of | Canaan, And they were ful- 


filled above two hundred years after Jacob's time, 


when we are told, that © Zebulun's border was 


fixed by Lot, that it went toward the ſea, and that 


* 


| Ifachar's went quite to the river Jordan *. ar 
| prehend, this portion of ſcripture is capable of coa- ' 


veying ſome very uſeful inſtruſtion ; and in diſ- 


courſing from it, I ſhall conſider, 


I. The different cireumſtances and occupations 
| in which men are placed: and, 


II. The duties incumbent on 4 as m 
at in the text. | 


I. I am to make ſome reflections on the differ- 
ent circumſtances and 9 in which men 
are placed. 


© Zebulun was to rejoice in their going out, 1 


Tachar in their tents.” This naturally points out. 


the two grand diviſions into which men of buſi- 
neſs may be ranged; that is, trade ien and farmers. 
'The lot of Zebulun lay, from the Mediterranean 
ſea on the weſt, to the lake of Geneſaretih on the 
eaſt: And therefore it was ſaid. in Jacob's prophecy, 
that it ſhould be a haven for ſhips : ' accord- 
ingly there were ſeveral fine ports in this lot. 
'This tribe was * employed in commerce: 


@ Joſh, xix, 10, 22+ *Þ Gen, Alix. 13, | 
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They were merchants and tradeſmen. The lot of | 
LHacliar fell more in the inland part of the coun- 
try; in a fruitful ſoil, adjoining to the river For- 
dan; and they ſaw that reſt was good;' they were 
fond of a retired life; and the land was pleaſant : bg 
and fertile; and ſo they. devated themſclves prin- 
cipally to agriculture. Zebulur, on account of its 
ſituation, * ſucked of the abundance of the „a, 
gained wealth by navigation and traflick: And Ja- 
char enjoyed the treaſures hid in the /and.* The 
earth yielded them a plentiful increaſe, eſpe- 
cially the rich land near the river Jordan, to 
which there may probably be a particular reference. 
And when Jacob deſeribes this tribe as a ſtrong 
aſs couching under its burden,“ it may intimate, 
their being patient and unwearied in country-la- 
bours. — Theſe are the two chief occupations in 
every nation, and more particularly in this. 

Multitudes are employed in navigation and com- 
merce; in going to ſea, and travelling abroad, to 
export the products of our own country, and bring 
to us the products of other countries: By this, 
we above any other nation, may be ſaid to * ſuck 
the abundance of the et. Others are employed 
in domeſtic traffick; in preparing and ſelling vari- 
ous manufactures; in going out to get orders, or 
buy-in goods; in exchanging commodities with their 
neighbours, and ſelling ſome ſorts, that they may 
furniſh themſelves and families with others. And 
thoſe may be naturally ranged under this head, 
who are employed in furniſhing others with the 
neceſſaries and accommodations of life, with food, 
habitations, fewel, garments, and the like. 

ö | | The 
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The other grand diviſion of men is into farmers 


| Thoſe who, like Ijachar, * abide in their tents;” 
are confined within a ſmall ſphere; who cultivate 


the ground, and raiſe corn of various kinds for the 
ſervice of man and beaſt; and a breed of cattle 
and ſheep, and feed them to be fit for the uſe of 
man. Thus they * ſuck of the treaſures hid in the 
earth, 

Now there is much of the wiſdom and 8 


of God to be obſerved in theſe different occupa- 


tions in which men are engaged. They are each 
neceflary and uſeful for the good of the whole: 
and they mutually ſupport and aſſiſt each other. 
The hand of providence is to be acknowledged, in 


giving men their different capacities and inclinations ; 


that all are not fond of trade, or of huſbandry, 'and 


one branch of buſineſs greatly over-ſtocked, and the 


other much neglected. It is owing to God's di- 


recting the inclinations of men, that ſome are fond 
of the country and ſome of the town ;. that ſome love 
the noiſe and buſtle of Cities and ſea- ports, the fatigue 
and hazard of navigation and travelling; while 
others prefer the retiredneſs and ſilence of the coun- 
try. Some chuſe to dwell with Zebulun at the ha- 
ven for ſhips; others with J/achar in the tents of 
the country, among the bleatings of the flocks. 
Nor is this different choice entirely owing to -edu- 
cation and habit, ſince it is frequently ſeen, that 
young people chuſe a different occupation from 
their fathers; and ſome are uneaſy till they have 
changed that, to which they were brought - up. 
This diveriity of inclination is to be acknowledged 


as the appointment and the influence of Gop, the 


you * and ſupreme ſovereign of every com- 
H 2 munity. 
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munity. arches. His hand is to be owned. and 
adored in giving men ability and il to purſue 
their ſeveral occupations; in giving them the uſe 
of their limbs and ſenſes, health of body, and ca- 
pacities of mind. From Gov, the art of naviga- 
tion is derived; the ſkill in building and working 
ſhips. From him the inſtruments of trade and ma- 


| nufaQures are derived. All arts are to be traced 


up to him, as the original inventor. Thus, in ſcrip- 
ture, the ſkill of thoſe who built and furniſhed the 
tabernacle is aſcribed to Gop. Every wiſe-hearted 
man, in whom the Lord put wiſdom and under- 
flanding wrought for the ſervice of the 'ſanQuary *.? 
This is more particularly "aſſerted concerning huſ- 
bandry, tho' it requires ſo. much leſs ſkill and ſa- 
gacicy than many other occupations. When the 
farmer ploughs and harrows, and ſows bis fitches, - 
wheat, barley and frye, his Gop inſtructs and teaches 
him.* His different methods of threſhing and ſifting 
the ſeveral kinds of grain, come forth from the 
Lord of hoſts, who is wonderful in counſel and 
excellent in working +.? 

Since then there are ſuch different occupations 
in life ; and men's inclinations to them, ability for 
them, and kill in managing them, come from Gov, 
his providence ought humbly and gratefully to be 
acknowledged and adored, — It alſo follows, that 
there is impiety, as well as folly, in that liberty, 
which ſo many take of throwing contempt on 
trade or huſbandry, or any other lawful and uſe- 


ful occupation. There is no employment in life 


9 mean, which is of real ſervice to man- 


kind. 


9 Exod. xxXVi, 2. + Ita. xxvii 23, &c, 460 
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kind. One may juſtly apply to the body politick, 
What the apoſtle obſerveth concerning the natural 


body; That Gop hath ſet the members every 
one of them in the body, as it pleaſeth him, The 
eye cannot ſay to the hand, I have no need of 
thee; nor the head to the foot, I have no need 
of thee, Nay much more, thoſe members of the' 
body which ſeem to be more feeble and Jeſs ho- 
nourable, are neceſſary f. The merchant cannot ſay 


to the farmer, I have no need of you;* nor the 


ſhopkeeper to the mechanick have no need of you:? 
yea, thoſe occupations, which we think to be leſs 
honourable, are needful; for they provide- us the 
neceſſaries of life, and as Solomon obſerves, to the 
honour of huſbandry, The king himſelf is ſerved 
by the field .“ — Thus there are different occupa- 
tions in life, and the hand of providence is to be 
acknowledged and adored in diſpoſing and dire&t- 
ing mankind to chuſe and AED them, — Let us 
conſider, | 


II. The duties incumbent upon men, however 


different their occupations be. 


And here I ſhall confine myſelf to ſuch thoughts 
as the text furniſheth us with. Zebulun and Iſachar 
are called upon to * rejoice, to offer the ſacrifices 
of righteouſneſs, and call the people to the moun- 
tain.“ This ſuggeſts, that it is the duty of men 
in their ſeveral occupations — to be content and 
chearful with their lot; — to make religion their 
chief buſineſs; and — to do what they can to pro- 
mote it in others,—lIt is their duty, | 

| 4/7 Gon xii, 16, & 1 Ecclel. $ 9. 
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1. To be content and chearful with their lot 
and calling, whatever it may be. 

Some underſtand the word rejoice to zntimate, 
that they ſhould have cau/e of rejoicing: And in 
this ſenſe it will be true of every one that dili- 
gently and honeſtly follows his proper employment. 
It may alſo be conſidered as à direction to both 
theſe tribes to be content with the portion of land. 


aſſigned them. It is the duty of men of buſineſs. 


to accommodate themſelves to it, to be well pleaſed: 
with it, and rejoice in it: more particularly, to. 
guard againſt an envious ſpirit; a diſcontented, 
fretful temper of mind, Let not Hacliar be un- 
eafy with the toil and dirt of the country, and envy- 
the greater gain of the merchants of Zebaulan. Let 
not Zebulun be uneaſy with the noiſe and hurry of 
the city, and envy the tranquillity and pleaſure of 
the country. Let not the. farmer, repine at his. 
toil, nor the tradeſman at his confinement, Let 
neither murmur at providence, nor cenſure. the good: 
intentions of their parents and friends, in diſpo- 
ſing of them to ſuch a. particular buſineſs, on ac- 
count of any fatigue, difficulty or hazard, which. 
may attend their ſituation and circumſtances. Every. 
calling hath its conveniences and inconveniences. 


A diſlike to the buſineſs, to which a, man hath. 


been brought up, generally ariſeth from pride, ig- 
norance or an inordinate love of wealth or eaſe: 
And if the diſcontented perſon were to have his. 
wiſh, and change with. the perfon he envies, in all: 
probability he would repent it ſpeedily, and wiſh 
he had continued as he was. Vanity and vexation. 
of ſpirit are written upon all things under the ſun, 
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He that expects to paſs thro' life without experi- 
encing this, deceives himſelf. But prudence, dili- 
gence, and good economy wil! gradually leſſen the 
difficulties of any employment; and piety and hu- 
mility reconcile the mind to them.—It is our duty 
to purſue the buſineſs of our ſeveral callings with 
efivity and chearfulne/ſs, We are to guard againſt 
that exceflive application; hurry and fatigue, on the 
one hand, which men of ambitious and covetous' 
ſpirits impoſe . upon themſelves, ſo that they can 
have no- real pleaſure in the enjoyment of life. 
On the other hand, we are to guard againſt a tri- 
fling, indolent; extravagant diſpoſition, by which 
men firſt loſe their trade, and- then complain of the 
deadneſs or unprofitableneſs of it. It is the wiſ- 
dom and duty of young people to ſabmit to the 
judgment of. their parents and wiſe friends in the 
choice of an employment, provided it be lawful ;. 
and in whatever occupation they are placed, 
to be content. And it is the duty of all to guard 
againſt an uneaſy, fretfal ſpirit, on account of- 
their ſtation in life. And here I muſt remind you, 
that both Zebalun and Jſachar are called upon 
to rejoice: Solomon obſerves, as a bird that wan- 
dereth from her neſt, ſo is a man that wander- 
eth from his place t, that is, he expoſeth him- 
ſelf to many temptations and inconveniences by 
leaving his ſtation, I muſt alſo remind you, that 
Gop * fixeth the bounds of our habitations, and 
chuſeth our inheritance for us: And what the apoſ- 
| tle ſaith to ſome who were ſlaves, the meaneſt and 
_ moſt Ciſagreeable ſituation we can Conceive, is a 

„ N rule 
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rule of general force and benefit; -* let every man 
.abide in the ſame calling, wherein he was called. 
As Gop hath diſtributed to every man, as the 
Lord hath called every one, ſo let him walk: And 
ſo ordain I in all the churches “.“ Again, It is 
the duty of men in every occupation, 


2. To make religion their chief buſineſs and 
greateſt concern. ä 


. rejoice, in feripture, frequently denotes reli- 
. gious joy; or à devout regard to and confidence in 
Gov, which ought to proceed from a love to him 
and complacency in him, and to be attended with 
7 Accordingly in the New Teſtament, Jay 
is deſcribed as one of the fruits of the ſpirit; and 
« joy in the Holy Ghoſt,' or a chearful ſpirit, is 
one of thoſe things, i in which the kingdom of Goo. 
conſiſleth. It is. the duty of men in every occupa- 
tion, to obſerve and acknowledge. the hand of Gop. 
in it, and in every circumſtance, which makes it 
comfortable; to acknowledge him in a/l their 
Ways; in every thing by prayer and ſupplication, 
with thankſgiving, to. make their requeſts known, 
to him; ta ſeek direction from him in the ma- 
nagement of their affairs; and implore his bleſling, 
as that which is neceſſary to make their labours 
| ſucceſsful. When he is pleaſed to. proſper their 
| handy-wark, it is their duty to be unfeignedly 
thankſul; for as Salomon obſerves, every man to 
whom Gop bath given riches, and power to eat 


thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in 


bis labour, this is ie gift of God 4.“ | | 
$ But 
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But theſe Freral branches of duty are more evi- 
dently included in that phraſe in the text, there 
they ſhall er ſacrifices of righteoufneſs.* They, 
that is, the perſons ſpoken of, Zebulun and Iſachar : 
tho* ſome” underſtand it of the people mentioned 
in the former clauſe, whom they ſhould invite. 
But if they invited others to ſerve Gop, it can- 
not be. ſuppoſed they would negle& his ſervice 
themſelves, It is the common dot of merchants 
and tradeſmen and farmers to * offer the ſacrifices: 
of righteouſneſs,” which means the facrifices required 
of the Iſraelites by the law, which they were bound 
in juſtice to offer; or righteous ſacrifices, offered: 
with a ſincere and faithful heart. This, in the 
ſenſe of the New Teſtament, is to make religioa 
their great buſineſs, and the ſervice and glory of 
 Gop the chief end and aim of their lives. They 
are to be careful and conſcientious in an attendance 
on publick worſhip, in * going to the mountain,” to 
the houſe of Gop, and there offering ſacrifices,” 
the ſpiritual ſacrifices of prayer and praiſe. It is 
no uncommon thing for merchants, tradefmen and 
farmers to excuſe themſelves: from ſach an atten- 

tion to religions concerns. They plead in ſuch lau- 
guage as this; * Theſe things are well enough for 
thoſe, who have nothing elfe to do. They are not 
abſolutely: neceſſary: they are too much for men 
of buſineſs, For my part I have no notion of be- 
ing ſo ve religious. 1 do not want to be one 
of the ſtricter ſort- At leaſt this appears to be the 
language of their hearts. But if any of you have 
fo much buſineſs, and are ſo greatly hurried, that: 
you cannot mind religion, that you cannot find- 

H 5. time- 
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time to worſhip daily in. your cloſets. and. families, 
to read the ſcriptures and converſe with your W] e 
hearts; and muſt. rob. Gop of the whole, or part, 
of his holy day; that exceſs of buſineſs. is cer- 
tainly ſinful, Religion and diligence in buſiaeſs are 
undoubtedly reconcileable. But if any of. you fancy, 
that they are not, it is evident which is to be 
preferred; ſince (as. Dr. Lecas obſerveth) *-if the 
will of Gop were ſo, it is much better to be Har- 
wed than damned.% Thoſe who pretend; that they, 
cannot find tine for religion, can find time for. 
pleaſure, and ſpend more in unneceſſary ſleep, idle 
chat with their neighbours, or other amuſements,, 
than would be neceſſary for: the acts of religious, 
worſhip ſecret and ſocial. 5 Where a perſon? s diſ- 
poſition is ſerious and ſpiritual, and when his great. 
aim is to pleaſe Gop and ſave his ſoul, there will: 
be no difficulty at all to find time for religion. 
There is nothing wanting but the heart; a real: 
love jo. that which is good. By the regular prac- 
tice of religious worſhip, and a care to perform. 
the works of your ſeveral callings after a. godly. 
_ fort,” that is, with honeſt intentions, and a deſire 
to pleaſe Gov. and approve yourſelves io his ſight;. 
by theſe means, I ſay, the buſineſs of both worlds 
may go on together. Let this then, my. Friends, 
be your care; your daily, your earneſt concern. 
As chriflians © you. are a royal prieſthoo® to offer. 
up the facrifices of righteouſneſs; and let it not, 
be your guilt and. your ſhame, that, to uſe our 
| Ford's, words, one goeth to his farm, and another 
to bis merchandixe 4, or which. is more criminal and. 
ſhametu),. 
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ſhameful, one goeth to his pleaſure, and another 

to his company, when the ſervice of Gop demands 
his attendance. Let it be the care of the tradeſ- 
man, that his * merchandize may be ' holineſs to the- 
| Lord ;* of the mechanick and labourer, that his ire 
may be holineſs to the Lord t.“ Let it be the 
care of the farmer; that according to the prophecy- 
of Zechariah there may be upon the bells,“ or as 
the word rather ſignifies, upon the bridles or peers 
6 of his horſes, holineſs unto the Lord 3 that is, that 

every thing in your common occupations - may be” 
done in a religious manner; that ſerious, vital: 
godlineſs may appear in all you do; and that 
Gop in all things may be gloriked. — Once more, - 
17 5 is the duty of men of every calling. 


3. To endeavour 0 promote religion in others 


Tbus it is ſaid in the text, They,” that is, / 
both Zebalun and Iaclar, * ſhall call the people 
to the mountain; to the houſe of Gob, which- 
Meſes foreſaw, by a ſpirit of prophecy, would be 
built upon a- mountain. There was indeed one of 
the tribes of 1jracl particularly ſet apart. and de- 
voted to the ſervice of tne ſanctuary, viz, Levi 
And of this tribe Meofes faith (v. 10.) They ſhall 
teach Faceb thy judgments, and Yael thy law.“ 
Their immediate buſineſs was to call the people 
to the mountain; yet it was not their bufineſs- 
alone. The tribes ſpoken of in the text, tho' their 
employments were ſo different, were to unite in 
promoting the jatereſts of religion. Thus tho?” 
Chciit hath appointed paſtors and teachers in his“ 
4 H 6 Church 
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ligion, make them. diligent aud. faithful in the du- 
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church, 75 it is the duty of every one of his. 
diſciples * to. do good to all men, as they have 
opportunity, to ſeek the things of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
to exhort one another daily.“ Let merchants and- 
tradeſmen then improve their commerce to ſpread: 
the knowledge of Gop and religion, and to pro- 


mote piety, juſtice and charity, Let farmers im- 


prove their. buſineſs and eonnexions with others, to 
the ſame good- purpoſe. Let thoſe of you, what 
labours Gon. hath proſpered,, * honour the Lord: 
with your ſubſtance,” and chearfully concur in any 


good deſign for promoting the happineſs of all: 


around you, ſupplying. the needy, and relieving: 
the afflicted: And thus, according to that expreſſion. 
of the prophiet, * confecrate- your- garn unto the 
Lord, and your gubſiance unto the Lord of the whole. 
earth +, Bat the great thing you are to be ſoli- 
citous about is, to promote the ſalvation of one: - 


another's ſouls. There are few of you, who are: | 


in trade, or have huſbandry to manage, or even 
common domeſtick concerns, but have ſervants and- 
dependants, as well as. children, over. whom you. 
have ſome authority and influence; who will natu- 
rally pay ſome regard to what you ſay, and on: 
whom your admonitions and inſtruttions will be- 
likely to have a good. effect. Let = intreat. you. 
then, to. * call them to the mountain ;“ to urge upon. 
them a. regular and ſerious attendance upon pub- 


lick worſhip. For ſuch an attendance, in its own 


rature, and by the promiſed blefling of God, will 
be likely to impreſs their hearts with a ſenſe of re- 
+ Micah iv, 135 
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ties of their ſtations, and at orce a bleſſing to your 
families, and an honour to chriſtianity, Gop ſpeaks 
of it to the praiſe of Abralan, that he would 
© command his children and houſhold to keep the 
way of the Lord.“ Let it be your care to invite 
and encourage, and (where that will not do) to 

command your children and houſhold, to ſanctify 
Gop's fabbath and to reverence his ſanctuary, Set 
before them the reaſonableneſs and uſefulneſs of ſo 
doing: And Jet them ſee, that you are in earneſt, 
by frequenting the houſe of Gop yourſelves : Not 
ſetting them an example, which you would not 
have them follow, nor employing them otherwiſe: at 
the ſeaſons of religious worſhip. You well know, 
it is the command of Gop, that on the ſabbath, 
neither your man-. ſeruant, nor maid-ſervani!, ner 
cattle ſhould work, any more than yourſelves. Caſes 
of neceſſity and mercy, are always to be excepted :. 
Of theſe you muſt judge; but judge as in the ſight 
of Gop, and as accountable to him for the ſouls 
of your children and ſervants, if they periſh thro? 
your negle& or default. Let this pious and com- 
mendable care extend alſo to your neighbours and 
intimates, © Call them alſo to the mountain ;? ex- 


bort them to mind religion, and take care of their 


fouls. And it is probable, Gop will ſucceed your 


| labours of love; it is certain, he will remember 


and reward them, —Thefe are the duties, which our 
text naturally urgeth upon perſons in buſineſs, 
whatever their particular occupations be: That they 
ſhould be content and chearfal in it — make reli- 
gion their chief buſineſs — and endeavour to pro- 
mote it in others- | — | 

I would 
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]. would not conclude without obſerving, That: 
theſe are duties: incumbent upon every. one of us, 


as reaſonable creatures, members of ſociety, and el. 


pecially as the profeſſed diſciples of Chriſt, Theſe. 
are the duties of thoſe who are of the learned pro- 
feſſions;. of thoſe who can ſubſiſt without. trade and 
labour; of women, children and ſervants; for they 
are indeed the one thing needful, Each of you, 


my Brethren, hath ſome buſineſs in life to do, 


which requires activity and chearfulneſs in the dif- 
patch of it. In every ſtation in which you are, the 
goſpel requires you to be content. It is your duty, 
it is mine, to make religion our main Wncern, and: 
the ſalvation of our ſouls the grand object of our 


purſuit. It is your duty, as well as mine, to cul- 


tivate a publick. ſpirit, and to be generouſly con- 
cerned for the ſalvation: of the ſouls of others, and 
zealouſly to promote it. You have every one of : 


you ſome friends or acquaintance, with whom you: 


can converſe about divine things; whom therefore 
you ought to endeavour to make wife and good, 
and build them up in knowledge and. holineſs. 
©-Confider one another then, to provoke unto lore 
and to good works.“ And to excite you all to-the- 


diſcharge of the duties now recommended, I in- 
treat you ſeriouſly to reflect on that weighty. and: 


encouraging declaration of the apoſtle Paul, with 
which 1 conelude, Godlineſs is profitable unto al: 
things; having the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that which is to come f 


1 Tim, iv, 8. 
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The Blood of Sprinkling ſpeaking better 
Things than the Blood of ABEL. 


F —_ ” : _— "ny 


Hes. xii.—24, 


nn—And' to the. blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh better 
"things than. that of. Abel, 


0 forbid, that I ſhould glooy, ſaith the- 
apoſtle Paul, ſave in the cro/s of our Lord 

Jeſus Chriſt, whereby the world is crucified to me, 
and I unto the world!“ Having felt the powerful 
influence of the death of Chriſt upon bis own. 
heart, he made it the object of his joy and boaſt - 
ing; and took all opportunities to recommend to 
others the fame regards to it. He is in the con- 
text, as in many other places of this epiſtle, ſnow- 
ing, how much more excellent the privileges of 
chriſtians were, than thoſe of the Jews, and ſet« 
ting them in a comparative light. In the liſt of. 
chriſtian. privileges, he mentions this, that we are' 
came to the blood of ſprinkling, that ſpeaketh. 
better things than that of Abel.“ It is in the origi- 
nal, than Abel: So that interpreters are not agreed 
to what the apoſtle here refers; whether to the fas 
crifice. he offered, and of which Gop declared his 
| . or: to kis. own. blood, which his cruel 
: | brother. 
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brother had ſhed. Many ſuppoſe, that it refers to- 


his Jacrifce, whieh was more excellent than that of 
Cain, and therefore Gop had reſpect to it: But 
Chriſt's ſacrifice is much more excellent than that. 
I underfiand it in the latter ſenſe, as referring to 


his own blood ;. for there ſeems no particular reaſon, 


why the faciifice of Abel ſhould be mentioned, ra- 
ther than the jewiſh ſacrifices in general; or the 


ſacrifice of ſome particular perſon, as Samuel, Elijah or 


Solomon, of which Gop declared his acceptance in 


a more extraordinary manner than he did his ref. 


pet to Abel's. This interpretation is illuſtrated: 
and confirmed by what Gop ſaith to Cain, The 
voice of thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the: 
ground : that is, ſpeaketh unto me for vengeance. 
So the martyrs are repreſented, as crying to Gop to 
judge and avenge their blood 1. And on this i in ter- 
pretation the contraſt or oppoſiti..n berweces the 
blood of /prinkling, that is, the blood of Chriſt our 
ſacrifice, and the blood of Abel, is more plain and: 


ſtriking. The latter. ſpoke, or as it is ſaid in the 


hiſtory, cried, . with a ſtrong ved of (as the 
word there uſed ſignifies) for vengeance on Cain, 
the murderer# But the blood of. Chiiſt' ſpeaketh 
better things; pleads for mercy in behalf of ſinful. 
men, yea,. even of thoſe. that ſhed it. For the 
further: illuſtration of this important ſubject, | ſhall; 


J. Conſider what the blood of Adel ſpeaketh. 


II. What better things the blood of Chriſt ſpeak- 
eth; — and then apply the ſubject to 3 pure 


poles. Let us conſider, 
I. What 


+ Gen, iv. 10. 1 Rev. vi. 10. 
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. What the blood of Abel ſpeaketh. 


It cried to Gop for juſtice and vengeance againſt - 
- his brother Cain, who had cruelly ſhed it. The 
guilt of Cain in this horrid action, was as great as 
Ve can well conceive. His conduct was unjuſt, 
unnatural, cruel and impious to the higheſt degree. 
'The law written upon his heart, ſtrongly forbad it. 
One would have thought, that the natural dread 
of ſhedding human blood, which man, even in his 
apoſtate ſtate, feels, might have been ſufficient to - 
prevent his ſlaying any man, eſpecially his brother. 
He knew death was the penalty of fin. He had 
ſeen beaſts ſlain for ſacrifice, and perceived what 
terror and pain they felt when dying; which ſhould 
have increaſed his abhorrenee of putting a brother 
| to death. His guilt was greatly aggravated by the 
conſideration, that there were then but. few men 
upon earth, and it wanted to be peopled. If Abel 
had a family, the diſtreſs and mifery in whic h 
they were involved by his death, made the gut 
of his murderer more heinous, But the moſt ag- 
gravating circumſtance of all was, that Cain hated 
and ſlew him, becaufe he was more righteous than 
himſelf; and Gop had ſhown more regard to his. 
ſacrifice than to Cain's. So that it was deſperately 
flying in the face of the Almighty; and, becauſe 
he could not be revenged upon Gop, he would 
be revenged upon his brother. No wonder an a& 
of ſuch horrid and complicated guilt was molt pro- 
voking to Gop; and that the blood thus cruelly 
ſhed, cried unto him. It cried unto him, as the 


author of life, and the righteous 3 of the 
world ; 


LY 
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world; who ordereth and diſpoſeth of the lives of 
his creatures, It cried to him for vengeance againſt 
a wretch, who had broken the law of the creation, 
and uſurped the prerogative of the Creator, It 
eried to him as a holy Gon; to whom the righte- 
ous ſufferer was very dear, and in whoſe fight the 
death of his faints is precious.” Confidering Abel's 
pious character, it is very probable, that he poured: 
out his dying breath in prayer for his cruel bro» 
ther, that Gop would forgive him. But his blood 
-eried for vengeance; that is, the circumſtances: of: 
the caſe and the-guilt of the mytderer, demand- 
ed a juſt retribution from the moſt high. So zhe 
ery of the ſins of Sodom is ſaid to reach unto heaven; 
and in many places of ſcripture the ſame phraſe is 
uſed. — Before I diſmiſs this head, I would-obſerve, 
that this apoſtle ſaith, that Abel, being dead, yet. 
JSpeaketh*.” He not only teſtifies, that there is a fu- 
ture ſtate, and a reward for the righteous in it;. 
but be warns all perſecuters and murderers; inti- 
mates how great their guilt is, and what a dread- 
fol execution awaits them. If the blood of ene 
righteous perſon cried for vengeance, how terrible 
will be their doom, who have ſhed the blood of- 
the ſaints and martyrs of Jeſus in abundance How 
ſad the caſe of the Remiſi church in particular, in 
which, as St. John obſerves, is found the blood 
of prophets and ſaints, and of all that were ſlain: 
upon the earth +.” The voice of ſo much blood 
cricth, and will be heard. And in the day, when 
Gop comes to. © make inquiſition for S, it will 
be the utter ruia of that cruel,. perſecuting church. 


w- 


| ® Heb, xi, 4. + Rev. xvili. 244- 


4J..kwö;ĩxé2ê ?Ly988 


Diſ. 11. better Things than ABEL's. 163 | 


Let us beware of this guilt ourſelves, There is 


perſecution of the tongue; cruel mockings and 
fneers of thoſe, who are more righteous than their 
perſecutors, Dread the thought of having the blood 
of others crying againſt you. Remember there are 
other kinds of murder, which may perhaps be more 
painful to the ſufferers than direQly :: "Ning them : 
As the murder of their reputations; vexing their 
fpirits, and deſtroying their health and comfort. 
It is better to murder a man at onee, than do 
it by inches. There is a kind of murder, which 
I fear many are puilty of ; and that is, ha- 
ting their brethren, or not loving them. * This, 
ſaith St. John, is the meſſage, that we ſhould love 
one another. Not as Cain, who was of the wicked 
one, and flew his brother. And wherefore flew he 
him ? - becauſe his own works were evil, and his 
brother's righteous. Whoſoever hazeth his brother 


is a murderer,” in diſpoſition, and would flay him 


if he could do it ſafely. © And ye know that 26 
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him “.“ Be- 
ware therefore, my Brethren, of beart-morder. 
Check the firſt riſings of envy, reſentment and 
paſſion: For you know not to what deſperate wick - 
edneſs they may lead you. Wo unto them that 
go in the way of bg proceed to con- 
ſider, 


II. What better ting the blood of Chrilt ſpeak. 
eth. 


That is undoubtedly meant by the blood } of Oi 5 
Hing. So we read of the Jprinkling of the blood 


of Jeſus t. And it is fo 3 in reference to the 
law 
21 Ahn lll. 12156. + Jude 11. . 7 Pet, i-. 
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law of Moſes; which directed the prieſts to ſprinkle 
the blood of that ſacrifice, which had been offered 
to make atonement for the fins, of the people. So 
Moſes ſprinkled the blood on the people, as the 
blood of the covenant; or that blood which con- 
firmed the covenant, that the Lord had made with 
them. But what is moſt to our preſent purpoſe 
is that paſſage in the law, where, on the great 
day of atonement, to which the apoſtle ſo often 
refers in this epiſtle, the high prieſt was to go into 
the moſt holy place, with the blood of the ſacrifices 
for himſelf and the people: There he was to /prin- 


_ Ale it upon, and before, the mercy-ſeat ſeven times, 


to make an atonement for bis own ſins and the ſins 
of the congregation .“ Blood in the nature of it, 
can cleanſe no other way than by making atone- 
ment; cleanſing from fin and moral pollution. Thus 
the high prieſt procured pardon for the fins of / 
rael as a nation: And. Gop promiſed, in conſe- 
quence of this action, to forgive their ſins again * 
him, as their lord and -king, and to continue his 


' favour to them. Now it is with reference to this 


appointment, that the blood of Chriſt is called rhe 
Blood of ſprinkling; that is, he died as a facrifice 


for ſin; and they, who repent and believe in him, 


are intereſted in the bleſſings obtained by his a- 
tonement and interceſſion. But on this important 
point I moſt be a little more particular. I would 
obſerve then, that the blood of Chriſt ſpeaketh bet- 
rer things than the blood of Abel, as—it ſpeaketh 
to Gop in behalf of penitent ſinners, and—ſpeak» 


eth encouragement to every penitent believing ſoul. 
1. It 


+ Lev, xvi, 4. 
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* 3 
1. It ſpeaketh to Goo in behalf of penitent ſin» 
„ 


Abel's blood cried to heaven for vengeance againſt. 
Cain; but the blood of Chriſt pleadeth for mercy. 
His blood anſwereth the ſame end in kind, as the 
jewiſh ſacrifices; - taketh away the guilt of ſin and 
confirms a covenant of mercy, Having once offered 
up himſelf without ſpot unto Gov, he is entered 
into heaven, as the high prieſt did into the moſt 
holy place, there to appear in the preſence cf Gop 
for us.” Chriſt, by dying for our ſins, made an a- 
tonement ; "repaired the honour of Gop's law, which 
wie had broken: And Gon, having hereby ſhown 
his governing juſtice, and teſtified his diſpleaſure 
againſt ſin, raiſed his ſon from the dead. He, as 
our high prieſt, is gone into heaven to ſprinkle 
his blood, as it were, upon the mercy-ſeat or throne 
of grace; that is, to preſent it before the father 
and plead the merit of it there for our acceptance. 
His very appearance there is pleading for us. There 
is a language in the action itſelf; in his ſtanding 
before the throne. Beſides this, he is ſaid to inter- 
cede for us; which denotes ſomething more than 
his appearance there ; even praying or pleading for 
us: aſking of the father that pardon, peace and 
aſſiſtance, which we want, as guilty and feeble crea- 
tures. He acts for us there as our advocate; and 
the plea is, the merit of his own. blood. And what 
better things can this blood aſk for us, than theſe? 
1 much diſlike, and am even ſhocked at, the ex- 
preſſions of ſome divines on this ſubject; of the 
blood of Chriſt being ſprinkled on the burning throne 


and 


* an. ends ao. ile cnt —— 
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and turn ing the wrath to grace; of its in the 
Froauning face of Gop-; prevailing on him to lay by 
his thunder and fury. This is by no means a ſcrip- 
tural repreſentatioh of the cafe, but directly con- 
trary to the general tenor of the goſpel. It is ſub- 
verſive of the leading defign of Chriſt's death, which 
was to bring us re Gop, not to drive us from him. 
He was rich in mercy, diſpoſed to ſhow favour to 
ſinners, before the blood of Chriſt was ſhed. His 
throne was a zhrone of grace, a mercy-ſeat, befcre 
this blood was ſprinkled upon it. Fury was not 


in him .“ But in order to diſpenſe his mercy in 


a way honourable to his government, and to pre- 
ſerve upon our minds a ſenſe of his ſpotleſs holi- 
neſs and utter abhorrence of fin, he appointed his 
ſon to die, and to act as our intercefſor. The mercy 
of God was the cauſe, not the effet, of Chriſt's death: 
Juſt as he was diſpoſed to ſhow favour to 1/racl, 
and therefore appointed the high prieſt to ſprinkle 
the blood of the ſacrifice on the mercy- -ſeat. 


The blood of Chriſt * * 
to ods true chriſtian. 


The blood of Abel not mals. a to heaven for 


vengeance, but ſpake terror to Cain; ſollowed him, 


as it were, wherever he went; filled his guilty 
conſcience with horror and confuſion; and made 
his puniſhment intollerable. But the blood of Chriſt 
ſpeaketh encouragement and - peace to every peni- 


tent, believing ſinner, It ſhows, that Gon is re- 


concileable and willing to pardon the moſt aggra- 
vated offences. It gives us undoubted evidence, 


that 
+ Ifa, xxvii. 4. 
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that there f is ſalvation for the chief of Gent It 
ſealed the everlaſting covenant of grace, by which 
we are aſſured, that Gop will © be gyerciful to our 
unrighteoaſneſſes and remember our iniquities no 
more.“ It proclaims peace to the awakened hum- 
ble peniteat. It gives us acceſs to the holieſt of 
all; to the heavenly, world: and we can preſent 
our addreſſes to the throne of grace with comfor- 
table hope of ſucceſs, By this blood the aſſiſtances 
of the ſpirit of God were obtained for us, and they 
are promiſed to us. By theſe, orr polluted ſouls 
may be ſanctiſied; our dying graces revived, and 
we may have ſtrong conſolation under the afflictions 
and ſorrows of life. If the blood of bulls and 
goats ſprinkling the unclean, ſanctified to the pu- 
rifying of the fleſh, how much more ſhall. the blood 
of Jeſus purge oùr cenſciences from dead works,” 
works which deſerved death iq; the fight of our 
judge, that we may ſerve the living Gon *?” Such 
encouragement doth the blood of Chriit ſpeak to 
us! Such a foundation doth it lay for our hopes 
of pardon, aſſiſtance, comfort and eternal life! 


This prevailing efficacy of the blood of Chriſt ® 


ariſeth from his dignity and character —and its. be- 
ing ſhed by divine appointment. Conſider the dig- 
nity of his perſon and the excellency of his cha- 
rater, His dignity, as the ſon of Gop, and one 
with the father, enhances his condeſcenſion in dy- 
ing for us, and at the ſame time gives a high va- 
lue and merit to his blood. Refle& likewiſe on his 
tharafter» Abe's works were righteous, but not 
perfect. No doubt, as a ſon of fallen Adam, there 
| were 
® Heb, ix. 13, 14s 
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were many defects in his character; yet Gop had 
a regard to the voice of his blood. How much 
more wilt he —_ what the blood of Chriſt ſpeak- 
eth, who was holy, harmleſs and without ſpot!” 
He was the firſt favourite of heaven, and died the 
juſt for the unjuſt.” He was not, like Abel, inca- 
Pable of reſiſtance. He could have delivered him- 
ſelf from his murderers; but he voluntarily laid 


down his life for us. Thettfore the father loveth 


him, and heareth his pleadingiublood.—Further, it 


was ſhed by divine appointinbat. - Had it been only 


ſhe] in the common courſe of things, as the blood 


of Abel or any other martyr, it would indeed have 
cried more loudly againſt the wicked Jews who ſhed 


it, but have been of no avail to our redemption. 
But it pleaſed the Lord to bruiſehim ;? and Gop's 
« ſword awakened againſt the man, that. was his 
fellow,” that he might make atonement for ſin.” 
* Gop /et him forthias a propitiation for our fins” 
and therefore no doubt the voice of his blood will 


'be heard. The efficacy of it extends to all peni- 


tent ſinners. It cleanſeth from all ſin, His atone- 
ment is as extenſive as our iniquities; and the 


1 whole church of the redeemed are * waſhed from 


their ſins in this precious blood of the lamb.” — I 


am now to apply the ſubject to practical purpoſes. 


APPLICATION. 


1. Let us rejoice that we are come to this blood 
of ſprinkling. 


The apollle repreſents this to the believing He- 
brews in the text, as a ſingular privilege; in order 
= 
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to leſſen their attachment to the law and excite 


their thankfulneſs for the goſpel. We are not come 
to mount Sinai, with its terrors; nor to the jewiſh 
temple and ſacrifices, * which could never make the 
comers thereto perfect.“ We are not come to the 


blood of bullocks and goats; the ſprinkling of 


which could only * purify the fleſh, take away po- 


litical offences, and cleanſe ceremonial guilt; but 
it did not pertain to the conſcience? and free it 
from moral guilt a condemnation of Gop, 
as the governor and of the world. But we 


are come to the precioas blood of Jeſus, which ſhows 


that Gop is propitious and will forgive penitent 


believers all their iniquities. And conſider, Chriſti- 
ans, how great a privilege this is. We know 


we are guilty before Gop and liable to condemna- 
tion ; gnd when the conſcience 1s awakened to ſee 


ies guilt and danger, it is thrown into great 


and dreadful perplexity. An intolerable burden li- 


eth upon it. And what mult it do' for relief? 


How muſt atonement be made to  Gop and his 


injured law? What ſolid hope of pardon and ac- 
ceptance can reaſon and nature, or even our own 


future obedience, give? The awakened finner is 


then led, by the ſpirit, to look unto Jeſus, to view 


the ranſom paid, and to accept and truſt in the 
great propitiation. Then conſcience is both paci- 
fied and purged. Here is our comfort, that tho? 
our fins cry for juſtice againſt us, the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt ſpeaketh louder for remiſſion and peace, 
What a bleſſed privilege is this! How thank- 

fully ſhould we adore the love of Gop to us, in 
giving his ſon @ ranſom for many! Redeeming us 
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| at ſuch an ineſtimable price! And with hae gra- 
| titude ſhould we aſcribe * to him, that loved us and 
'; waſhed us from our fins in his own blood, glory 
= . and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.“ | 


2. What encouragement doth this afford to Ha- 
ners to aſk and hope for mercy thro' this blood, 
and ſeek their refuge in it. 


What is there elſe, as I Jan 
give them hope? Gop hi pronounced a ſentence 
of deſtruction on all the ranigreſſors of his law: 
And * every mouth muſt be ſtopped and all the 
world ſtand guilty before Gop.“ Is not this the 
caſe of every one of you, Sirs? And what will you 
do? How do you hope to eſcape this deſtruction ? 
By what method is your guilt to be removed? Not 
by a ſlight wiſh, or ſomething like a prayer, Go 
forgive me! Not becauſe you practiſe ſome duties, 
or reſolve and promiſe to be better for the future, 
If you ſhould be fo, what is to make "atonement 
for paſt offences? Indeed before men are awakened 
to a penitent ſenſe of their fins and Gop's juſtice, 
they are very confident of his mercy, and hope for 
falvation. thro' their own adts of obedience; and, 
perhaps they may add to it, for form's ſake, the 
merit of Chriſt, But when conſcience is deeply 
convinced; when they ſee the number and aggra- 
vation of their fins, and the law and holineſs of 
Gop armed againſt them, then they perceive the 
vanity of their former hopes and the weakneſs of 
their confidence ; and are ready to deſpair of mercy - - 

and help. Iam to invite every awakened, humbled 
ſinner to look unto Jeſus; to come to this © foun- 
tain 


ated 13 that can 
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tain opened for ſin and uncleanneſs:* To fix their 
hopes on the merit and efficacy of his death: To 
waſh away their ſcarlet and crimſon fins in the 
blood of the lamb; and to look to a wounded 
ſaviour to have the deepeſt wounds of their ſouls 
healed by him. Hear, ſinners, the kind, pleading 
voice of his blood; pleading with Gop for mercy 


for you, and pleading with you to have mercy upon 


your own ſouls and not deſpiſe this only remedy, 
To you ſalvation is offered ; ſalvation purchaſed and 
enſured by the blood of 8 O, earneſtly ſeek 
an intereſt in it, and ſolemnly put yourſelves under 
its protection, that you may be ſaved from deſtruc- 
tion; as the houſes of the //raelites in Fgype were 
ſaved from the ſword of the deſtroying angel, by 
having the blood of the paſſover /prin#led upon their 


doors, Attend to the exhortation of the apoſtle, 


in the words immediately following the text, * ſee 
that ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh; that ſpeak- 
eth /o you by his word, and for you by his blood ; 
that ſpeaketh ſach kind things in your behalf 
and promiſeth infinite and eternal bleſſings. If you 
deſpiſe this blood, you fin againſt the remedy, and 
are the murderers of your own ſouls, There is no 
other ſacrifice for fin. You trample under foot the 
blood of the covenant ; you * pierce Chriſt* your- 
ſelves , and are in effect his murderers. And you 
can conceive nothing more dreadful, than to have 
his blood crying agaiaſt you. To have the blood 
of your own ſouls, which you have murdered; and 
the blood of Chriſt, which you have deſpiſed, both 


| Frying againſt you—The Lord pity your deplorable 


I 2 flate, 
F Rev, i. 7o 
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ſtate, and awaken you immediately to fly to the 
only refuge! 


3. Let true chiiftiens maintain a conſtant regard 
to this blood of ſprinkling, and fix their dependance 
upon it. | | | 


The apoſtle obſerveth, that Gop hath ſet forth 
his Son to be a propitiation, thro' faith in his 
Blood 1. Obſerve that carefully. The apoſtle's 
meaning is plainly this, that faith in his blood is 
required of us, in order to our having the benefit 
of this propitiation: As he adds, that * Gop may be 
the juſtifier of them that believe in Jeſus.” Now 
this faith in his blood doth not merely. ſignify a 
right perſuaſion concerning its value and efficacy; 
for that ſome of the worſt of men may have: But, 
as the word faith (fo far as it is a chriſtian grace 
or ſaid to be ſaving) ſignifieth, a truſ in it and de- 
pendance upon it: Not only believing that the 
blood of Chriſt is ſufficient to obtain forgiveneſs 
and to cleanſe from ſin, but actually relying upon 
it; depending upon his atonement; truſting to the 
merit of his death for pardon and ſalvation. And 
this is to be the habitual temper of a chriſtian, as 
well as the act of a penitent ſinner at his firſt 
converſion, The merit of Chriſt's blood is to be 
applied to our ſouls and conſciences, by the daily 
exerciſe of faith in it. Chriſtians, labour to keep 
a due reliſh of, and regard to this truth upon your 
ſpirits. You will find it a preſervative ſrom fin. 
It will promote your humility and watchfulneſs. 
Would you ſucceſsfully ſtruggle with temptations 
25 | | and 
t Rom, iii, 250 
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and increaſe in holineſs? Think much of this blood. 
Are you ſenſible of decays and declenſions in reli- 
gion? Remember your © advocate with the father, 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is the prepitiation for your ſins;' 

and renew the exerciſes of repentance and faith in 
his blood. The moſt kindly: workings of repentance 
ariſe from a view of a bleeding ſaviour. In all 
your approaches to Gop remember, that you 
will not be welcome without this blood of ſprink- 
ling. This is the new and /iving way, by which 
alone you have boldneſs to enter into the holieſt, 

even by the blood of Jeſus *” Remember, your 
good works muſt be ſprinkled with this blood, if 
you defire that they ſhould be accepted of Goo. 
Obſerve what an union the apoſtle Peter eſtabliſh- 
eth between theſe ; * thro* /an&ification of the ſpirit 
to obedience and ſprinkling of the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt .“ You will find this a noble ſupport un- 
der afflictions. Doth the blood of Chriſt ſpeak ſuch 
and ſuch good things for me; and ſhall I be im- 
patient and complain of this or the other evil 
thing? Doth the world ſpeak evil of me falſely > 
But what ſaith this blood for me ?—You perceive, 
I hope, the importance and advantage of faith in 
this blood. See then that you fix your dependance 
upon it, both living and dying. But nothing ſhows 
its importance more, or that a believing regard 
to the atonement and interceſſion of Chriſt is ne- 
ceſſary, than this; that he hath appointed his /up- 
per to be a ſenſible ſign and memorial of it: To 
keep up the remembrance of his death in the church,. 
and direct the hearts of chriſtians to hope in its. 
| I 3 Even- 
* Heb, x, 19. + 1 Pet. i. 2. . 
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Even that blood of the new covenant, which was 
ſhed for many for the remiſſion of fins x.. Do you 
hope to be ſaved by this blood, and yet zeg/e# to 
- commemorate it? May you not reaſonably fear, 
that it will cry againſt you for ſuch a neglect? 
Let chriſtians draw near to that ordinance with a 
true heart and in full aſſurance of faith in the 
efficacy of this ſacrifice; having our hearts ſprinkled 

from an evil conſcience, And thus ſhall we be 
prepared to join the ſpirits of juſt men made 
perfect; who have all * waſhed their robes and 
made them white in the 4/ood of the lamb +.” Auen. 


® Matt, Avi. 28. +4 Rev, vii. 14. 
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DISCOURSE XI. 


_ 
— — 


Cunisr' s Incenſe ' perfaming the Prayers 
n Saints. 


Rev. viii. 3. 


And another angel came and flood at the altar, lav- 

' ing a golden cenſer; and there was given unto 
him much incenſe, that he ſhould offer it with the 
prayers of all Saints, upon the golden altar, which 
was before the throne. 


T is of very great importance, my Brethren, 
that we have juſt and exalted ideas of the na- 
ture and deſign of religious worſhipz becauſe it 
makes ſo large a part of our buſineſs as chriſti- 
ans, and hath ſo great an influence upon our 

temper and converſation, We ſhould be often re- 
minded of the neceſlity of it and the manner in 
which it is to be preſented; as we are too apt to 
forget theſe or have but a light impreſſion of them 
upon our minds. The ſcriptures therefore repre- 
ſeot chriſtian worſhip to us in different lights, and 
under various images; in order more ſtrongly to 
affect our minds and render our worſhip ſerious 
and devout in itſelf, acceptable to Gop and edi- 
fying to our ſouls, It is repreſented to us under 
a beautiful, expreſſive image in our text. 

| 1414 2 
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Thro' moſt of the viſions in this ſacred book, 
there is an alluſion kept up to the jewiſh tem- 
ple, its furniture, - miniſters and ſervice, Heaven, 
which was the ſcene of theſe viſions, is deſcribed 
by figures taken from the temple. There the 
apoſtle ſaw * ſeven angels with ſeven trumpets, pre- 
| Paring themſelves to ſound.” But before they 
loanded, we are told in the text, that * another 
angel came and ſtood at the altar, which was before 
the throne ;* alluding to the golden altar of incenſe 
which was in the holy place of the jewiſh temple, 
juſt before the vail, or entrance into the moſt holy 
place. This angel © had a golden cenſer, or cha- 
fing diſh, which held live . coals, on which incenſe 
was ſcattered and a fragrant ſmcke raiſed. .* And 
to him was given much. incenſe,” or many rich 
and fragrant perfumes, that he ſhould offer it 
with the prayers of all ſaints;* an allufon to the 
jewiſh prieſts offering incenſe at the hour of prayer, 
as the mediators or interceſſors of Iſrael. Thus 
we read, that * Zechariah the prieſt burnt incenſe 
in the temple, and the whole multitude of the peo- 
ple wwere praying without, in the court of the tem- 
ple, at the time of incenſe .“ Our text is a vi- 
ſionery repreſentation of Jeſus Chriſt, our great 
| high prieſt; and beautifully ſhadows forth his inter- 
cliion for his people. And the words (uggeſt t theſe 
taice obſervations. 


I. All the ſaints are men of prayer. | 
IL Their beſt ſervices are very imperfect. And, 


III. It is the interceſſion of Chriſt, that renders 

them acceptable to Gop. | 
| | e I. All 

+ Luke i, x0, FS 
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I. All the ſaints are devout and praying perſons. 


This is plainly intimated in the text, where we 
5 read of the prayers of all ſaints, The people of 
Gop are called ſaints; that is, as the word fig- 
nifieth, holy beings; becauſe they are devoted to 
Gop ; ſanctified by his ſpirit and grace; reſemble 
him in his moral perfections of holineſs, juſtice, 
truth and goodneſs, and becauſe they are employed 
in his ſervice. On theſe accounts Angels are called 
ſaints. * The Lord came from Sinai with ten thou- 
ſands of ſaints,” that is, angels, when he gave the 
law +. Conſequently a ſaint is the moſt honourable 
title in the world. —Now the ſaints are all men of 
prayer. It is an effential part of their character 
as ſaints, to be ſo. It is a branch of their daily 
buſineſs to pray to Gop. The hiſtory of the ſaints: 
' ſhows this. Ever ſince Gop hath had a people in 
the world, they have been deſcribed as men that 
called upon the name of the Lord: as the gene- 
ration of them that e him.“ It is ſaid that 
* every one that 1s godly ſeeketh the Lord.“ The 
time would fail me to mention the particular in- 
ftances of good men recorded in ſcripture: Of 
Abraham, Iſaac; Jacub, Moſes, Samuel, David and 
the prophets: Of our bleſſed Lord and his apoſtles, 
and all the firſt chriſtians. Theſe are numbered 
among thoſe that * called upon God's name.“ The 
lives of good men in later ages ſhow this. They 
al! practiſed devotion and recommended it to others. 
The ſaints eſteem it highly rea/onable in itſelf, that 
as dependant creatures they ſhould own their depen- 
dance upon Gop: That, as zeedy creatures, they 
| I's ſhould 


7 Deut. xxziii, 2, Zo» 7 
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mould ſeek a ſupply of their wants from him: 
That, as /inful creatures they ſhould implore his mer- 
cy3 and, as wweat creatures ſhould beg grace to help 
in time of need. They eſteem it fit, that, as crea- 
tures highly ob/iged to Gop, they ſhould own their 
obligations and expreſs and ſtrengthen their grati- 
tude to him. They eſteem it unreaſonable and 
unjuſt to withhold that reverence and homage, which 
is due to Gop, as the greateſt and beſt of beings. 
— They know that Gop requires their prayers; that 
he commands men to pray a/ways and not faint; 
to continue in prayer; to pray every where; to 
pray without ceaſing.? They obſerve that /eeking 
Gov is ſometimes. put for the whole of religion, 
as it is the foundation and ſupport of it: And that 
it is deſcribed in ſcripture, as the character of the 
wicked, that they forget Gop. and will not call © 
upon him. Gop hath made many gracious pro- 
miſes to thoſe who perform this duty; and de- 
nounced many awful threatenings againſt thoſe who- 
neglect it, —The ſaints have received the ſpirit of 
God, which is a ſpirit of Jupplication. He excites 
them to this duty, and fits them for it, by cheriſh- 
ing fervent defires in their hearts, — They know: 
that prayer is highly advantageous, as it keeps up a 
ſerious, reverent ſenſe of Gop, of his preſence and 
providence) i in the heart, and promotes a. prevail- 
ing habitual regard to him: As it teacheth us to- 
regulate our deſires, and preventeth our indulging 
any, which we cannot with propriety and decency 
make known unto him. It ſtrengthens that love 
to Gon, which is the firſt and great commandment z 
gives peace and ſerenity to the mind, and is the 
appointed means of obtaining the bleſſings we _ 
CB 
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For theſe reaſons all the ſaints are devout, Pray 
fog people, Let us - obſerve, | | 


II. There are many imperfections attending the 
proyes of the ſaints, 


This ts implied in che text, where we read of 


| mhek: incenſe being offered auth them.” It is 


ſuppoſed rhey were ſincere; elſe they could not be 
the prayers of ſaints, nor would. incenſe have been 
added to them. But the addition of the incenſe 
plainly intimates, that they were imperfect and pol- 
| luted; and, of themſelves, unfit to be received by 
a pure and holy God. The juſtice of this remark 
is confirmed by obſerving, that tho? we have ſeve- 
ral accounts in this book of the worſhip of angelt, 
yet we read nothing of tleir having any mediator, 
or any incenſe offered with their devout. ſervices, 
They are a higher order of ſaints, Their ho- 
lineſs and obedience are perfect, and their wor- 
ſhip is in itſelf pure and acceptable to Gon, 
But the ſaints on earth are but ſanctified in part. 
They do, as it were, pollute every ſacred thing 
they touch: And there is not only imperfection 


but fin in their beſt ſervices, Tha? ſometimes their 


thoughts are more fixed. and their affections more 
devout and fervent in prayer, than at other times; 


yet at all times, ſome trifles will break in upon 
their minds; ſome vain, impertinent thoughts and 


diſtractions will intrude upon them and lead away 
their hearts from Gop. While he is zear in their 
month, he is far from their reisse And their werds 
and their hearts do not always correſpond. Their 
devotions are ſometimes haſty, and formal; with- 
out any, or with very little, ſerious ſenſe of God, 

10 bis. 
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his greatneſs and glory, and knowledge of the 
heart, There 1s not that life and ardour in their 
addreſſes, which is proportioned to the importance 
of the bleſſings they aſk for. Sometimes they neither 
feel, nor endeavour to feel, many of the good things 
which they utter before an all-ſeeing Gop.— When 
their thoughts are tolerably fixed, they often aſk amiſs. 
They aſk earthly things too eagerly ; ſpiritual bleſ- 
fings too coldly ; and are apt to preſctibe to Gop and 
limit the holy one of Tjrael, to grant ſuch parti- 
cular requeſts, or juſt in ſuch a way, without a 
due ſubmiſſion to his will. In ſhort, all the ſaints 
know this, and feel theſe imperfections. They con- 
feſs and lament them before Gop. And if it were 
needful to convince any of them that this is the 
caſe, I would only defire them to ſuppoſe, that 
their prayers were written down, with every thought 
which occurred during the performance of them; 
and they would ſoon ſee, that thus they appear to 
the eye of Gop, and that every vain and foreign 
thought was an imperfection in them, and a pol- 
lution of them. They would -readily own, that 
there might often be as much evil in them to diſ- 
pleaſe Gop, as good to recommend them to his 
| favour. With pleaſure therefore I add, 


Ul. It is the interceſſion of Chriſt, which ren- 
ders the prayers of ſaints acceptable to Gop. 


Whether the angel here mentioned, who offered 
incenſe with the prayers of the ſaints was, as I 
ſuppoſe, Chriſt himſelf, or an angel who had the 
houovr to repreſent him on that occaſion, the ac- 
tion is undoubtedly deſigned to lead our thoughts 
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to his interceſiion, He had been deſcribed, in the 
fifth chapter of this book, as appearing like a 
lamb that had been ſlein; which was a ſymbolical- 
repreſentation, or emblem, of his being the prepi- 
tiation for our ſins, Here he is deſcribed as er- 
ing incenſe; to repreſent the other part of his prieftly. 
office; aQing as mediator and interceſſor for the 
faints. And indeed his interceſſion is founded oa 
his ſacrifice, The jewiſh high prieſt, on the great 
day of atonement, went into the moſt holy place 
to preſent the blood of the ſacrifice before the 
. mercy-ſeat, and took with him incenſe to offer 
there. This the apoſtle tells us in the epiſtle to 
the Hebrews was a type of Chriſt f. The jewiſh 
temple was a figure of heaven; into which Chriſt 
entered, after he had once offered himſelf a ſacri- 
| ficez and there he appears in the preſence of 
Gop for us.” There he ever liveth to make in- 
terceſſion ;“ to plead for us before Gop and ob- 
| tain thoſe bleſlings for us, of which we ſtand in 
need, Therefore he is ſtyled our advocate with 
the father” and the one mediator between Gop 
and man.“ His appearance before Gop is a vir- 
tual interceſſion; as the high prieſt's preſenting the 
blood of the ſacrifice before the mercy-ſeat, was 
in effect an interceſſion for 1/-ael, tho? he had ſaid 
nothing: and indeed no form of words was di- 
rected to be uſed on that grand occaſion. Hence 
the blood of Chriſt is ſaid to © peat better things 
than the blood of Abel; as there is a language 
in the action of preſenting it. It is Chriſt's con- 
Rant intention to plead for his people, that his 

| death 

+ Heb, ix, 24, Ke. 1 Heb. vii. 24. 
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' euſneſs and obedience, even unto death, which are 
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death may anſwer the purpoſe deſigned, and be 


conſidered by the father as a ſufficient atonement 
for their fins, and as having virtue and efficacy in 
it to render their ſervices acceptable. Beſides thus 
preſenting his blood before Gop, he actually in- 
tercedes or prays to him in behalf of the ſaints; 
whether mentally or vocally the fcripture doth not 
ſay. This is plain from the general idea of in- 
terceſſion: And from comparing another paſſage in 
this ſacred book: There we read of the four li- 


ving creatures and the four and twenty elders, as 


emblems of the chriſtian church, both miniſters. 
and people, having every one of them golden vi- 
als or cenſers, full of odours, which are the pray- 
ers of ſaints*.* + Theſe chriſtians prayed them- 
felves; and Chriſt's having the golden cenſer full 
of incenſe, intimates that he prayed likewiſe, of- 
fering his own prayers with theirs and for them. 
He ſeconds and enforces their petitions. He inter- 
cedes that thoſe ſinful defects, which cleave to their 
prayers may be pardoned and excuſed, and their 
imperfe& ſervices accepted of Gop. Theſe prayers 
of Chriſt are enforeed by a juſt, proper and effee- 
tual plea; even his own merit; his perfect righte- 


ſo 
® Rev. v. 3. 


* 
— 


+ It is added, « and they ſung a new ſong, ſaying, thou - art 
worthy—for thou haft redeemed US to Gop by thy blood out 
of every kindred,* &c. which ſeems plainly to prove that the four 
living creatures were pot angels, or emblems of the angelick nature, 
as moſt commentators ſuppoſe ; eſpecially as they are particularly 
diſtinguiſhed from the angels, who were preſent and joined in ſong 
acts of worſhip. Compare Ch. M 11+ vil. 116- 


Dit. 12. Cnsisr's Tncen/e perfuming Prayer. 183 


ſo pleaſing to Gov, that, on that account, he grants 
mercy to men. His interceſſion is founded on 
what he hath done and ſuffered : So that be hath 
a juſt claim to be heard; aſking nothing but what 
he hath already purchaſed for his people, and Goo, 
by his promiſe and covenant, ſtands engaged to be- 
ftow. Now to this interceſſion of Chriſt it is ow- 
ing, that the prayers of the ſaints are acceptable- 
to God. Thus it is ſaid, that the father hear- 
eth him always .“ Our Lord often tells his diſci- 
ples, that what they © aſk in his name, ſhould be 
granted them.” And this is deſcribed in the verſe- 
following the text: * The ſmoke of the incenſe 
aſcended up with the prayers of the ſaints before 
Gop out of the angel's hand” that is, they were ac- 
cepted by him.—It may be neceſſary to add under 
this head, that the deſign of Chriſt's interceſſion, 


' repreſented by his offering incenſe, is not to re- 


mind Gop, as if he were forgetful; or to move 
and perſuade him, as if he were unkind. But it 
is his own conſtitution and appointment; which 
ney his tender mercy and readineſs to hear pray- 
: At the ſame time it reminds us of our guilt 
| bb; unworthineſs, and promotes in our hearts deep 
humility, and reverence; an habitual ſenſe of the 
evil of fin and diligent care to avoid it. There+ 
fore our obligations to the father are not in the 
leaſt diminiſhed by this appointment: But his mercy 
and grace are apparent in the whole ſcheme of 
our redemption. Thus we learn from the text, 
that all the ſaints are deyout and praying perſons 
—that there are many imperfections attending their 
prayers—nevertheleſs the interceſſion of Chriſt ren- 

| deat 
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ders them acceptable to Gop: I now proceed to 
point out to you the inſtruction, which may be 
drawn from theſe particulars. 


APPLICATION, 


I. They who do not make a ſerious buſineſs of 
prayer are not ſaints, 


You ſee, my Brethren, that it is the character 
of the ſaints, yea of all the ſaints, without one ex- 
ception, that they are men of prayer. It hath been 
their character in every age and under every diſ- 
penſation : So that I may addreſs you, as Eliphax 


doth Fob, call now, if there* be any that will an- 


ſwer thee, and to aich of the ſaints wilt thou turn,” 
but hath practiſed this duty ? One of the firſt 
ſigns of ſpiritual life beginning in dead ſouls, is 
ſerious prayer. So it was ſaid of Saul the perſecu- 
tor, behold he prayerh,? And it is the great ſup- 
port of the ſpiritual life. It is the character of the 
wicked, that they © caſt off fear and reftrain prayer 


before Gop.* It is the character of the hypocrite, 
that he will not always call upon Gop:? He may 


do it now and then, to filence the clamour of his 
conſcience, or to appear with ſome decency amongſt 
men; but he will not do it alw,ays, will not make 
a daily buſineſs of it. Wicked people live with- 


out Gop in the world ;* forget their preſerver and 


benefactor, and many. of them entirely neglect 
prayer. Others of them generally neglect it, and 


do not regularly and ſeriouſly perform it. They 


omit it upon every trifiing occaſion, and perform 
It 
* Job V. i, 


* 
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it in a trifling, formal manner; without any reve- 
rent thoughts of Gop or earneſt deſires of his fa- 
vour. While abandoned ſinners ſay, who is the 
almighty that we ſhould ſerve him?? theſe more 
refined ſinners ſay, what profit ſhall we have if 
we pray to him?” Let me intreat you carefully 
to inquire, what is your character, and try your» 
ſelves by this mark. Are Gop and conſcience wit- 
neſſes, that you daily pray to your father in ſecret ? 
That morning and evening you preſent yourſelves 
before him, to confeſs your ſins, to intreat mercy 
and grace, and give him thanks for the bleſſings 
you enjoy? Enquire further, of what Ind your 
prayers are? Whether they are a -mere ceremony 
or a ſpiritual ſervice? Whether they moſt reſem- 
ble the common forms of compliment and civili- 
ty which you uſe to your acquaintance, or your 
familiar, endearing converſe with a beloved friend ? 
Do you make your viſits to the throne of grace, 
not only to pay a homage which Goo requireth, 
but to ſeek an entertainment which you prefer to 
all others? Do you ccorſicer prayer as a taſk, 
a burden, and a ciſagreeable condition, without 
which mercy is not to be obtained? Or do you. 
eſteem it a great honour and favour to be admit- 
ted to approach to Gop; and think thoſe the moſt 
delightful moments, which afe ſpent in communion 
with him? If prayer be not your daily, ſerious, 
ſolemn, delightful buüneſs, you certainly are not 
ſaints. You may indeed be gentlemen and ladies: 
Vou may be wealthy, learned, polite, and eſteemed 
and admired by men; but aſſure yourſelves you are 
not /aints, A wicked world hath long treated this 
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as a cortemptuous title. Some of you may per- 
haps think lightly of it too; and may ſay, as I 
once heard a prophane wretch ſay, when he was 


aſked to join in family-worſhip ; No, I'll be none 


of your ſaints.” But, Sirs, if you are not ſaints, 
what are you then? You are „ners, vile, abomi- 
nable ſinners; odious to Gop, under his wrath and 
curſe, and going down to everlaſting ruin, You 
may not be much impreſſed with this now: But 
there is a day coming, when. Chriſt ſhall deſcend 
from heaven with ten thouſands of his holy angels 
and make this proclamation, * gather my ſaints to- 
gether.” Then ſhall he come to be admired in his 
ſaints, and conduct them to heaven. And what will 
you think of ſaints en, when you ſee them * caught 
up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and 
going to be for ever with him?“ And you and 
all other prayerleſs creatures puniſhed with ever- 
laſting deflruction from his preſence ? You will pray 
then, and pray fincerely and earneſtly too: But it 
will be too late. Chriſt will not intercede for you, 
but condemn you. In ſhort, if you are not /aints 
on earth, you will never be ſaints in heaven. I 
pray Gop to convince you of your folly and mad- 
neſs; that you may * ſeek the Lord while he may 
be found, ard call upon him while he is near,'— 
We may infer, . ® 


2. The interceſſion of Chriſt will not excuſe the 


neglect of prayer, or the allowed defects of it. 


As Chriit's, being a propitiation for our ſins 
94 doth not leſſen our obligation to 

a holy life, ſo his - interceſſion frengthens and doth 
not leſſen our obligaticn to prayer. It is deſigned 
| to 
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to excite and encourage our addreſſes. If any take 
| occaſion therefore from this appointment to neglect 
prayer, they pervert the goſpel, make Chriſt © the 
miniſter of fin and turn the grace of Gop into li- 
centiouſneſs.'—Nor will his interceſſion excuſe the 
allowed imperfections and defects of our prayers. 
Our duty is to ſtrive againſt them; to labour after 
an habitual command of our thoughts; to enter 
upon prayer with ſerious conſideration; to implore 
the help of the ſpirit; to check our thoughts when 
they begin to wander, and to examine, after the 
exerciſe is finiſhed, how it hath been performed ; 

to be humbled for its defects, and labour to ſerve 
Gop without prevailing diſtraction. Then may we 
chearfully hope, that Chriſt's interceſſion will avail 
for our acceptance.—Agpain, 


3. How glorious and how amiable doth Chriſt 
appear as an interceſſar ! 


How honourable is the office, with which he is 
inveſted! How great is his merit in God's efteem! 
and how dear is he to his father, that the prayers 
of the ſaints will be accepted, thro* his incenſe, 
but not without it! What a capacious mind muſt 
the ſon of Gop have, that he doth not overlook 
or forget the prayers of any one ſaint, but knows 
the meaning even of thoſe deſires and groanings 
which cannot be uttered! How compaſſionate is his 
heart to regard them! How gracious doth Chritt 
appear, thit, amidſt all the glory of his exalted 
| ſtate, the ſplendour of his-father's palace and the 
homage paid him by ſaints and angels there, he 
regards all his people on earth; hears and preſents all 
their prayers; never retires from the work of in- 

terceſſion 
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terceſſion and is never weary of it. Bleſſed Jeſus, 
ſhould every ſaint ſay, I adore and love thee and 
rejoice in thee; and worthy art thou to receive 


everlaſting glory and bleſſing!— Further, 


4. What deep humility becometh the greateſt ſaints! 


When Gov intended to ſhow Job's friends how 
much he reſented their uncharitable treatment of 
him, and to lead them to humility and repentance, 
he commanded them, * go to my ſervant Fob and 
he ſhall pray for you; for him avill J accept, left I 
deal with you after your folly ** With the ſame 
view are we commanded to go to Jeſus Chritt, 
It ſhows us the odious nature of ſin in Gop's ſight, 


that,. notwithſtanding the infinite benignity and good- 


neſs of his nature, he will not allow a ſinful crea- 


ture to come near him, but by a mediator ; nor 


liſten to the prayers of polluted lips, but as pre- 
ſented in his name and with a regard to his inter- 
ceſſion. This is a moſt wiſe and gracious appoint- 
ment; as it illuſtrates the majeſty and holineſs of 
God; and in every addreſs reminds us of the evil 
of fin and our own imperfeQions ; fince our beſt 


| ſervices need incenſe to perfame them. The pride 


of our hearts, which is not entirely mortified in the 


beſt, leads us to imagine, that we can come im- 


mediately to Gop, or bring ſomething valuable of 


our own. We are ready to boaſt of our perform 


ances and think Gop is indebted to us for them, 
But the interceſſion of Chriſt ſtrikes at the root of 
this fin which eaiily beſets us. It ſhows us, that 
the greateſt ſaints have reaſon to be humble, and. 

| that. 
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that our beſt duties need forgiveneſs, inſtead er 


meriting reward. Are we at any time ready to 


truſt to our own righteouſneſs and plead the worth 
of our ſervices? the iniquities of our hely things 
ſhould be ſufficient to deſtroy our confidence. Our 
prayers would bear witneſs againſt us, and in this 
ſenſe, ©* out of our own months ſhould we be con- 
demned.“ Let us often think of the matter in this 


light, to cure our conceit of ourſelves and promote 


our humility: For when we have done all that 
is commanded we are unprofitable ſervants,* and are 
only © accepted in the beloved.“ Which leads me 
to add, | 


5. Let us fix our dependance on. the interceſſion 
of Chriſt for the acceptance of our prayers, 


© Thro? Chriſt we have acceſs to the father.” 
This is an encouragement to prayer, peculiar to the 
chriſtian diſpenſation. If we do not pay a beliey- 
ing regard to him as mediator, we do not pray as 
chriſtians, nor ſhall we be heard. Let us then che- 
riſh ih our hearts a deep ſenſe of our need of a 
mediator ; an entire acceptance of Chriſt under that 
character; a chearfol dependance upon his grace 
and a hearty compliance with his method of ſal- 
vation. Let all our prayers be offered up in his name, 
with a ſerious regard to his interceſſion. Let us 
often mention his name in our addreſſes, and have 
a reſpe& to it, when we do not expreſs y mention 
it; pleading it with Gop and committing our prayers 
to his hands to be -perfumed with his incenſe. 


While our beſt ſervices are ſo broken and imper- 
fect that we may bluſh to preſent them; while a 


2 con- 
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conſciouſneſs of guilt and pollution diſcourageth 
and is almoſt ready to terrify us, let us behold by 
an eye of faith, Jeſus ſtanding before the throne, 
with his golden cenſer and much incenſe. And 
having ſuch a high prieſt to intercede, a high prieſt 
who was once in our own nature, and is ſtil] touched 
with the feeling of -our infirmities, let us, as the 
apoſtle exhorts * come boldly to the throne of grace 
and draw near with full aſſurance of faith t,“ that 
our prayers will be heard; that we ſhall be guarded 
againſt the many dangers to which we are expoſed, 
and grace and glory be given to us.—But let me 
again remind you, Brethren, that Chriſt will not 
plead in a bad cauſe. He offers up his incenſe 
with the prayers of his /aints and theirs only. For 
«the prayers of the wicked are an abomination.? 
But I would add, if there are any truly defirous 
to become ſaints; who are fincerely ſorry for their 
paſt fins, and particularly their neglect of ſerious 
prayer: If they are willing to receive Jeſus Chriſt 
as their Lord and ſaviour, and will now earneſtly 
addreſs the throne of grace, Chriſt will intercede 
for them, and perfume their firſt cries for mercy, 
For we are aſſured by the apoſtle, that © he is able 
to ſave 10 the uttermo/? them that come unto Gop by 
him ; n he ever liveth to make zixterceſſion for 
them f.“ 
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They are not of the World, even as J am not of the 
| World. 


KA Y fellow-chriſtians; it is my honour and plea- 
| ſure to addreſs you by that name and title, 
and it is yours to wear it: But it will be my grief, 
and your reproach now, and your aggravated miſery 
hereafter, if, while you name the name of Chriſt, 
you do not depart from iniquity and live in this 
world as your lord and maſter did. It is neceſſary 
therefore frequently to conſider, what were the tem- 
per and conduct of Chriſt and of his holy apoſtles, 
and to view theſe in various lights, that we may be 
followers of them. We have one view of them in the 
text; and it will, by the bleſſing of Gop, be very 
_ uſeful in the preſent ſtate of men and things about“ 
us, to attend to it. —Chriſt is here recommending 
his diſciples to the care and protection of his hea- 
venly father; and he aſks this for them, becauſe 
(v. 14.) the world hate them: For (ſays he) © they 
Are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 
Nevertheleſs 
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Nevertheleſs T pray not that thou ſhouldeſt take 
them out of the world, but that thou ſhouldeſt keep 
them from the evil” that is in it. And further to 
enforce his petition and fortify their minds, he re- 
peats it again in the text: They are not of the 
world, even as I am not of the world,” By the 
"world we are here to underſtand, not merely thoſe 
who did not believe in him, but a// wicked men in 
general ; ; all that were not ſincerely holy and good. 


And it contains an intimation that the generality . 


of men were bad. The diſpoſitions of Chrilt's diſ- 
ciples were different from thoſe of the world about 


them, whether Jews or Gentiles, Hence we read 


of the men of the world, and the children of the 
world, as diſtinguiſhed from the children of Gop 
and of light. And St. John ſaith * We know that 
we are of Gop, born of Gop and do not practiſe 
fin, * and the ah _avorld lieth in wickedneſs +.? 

This is true of all Chriſt's ſincere diſciples now : 
They are not of the world, any more than their 
maſter. His temper and behaviour were, and 
theirs are, widely different from the temper and be- 
haviour of the generality of men. And if we take 
our view of things from ſcripture and obſervation 


compared together, we ſhall ſoon be convinced of 


this. My defign is to ſhow the difference between 
chriſtians, that is, true chriſtians, who are like 
Chriſt, (for in that ſenſe I now uſe the word) and 
the world, or the generality of men. And here I 
would obſerve, that their leading ſentiments—rules 


of life — affedions— and purſuits are very different 


and contrary. | 
I. Their 
+ 1 John v. 19. 
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I. Their leading ſentiments and views of things 
are very different. 


I ſpeak not of the things of the De, of com- 
mon objects, or good and evil in general; but things 
of the greateſt importance, and thoſe by which 
their characters are diſtinguiſhed. The world is 
willingly and affectedly ignorant of the beſt things, 
and ſome of its wiſeſt men only ſtudy them as a 
ſcience, without having their hearts affected by 
them. — Worldly men have ſome general notions 
of GOD and his providence, and that ſome reve- 
rence and worſhip is due to him. The chriſtian 
conſiders him, as the Gop, with em he hath to do; 
as the life and happineſs of his ſoul; as his hope 
and portion and exceeding joy; whoſe loving kind- 
neſs is better than life;* while others know not 
Gon and are without him in the world.“ —It is 
no wonder that, in conſequence of this, they have | 
hardly any idea of the dignity of their ſouls, the pro- 
per uſe of their rational faculties and the end of 
their creation: While the chriſtian ſees and knows 
theſe, and at the ſame time conſiders bimfelf, as 
having once been in a finful, polluted, condemned 
ſtate, and needing, with all his dignity and glory, 
to be born again, or elſe he muſt have periſhed 
for ever,—Theſe ſentiments of himſelf lead him to 
| ſee that in is an evil and bitter thing, the diſgrace 
and the ruin of the creation: While worldly men 
think it a very light matter, make nice diſtinctions 
between wices and crimes, and colour over ſome de- 
teſtable practices with ſpecious names. They call 
ſome vices in themſelves, and others, which both 
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reaſon and ſcripture condemn, only foillezs; and 
think, that Gop is too wiſe and good to condemn 
his creatures for them. — Their ſentiments of Chri/? 
are very different. Worldly men call him zheir 
lord and ſaviour; but they ſee no form nor come- 
lineſs in him, nor their need of an intereſt in him: 
While he is precious to the true chriſtian, and he 
eſteems him, in his holy life as well as meritorious 
death, in his precepts as well as his promiſes, al- 
together lovely, —They have different views of / 
World and another, They who are of the world, 
ſeek it as the main thing; look upon it as their 
treaſure, portion and felicity; and upon thoſe who 
have the largeſt ſhare of it, as the moſt happy 
men: While the chriſtian deſpiſeth it; looketh upon 
it as a dangerous enemy, and uſeth it only to pro- 
mote his own gratitude and comfort, and the good 
of others, —Worldly men have very low and carnal 


© ideas of heaven, They talk of it as a fine place 


and a ſtate of reſt; but know little of its nature, 
work and bleſſedneſs: While the chriſtian conſiders 
it as the perfection of knowledge, holineſs and love; 
à ſtate of eternal nearneſs to Gop and friendſhip 
with him; and delights to view it as his home 
and inheritance. —I obſerve, 


II. Their rules of life are very different. 


The world is in a great meaſure lawleſs. They 
walk after the em of their hearts, and the 
fight of their eyes;“ indulging all their fancies- and 
e folfilling the deſires of the fe and of the mind.” 
They obey the law in the members: Sin hath 
dominion over them, reigns in their bodies and di- 
rects 
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rects their actions. They, as the apoſtle expreſſeth 
it walk according to the courſe of lis world 1; 
the vain converſation received by tradition from 
their fathers, and the faſhions of the age, in which 
they live. They conſider not what is reaſonable 
and fit, what chriſtianity requires, what is truly 
honourable and uſeful; but what others do; what 
the generality, eſpecially the rich and the great, 
do, and would not upon any account differ from 
them. This leads many to be Srutiſuly wicked, 
and run to every exceſs of riot: And it leads others 
to be genteely wicked; only to allow themſelves in 
the politer, and not the vulgar, vices of the age. 
They think, that cannot be wrong which the many 
do, eſpecially which the ſoberer part of the gentry 
do: and laying down this falſe principle, * they 
follow a multitude to do evil.” If they have any 
regard to the goſpel, it is only to keep up the ex- 
ternal form of chriſtianity, and to be very zealous 
for ſome ſentiments, rites and ceremonies, which 
are no part of it: While they are led captive by 
the God of this world, obey him as his ſervants, 
and are influenced by that * ſpirit, which worketh 
in the children of diſobedience.” — The chriſtian, 
like his maſter, makes the will of GOD the rule of 
his actions. This he ſtudies; to this he conforms; 
to this he ſacrifices every thing. He conſiders, not 
what is the way of the world, the cuſtom and 
| faſhion; but what Gop commandeth, "what Chriſt 
did, and what, as a chriſtian, he himſelf ought to 
do. He makes the word of Gop the rule of his 
devotion, his juſtice, his charity, and of his polite- 
p neſs 
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neſs too. He is born again, lives under the influ- 
ence of that new nature, which he hath received, 
and labours in all things to approve himſelf unto 
God. He hath the appetites and paſſions of others; 
but they are not his rule. His reaſon and conſci- 
ence, as enlightened and ſanctified by the word and 
ſpirit of Gop, are his guide, and the example of 
Chriſt is his model.—I obſerve further, that true 
chriſtians are not of this world, becauſe, 


III. Their affections are very different, 

The ſpirit of the chriſtian, his principles, his 
affections, his motives of action, are in general con- 
trary to thoſe of the world. He hath the ſame 


natural affections as others: but they are ſanQified, 


work in a different manner and are ſtrongeſt to- 
wards the beſt and moſt deſerving objects. His pre- 


_ wailing love and hatred, his principal hopes and fears, 


joys and ſorrows, are quite different from thoſe of 
worldly men.—The latter have not the Lowe of Gon 
in their hearts. Some of them openly affront and 
blaſpheme him. They contemn and reproach their 
maker, They all hate God, are at enmity with 
him, and habitually forget him. What our Lord 
faith of the world in his time, is true of it now, 
that they hate both him and his father.“ Whereas 
the chriſtian loveth Gop with all his heart and 
ſoul ; Joygth Chriſt Jeſus in ſincerity, and delights 


to ſerve and pleaſe him. The chriſtian hateth ſin 


as the greateſt evil, and accounts thoſe his ene- 
mies and the ſcandal -of human nature, who hate 
Gop. Worldly men hate and ſhun poverty, ſhame, 
reproach, ſickneſs and death, as the - greateſt evils; 
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while they careſs ſin in their boſoms as a friend 
and a favourite. Carnal men are lovers of pa- 
/ure more than lovers of GOD: They love the 
| praiſe of men more than the praiſe of Gop.“ A 
little popular applauſe elevates their vain minds. — 
Again, they treat good and bad alike, They * bleſs 
the covetous, whom the Lord abhorreth; aſſoci- 
ate with the worſt of men at their tables, in gay 
aſſemblies and parties of pleaſure ; and would reckon! 
it a mark of rudeneſs ts ſhow any publick flight: 
io a rake or debauchee. But in the eyes of a 
chriſtian, a vile perſon i contemned. He will ſhun 
the company of ſuch, and have no converſation 
with them, when he can poſſibly help it: While 
he ſhows his concern for them and love to them 
by his earneſt prayers for them, doing them any 
ſervice he can, pitying their aflitions and «:joicing. 
in their happineſs. — The chriſtian fears the name 
of Goo, while worldly men profane it or take it 
in vain, He dreads nothing ſo much as lin, and 
therefore * abſtains from the appearance of it:” 
While worldly men make a jeſt of ſin, readily ven- 
ture upon temptations to it, and ſpeak of the vi- 
ces of others with a joke and a laugh.—The ge- 
fires and hopes of a chriſtian all center in Goo 
in his ſervice, in converſe with him in publick and: 
private, and in his favour: While the deſire of 
others is towards the world, its gains and pleaſures. 
They glory in their wealth and honour, their birth 
and outward accompliſhments ; while he glories only 
in Gop and rejoiceth in Chriſt Jeſus and the hope 
of eternal life, His principal ea is againſt fin, 
and for Gop; while they are . affected in 
g K 3. that 
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that which is bad, and are aſhamed to appear and 
act in a good cauſe, —Fhe chriſtian ſeeks and finds 


his chief pleaſare in Gop; in reading, meditation 


and prayer; in his cloſet and in the houſe of Gon; 
in denying himſelf, mortifying the fleſh, Improving 
his underſtanding and his graces, and in ſhowing 
kindneſs and being uſeful. to all men. The men 
of the world have no idea of pleaſure in_ theſe 
things, but ſeek it in carnal gratifications, in get- 
ting money, making a figure in life, indulging their 
appetites, in a round of amuſement: and this, while 
the conſciouſneſs of a rational, immortal. ſpirit with- 
in torments them. They ſay of religion and the 
fabbath, what the chriſtian ſaith of worldly buſineſs 
and pleaſure, * What a wearineſs is it?“ and when 
will it be over, that I may be in my proper, de- 


\ lightful element? But I add, once more, 


"IT, Their purſuits, A eim and ends are very 
different. 


Fhis indeed 1 hows noche upon 8 Pk 
according to men's ſentiments, rules and affections, 


will their aim and purſuits be. Chriſt always 


did the things which pleaſed the father. It was 
his meat- to. do: his will, to. glorify him on earth 
and finiſh the work he had given him to do.“ And 
this is the chriſtian's aim: While they that are 
in the fleſh, cannot pleaſe God,“ but mind the fleſh 
and earthly things.—The chriſtian's bufineſs in life 
is to ſerve the Lord Chriſt: This is the fruit of 
his labours: To him to live is Chriſt. Worldly 
men call this enthuſiaſm and folly, or are wholly 
devoted to a. temporal intereſt, Their buſineſs is 

. f ta 
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to lay ap treaſures on earth,“ and to ſecure a por- 
tion in this life. They take more pains to gain 
the world and enjoy its pleaſures, than, I fear, 
chriſtians do, to work out their own ſalvation” and 
do good to the ſouls cf others; tho” that is their 
main buſineſs in life. The end of all the chriſtian's 
actions is to ſecure an immortal crown. He ſets 
his affections on things above, hath his converſation 
in heaven, and by a patient continuance in well do- 
ing? ſeeks it” earneſtly. Whereas they who are of 
the world, mind the things of the world. Their 
chief concern is, what they ſhall eat and drink 
and wherewithal they ſhall be clothed;* and how 
they ſhall enjoy, as they call it, the moſt of this 
ſhort precarious life. In a word, the one are ſacrĩ- 
ficing to the fle; the other to the ſpirit; the one 
are laying hold on the «ver/z, the other © laying . 
hold on everlaſting life.” So wide then is the dif- 
ference, and ſo great the contrariety, between the 
men of the world, and Crit and his true diſci- 
ples, who are not of the world! Between their 
ſentiments—rules of life —affections—and purſuits! 


Let me now draw ſome uſeful inferences from this 
ſubje&- | | 


APPLICATION. 


1. The tate of the world is very 3 to be 
lamented : 


| Since it is ſo very different from the dinper of 
Chriſt and his faithful ſervants. It is ſtill true that 


©the world lieth in wickedneſs,” and the generality 
walk in * broad way that leadeth to GrfiruGions* 


K 4 — 
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It is lamentable that this ſhould be the character of 
any of Gop's rational creatures, fo different from what 
man was at firſt; ſo different from what man ſhould be. 
It is peculiarly lamentable, that it ſhould be the 
character of any chriftians, who enjoy the glorious, 
goſpel of the bleſſed Gop.;*? have ſuch a perfect 
rule and pattern of life in it, and ſuch powerful 
motives to engage their cooformity to them ! That 
it ſhould be the character of / many chriſtians, of 
the greater part of them; that they are the reverſe 
of the maxims of the goſpel, *© ſeeking their own 
things, not the things of Jeſus Chriſt !* What js 
yet more ſtrange, they are eaſy and contented with 
this character, and often deſpiſe and infult thoſe 
of a different character. Look round about you, 
my Bretbren, and ſee if this is not a juſt def. 
.cription of the world. And can we behold this 
and think of it, without deep concern! Can we 
behould tranſgreſſors and not be grieved? If we 
ourſelves were not too like the world, and ſick 
of the. ſame diſeaſe, which will be fatal to them, 
we ſhould more ſeriouſly lay it to nn and more 

deeply lament it. | 


2. It is. no wonder that the world hateth true e chris. 
tians, ſince their temper and manners are ſo different. 


That the world; doth. hate them, that there is. 
great enmity Fn it to godlineſs and godly. men, is 
very plain. 'Fhcy called the maſter of the houſe- 
Beelzebub. He was never one of the world's fa- 
vourites; and no wonder his faithful followers are 
not. Their piety and ſteadinefs bear witneſs againſt, 
reprove and ſhame, the world's corruption. They 


| bave often: been perſecuted and evil-intreated for 
that 


— 
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that conduct, for which they ought to have been 
valued and eſteemed. They have had, and fill 
have, trials of cruel mockings.” They are had in 
deriſion and laughed to ſcorn. Their iofirmities 
and imprudences are aggravated: into vices : while 
the nototious vices of the wicked are treated as 
foibles, Principles and practices are laid to their 
charge which they abhor. If the world cannot 
find any thing to cenſure in their conduct, they 
will judge their hearts. If they ſhow unuſual zeal 
in God's ſervice and for the ſouls of others, they 
are reproached and bantered; They are charged 
with being ſtiff. and rigid, ſoar and moroſe; and: 
with depriving others of pleaſures, for which them- 
ſelves have no reliſh. The patrons of amuſement 
and the men of gaiety, are admired and careſſed ;- 
while humble, pious ſouls are the ſong of the drun - 
| kard and the jeſt of the polite; And ſome who call: 
themſelves their friends, and the friends of religion 
too, will be ſo far from vindicating their character 
and eſpouſing their cauſe, that they will join in 
the cenſure, tho“ they do it in ſofter language. 
But it was ſo from the begianing. This 1s the: 
old enmity between the ſeed of the /erpent and the 
ſeed of the woman. It hath been maintained and 
ſhowed in every ſacceeding age, and particularly 
againſt Chriſt, And by this thought, he encou- 
rageth his diſciples and gives them the true key 
to the world's oppoſition. If the world hateth 50 
ye know that it hated ze before it hated you,” 

or hated me your' chief and maſter; Mark what 
follows; if ye were of the world, the world would: 
love 21 o; if you will join with them, encou- 
rage them, at leaſt not oppoſe them, in their ſin- 
K. 5; ful! 
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ful cuſtoms, they will love you, as perſons of their 
own party and likeneſs; '* but becauſe ye are not 
of the world, but Þ have chofen you out of the 
world,“ to be preachers of righteouſneſs and exam- 
ples to it, to enlighten and reform it, therefore 
the world hateth you *.“ Again he ſaith, The world 
hath hated them, becauſe they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world 1 So that for a 
man to be hated of the world is ſo far, in gene- 
ral, from being à proof of his wiekedneſs or folly, 
that it is really an evidence of his ſingular wiſdom 
and goodneſs, If we experience leſs of this than 
our fathers, it 1s not, I fear, becauſe the world is 
grown better, but we are grown worſe. * Marvel 
nt, my Brethren,“ and be not diſcouraged if the 
world hate youf;? for you ſee how to account 
for it; and who hath endured the world's hatred 
before you. And tho? it. may ſeem a ſtrange, it is 
far from being an- unkind wiſh, un the world 
hated you more. 


3 Here is a touchſtone for our characters: 


A teſt to try them by; a rule by which we may 
judge of our true ſtate. Are we of the world or 
not? Is your conduct moſt like that of the gene- 
rality or of the pious few ? Conſider in what de- 
gree, and in what reſpeQs, you reſemble the 
multitude, Are your ſentiments, rules of life, 
affections and purſuits like thoſe of the world, or 
thoſe of Chriſt and his ſincere followers > What 
do you think of the world, and what doth the 
world think and ſay of you? 225 this you may 

form” 


® John xv. 29, + Jobn xvii. . 14. } 1 John iii. 13. 
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ſorm ſome judgment of your real character. They 
that are of the world, eat of the world, and the 
world heareth them *,“ and is fond of them: 80 
St. Jos deſcribes: ſome corrupt teachers: And 
no doubt they would plead, - that they were bap- 
tized, were ſeparated from the unbelieving world, 
and profeſſed chriſtianity, But St. J plainly 
declares, that notwithſtanding all this, while they 
were influenced by a worldly ſpirit and ſuited their 
_ doctrines: and practices to the taſte of a corrupt 
age, they were ſtill of the avorld. If there is no 
difference between you and the genezality about 

you, but you engage in the ſame pleaſures and 
manifeſt the fame earthly ſpirit, and will give up a 
good conſcience, or act againſt your better judgment, 
to pleaſe men, yon mult lie under the black cha- 
rater of belonging ta the world, and have your 
portion with them. It is therefore highly neceſ- 
ſary for us all, to enter ſeriouſly and cloſely into 
this enquiry, whether we are of this world or not: 
Since, as St. James obſerveth, the fellowſhip of 
the world is enmity with Gop ; whoſoever therefore 
will be a friend of the world is the enemy off 
| Gop +.* - 


4. See the danger of being conformed to the 
world. 


This is a: fin that eaſily beſets us, but will end 
in ruin. It is a temptation eſpecially dangerous 
to young perſons. They are not ſuſpieious of evil; 
nor experienced in the ways of the world and the 
wiles of Satan- Their ſocial diſpoſitions, their fear 

K 6 of? 
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of ſhame and love of applauſe,” too eaſily lead them 
into this ſnare. Think then, my brethren and eſ. 
pecially my young friends, that the way of the 
eworld is a bad way; and, how. many ſoever walk 
in it, it leads to deſtruction. Be careful that you 
never make their practice your ſtandard; that you 
never adopt their corrupt principles and maxims; 
nor think of levelling religion, as too many of its 

profeſſors and I fear preachers: do, with the hu- 
monrs and modes of the world. Be ſure that their 
cuſtoms and uſages are ſafe and innocent, before 
you venture upon them. And to know whether 
they are ſo or not, enquire, did Chrif act thus: 
Would he have been ſeen in ſuch a place, with ſuch 
company, or at ſuch diverſions * Would he have 
been hindered from the temple, or his more private 
religious duty, by that, which I think a ſufficient 
excuſe for my negle&, becauſe the generality think 
it ſo? And what tho' ſome who are called polite, 
| ſober and charitable do, as you are inclined to do? 


Confider, they may be all this, and yet be deſtitute- | 


of the fear and love of Gop, and ſo. be of the 
world. Aſt not, what is the fa/hion, but what is 
the goſpel? for by that you are to be judged, and. 
not by the cuſtoms of the age. The number of 
finners will be no excuſe for your conformity to. 
them; no ſecurity againſt your future deſtruction. 
The wicked ſhall be turned into hell and al! the 

nations that forget Gop.* Save yourſelves. there. 

fore from this untoward generation, Come our from 
among them and be ſeparate, ſaith the Lord; zouch 
not the unclean thing; and partake not of their 
fins, leſt ye allo partake of their plagues.” 


LL How 
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5. How much need have chriſtians of en, 
watchfulneſs and prayer! 


We have need, Brethren, of great reſolution of 
mind, to ſtand firm in the midſt of a crooked and 
perverſe generation: not to be carried away ,with 


the throng, but maintain our integrity. Vet this | 


1s not all: We are, like our maſter, to teſtify our 
abhorrence of their wickedneſs; to appear on the 
Lord's fide and riſe up for him againſt the work- 
ers of iniquity. And this we are to do, tho? all 
men forſake us; and we have reaſon to ſay, that 
© men of low degree are vanity, and men of high 
degree a lye, and that even our brethren deal de- 
ceitfully with us. We need much patience under 
reproaches and diſcouragements for well doing : And 
much courage, that we be in nothing terrified by our 
adverſaries. We likewiſe need great prudence and cau- 
tion, that we be not corrupted by the world, and 
that our love doth not wax cold, becauſe iniquity 
abounds. We need theſe alſo, that © our good be 
not evil ſpoken of ;* that by walking in wiſdom 
towards them that are without,” we may give no 
unneceſſary offence. In order to this firmneſs and 
prudence, we conſtantly need divine aids. Let us be 
fervently thankful to God, if he hath, by his grace, 
choſen us out of the world, and made us to differ 
from others, If we have been enabled to over. 
come the world, it is * becauſe greater is he that 
is in us, that is, the Spirit of Gop, than he that 
is in the world.“ that is, Satan, the God of it “. 
Let us earneſtly pray for ourſelves, while we e 
that Chriſt is praying for us, that Gop would : keep 


s 
+ 1 John iv. 4. 
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us from the evil of the world ;? that we be not en- 
ſnared by it; that our regard to religion and con- 
| ſcience be not in the leaft leſſened by its corrupti- 
ons ;. that we may be wiſe as ſerpents and harm- 
leſs as doves.” Are we not of this world? 16 much 
the better. Let them deſpiſe us for it! But there 
is another world to which we belong; to which our 
tempers and manners bear a nearer reſemblance, 
This painful ſcene will ſoon cloſe. We ſhall quickly 
leave this wicked world ; get beyond the enmity and 
the contempt of it; and our piety, zeal and ſtead- 
faſtneſs will receive a-glorious reward in that world, 
„wherein dwelleth righteouſneſs.” For thus hath 
our Lord declared, to encourage his faithful ſervants 
in this world, Thou haſt a few. names, even in 
Sardis, that wicked place, which have not defiled: 
their garments,. and' they ſhall walk wich me in. 


white, for they are worthy F. 


+ Revi ii. 4. 
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The Danger of — kack er Wreinz 
put the Hand to the Plough. 


— WO) "1 * — — — 


Lokk ix. 61, 62. 


And another alſo ſaid, Lord, T will follow thee :. Bit 
let me firfl go bid them farewell, which are. at home 

at my houſe. —And Jeſus ſaid unto him, No man hav- 
ing put his hand to the plough, and looking back, is 
fit nt the kingdom of God, 


T is an important part of chriſtian friendſhip t- to 
point out to men the ſources of thoſe errors 
and that miſcondutt, which may be deſtrutive to 
their ſouls; and to warn them of the rocks, on 
which others have made ſhipwreck of faith and a 
good - conſcience. The principal of theſe are, not 
judging of things, and minding them, according to 
their real importance; and being too eager in the 
purſuit and enjoyment of things lawful and inno- 
cent in themſelves. Againſt both theſe our Lord 
warns. us in the text.—A perſon who had heard 
his doctrine and ſeen his miracles,” came to him, 
and, without being expreſsly commanded, ſaid, 
© Lord, I will follow thee :* I will become thy diſ- 
ciple and ſlated attendant, * But let me firſt go 
1 | bid 
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bid them farewell which are at home at my houſe;. 
Jeſus ſaid unto him, no man having put his hand 
to the plough, and looking back (a proverbial ex- 
preſſion for a careleſs, irreſolute perſon) is fit for 
the kingdom of God.“ He is not fit to be one 
of my diſciples; I ſhall not con ſider and own him, 
as one of chem; and he will have no title to the 
bleſſings of my goſpel. — Now theſe words _ 
to us the following weighty truths: 


I. Many ſeem diſpoſed to follow Chriſt, and yet 
are kept back by their domeſtick and worldly. af. 
fairs. 7 

II. The concerns of religion are ſo very impor- 
tant, that they admit no-excuſe nor delay. 


III. Thoſe who have engaged in the ſervice of 
Chriſt, muſt be reſolute and' perſevere to the end, 


J. Many ſeem diſpoſed to follow Chriſt, yet are 
bhindered by their domeſtick and worldly. affairs. 


To follow Chriſt is to become his ſincere diſcis 
ple, to obey. his laws, to imitate his example, and 
to truſt jn his righteouſneſs and grace. So that. 
it is the character of chriſtians vb, as well as 
thoſe who attended him from place to place while 
he was upon earth. Thus he ſpoke of his diſci- 
ples in general as his ſheep, -who *© hear his voice 
and follow him.” And, in the Revelation, true 
chriſtians are deſeribed as the followers of the lamb, 
witherſoever he goeth. The perſon in the text ſaith, 
Lord, I will follow thee. But let me firſt bid 
farewell to my family.“ Had his meaning been, 

as 
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as our tranſlation intimates, that he would only go 
and take leave of them, it is probable our Lord 
would not have oppoſed it, And in this caſe, his 
anſwer is not a poſitive prohibition, but a ſeaſon- 
able caution; that he ſhould not ſuffer his friends 
to hinder the immediate execution of his good re- 
ſolution, But the words may be better rendered 
to /er in order his houſehold affairs.” And this might 
take up a great deal of time, engage his thoughts, 
divert his attention; And our Lord might foreſee, 
that by the variety of his cares, or the perſuaſion 
of his friends, he might be kept at home and ne- 
ver return to him, In which ever ſenſe we take 
the words, and both may be included, they ſuggeſt 
this important truth, that domeſlick affairs are very 
apt to lead men to zeglec religion; to defer it; or 
Pay /e/5 regard to it, than its importance requires.“ 
— Many who have been awakened to a ſenſe of 
their danger by reaſon of fin, and their duty to re- 
pent and return to Gop and mind religion, have 
been led to neglect theſe duties entirely, and to go 
on in their ſins, by worldly concerns. They are 
ſo much taken up with their domeſtick affairs, that 
their ſerious impreſſions are worn out. They have 
no time to think cloſely of the importance and ne- 
ceſſity of religion, and to try and prove what is 
acceptable to the Lord. They are ſo entangled 
with the buſineſs of this life, and the hurry of 
their trades and family- affairs, that they cannot move 
towards Gop. and heaven. Tho they come to the 
houſe of Gop out of cuſtom and decency, yet the 
word and prayer make no laſting impreſſion upon 
1 hearts, but the tares of the world choke 2 
8 
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good ſeed,* ſo that it produceth no fruit. They are 
ſuch ſlaves to modes and forms and faſhions, that 
they can ſcarcely entertain any /eriovs thoughts 
about their ſouls and eternity, — Others have ſome 
fuch thoughts, and are in effect ſaying, * Lord, 
F will follow thee: They ſeem reſolved for Gop 
and religion; yet put off a clo/ attention to theſe 
weighty matters. Their language is * let me firſt 

order my houſehold ; let me be ſettled in the world : 
Let me have difparched ſo much buſineſs and have 
put my affairs into ſuch a track and method, that 
I may have lefs incumbrance from them. Let me 
get forward in the world and attain fuch eaſy cir- 
cumſtances, that I may retire from buſineſs or leſſen 
itz and then I ſhall have more leiſure to think 
of religion.” Many an awakened youth hath thought 
with himſelf, * let me be firſt free from a ſtate of 
ſervitude and dependence, be fixed in a buſineſs and 
family of my own; and then I will follow Chriſt '— 
Others poſtpone this great concern out of what they 
call civikty and complaiſance. They do not chuſe 
'to differ from the cuſtom of the times, to ſeparate 
from ſome cf their companions,” or do any thing 
which would make them look ſingular, leſt they 
fhould be laughed at and ridiculed ; | leſt their at- 
tention to religion ſhould be cenſured as idleneſs, 
enthuſiaſm or vanity, — Others, who go a ſtep fur- 
ther than this, may begin to follow Chrift, but 
foon fand ftill or make no conſiderable progreſs ; 
| becauſe they conſider their worldly concerns as the 
main thing, and religion as only a ſecondary thin 

which is to be minded when nothing elſe Biete 
Vith it, and when they are at leiſure from weigh- 
| tier 
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tier concerns, They ſee athers, and ſome who make 
a profeſſion of religion, acting in this manner; and 
therefore think they may do ſo. They ſeem almoſt 
aſhamed to have begun to follow Chriſt, and afraid 
to ſhow any vigour and reſolution in his ſervice, 
They thiok it ſufficient, that they have as much 
religion as the generality; which is indeed none at 
all, or next to none. — Theſe remarks ſufficiently 
illuſtrate and confirm the firſt obſervation from 
the text, that many who ſeem diſpoſed to follow 


Chriſt-are hindered by their worldly affairs.—l go 
on to obſerve, 


II. The concerns of religion are ſo very impor- 
tant, that they admit no excuſes nor delays.  *© 


| You ſee, in the text, that our Lord did not 
allow the excuſe, which this perſon made for not 
following him immediately. Nor doth there appear 
any thing peculiar in his caſe. It muſt therefore 
be conſidered as containing a general intimation, 
that religion is to be minded in the firſt place; 
and that thoſe who have entered upon it, muſt 
not look back, or. be diverted from the. proſecu- 
tion of it, by any thing elſe ; eſpecially not by 
worldly affairs. Ir may be proper to obſerve, chat 
our Lord cannot be underſtood to mean, that do- 
meſtick affairs and worldly buſineſs are not to be 
minded. It is every man's duty to attend to theſe. 
The chriſtian religion commands men to do their 

own buſineſs ; to work with their. hands ;* to be di- 
ligent in their proper callings; to ſet their houſes 
in order, and make a ſuitable proviſion for their 
e, I. declareth, that * the man. . who provi- - 


deth 
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| deth not for his houſe, hath denied the faith and 


is worſe than an infide/; and that if a man will 


not labour, he ſhould not ear.“ But worldly buſi- 
neſs is no excuſe for neglecting religion entirely, 


or deferring an attention to it, or trifliog in its 


momentous concerns: And that, for theſe reaſons. 
—Religion is the molt important eoncern—religion 
and buſineſs may go on. together,—and buſineſs 
will flouriſh the better, if religion be minded, and 
minded too as the principal thing. 

© Religion is the neſt important concern ;? infi- 
nitely moxe ſo, than any domeſtick and worldly 
concern, And therefore if they could not ſubſiſt 
and proceed together, religion ſhould have the firſt 
Place in our thoughts and purſuits, Gop demands 


our ſupreme fear, love and obedience. The care 


of the ſoul is the one thing needful. To fear 
Gop and keep his commandments is the whole 
duty of man.“ Nothing is of equal importance, 
Men have different callings and occupations in life; 


but every man's calliog and occupation is to be 
wiſe and good, and * Labour for the meat that en- 
dureth to everlaſting life.” This is too plain and 


evident to admit of a doubt in any reaſonable 
creature, who believeth the immortality of his foul 
and a future ſtate of rewards and puniſhments, A 
man need not conſult with fleſh and bloed about 
it. Or if he doth, there are none, except fools 
and madmen, but will tell him that * wiſdom is 
the principal thing,” and that it is his higheſt duty 
and intereſt *with all his gettings to get under- 


ſtanding,” — Further, Worldly buſineſs is no excuſe 


for negleQing religion, de * both may: go on to- 
| thin 
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gelder, if a man will guide his affairs with diſere- 
tion. He that acteth in his domeſtick concerns 
from right principles, and with good ends, is ſer- 
ving Gop and minding religion, while he is employed 
about them“. And every wiſe and prudent perfon 
may find ſufficient time for thoſe exerciſes, which 
are more properly religious, as reading, meditation, 
and prayer. If he cannot, his weight and multi- 
plicity of buſineſs is ſinful; his love of money is 
predominant above the love of Gov; and with all 
his diligence and anxiety, he will be condemned as 
a ſlothful ſervant. A perſon who is deſirous to fol- 
low Chriſt now, hath in general no occaſion to bid 
farewell to his family and friends, He is only re- 
quired to forſake vain, miſchievous companions, 
who are his real enemies. To this I add, —that 
© buſineſs and domeſtick affairs will fouriſi the bet - 
ter, if religion be minded as the principal thing.“ 
The fear of Gop and a due attention to religious 
exerciſes, will promote prudence, diligence, fruga- 
lity, humility, condeſcenſion and affability, Theſe 
virtues have an Evicent tendency to increaſe a man's 


f ubſtance, 


* 


— 


1 exerciſe myſelf in the very buſineſs of my calling, as an act 
of duty and obedience to thee; acting in it thoſe virtues of chriſ- 
tianity that might be honourable to thy name, of good example 
to others, of improvement of grace unto myſelf ; uſing in it diligence 
without anxiety ; depeadence upon thee without preſumption ; con- 

tentment, patience, thankfulneſs, uprightneſs, plain-dealing, libe- 

nality; and by their means tranſlated my ſecular employment into 
an exerciſe of chriſtian duty; ſerving thee, whilſt I ſerved myſelf, 
and converting that very employment and the time ſpent therein, to 
the uſe and honour of my Lord and maſter, the good example of 
others, and. the increaſe of my ſpiritual as well as * advan · 
tage. Sir- Matthew Hale, 


| 
| 
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ſubſtance. And by theſe he will ſecure * the bleſ- 
ſing of Gop, which maketh rich, and addeth no 
ſorrow with it.“ Without this bleſſing, it is vain 
to riſe up early and fit up late.“ If men, as is 
ſometimes ſeen, proſper without poſſeſſing theſe vir- 
tues, I believe it will generally be found that they 


- put on the appearance of them. Or if not, that 


very proſperity is a ſnare to them and will at length 
utterly deſtroy them. This is our Lord's command, 
© Seek ye firſt the kingdom of Gop and his righ- 
teouſneſs, and all theſe things,” meaning all neceſ- 
ſaries, * ſhall be added unto you.“ But whenever 
it happens that buſineſs and religion come in com- 
petition, then religion 1s , to have the preference ; 


for it is abſolutely neceſſary; it is the only way 


to true honour, wealth, pleaſure and happineſs. And 
* what is a man profited if he gain the whole world 
and loſe his own ſoul ?—As theſe reaſons ſhow, 
that religion is not to be neglected on account of 
domeſtick concerns; ſo they likewiſe” prove, that an 
attention to it is not to be d:ferred., To which 
may be added, that if men would obſerve what 
paſſeth in the world about them, they would ſoon 
ſee, that the pretence of deferring it, in order to 
have more leiſure for it hereafter, is vain and tri- 
fling. ' For the contrary will be the caſe. Their 
connections in life, their avocations, and conſe- 
quently their cares and anxieties will increaſe: And 
they may then have leſs ability of body and mind 
to follow Chriſt, than they now have. The love of 
money may flrengthen in their hearts, till it cannot 
be rooted out. Other bad habits may be contracted, 

| which 

* Mat, vi. 33» | 
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which cannot be cured. Their reliſh for devotion 
may be quite gone, and they can think of nothing 
but the world. Religion is a ſacred art and ſei- 
ence, which is to be learned like others in youth: 
And ſo it will become natural, eaſy, and pleaſant, 
and mingle itſelf with all” our other concerns. But 
it is an unanſwerable argument againſt delays, that 
our time is ſhort, and death may come upon us un- 
awares. It is therefore the greateſt wiſdom to lay 
up treaſure in heaven, He who is convinced of the. 
truth and the obligation of religion, and yet puts 
off an attention to it, time after time, is not wor- 
thy of the pleaſure and benefit of it, and will be 
likely to loſe all its future rewards.—Theſe reaſons 
ſhow that the great affairs of religion admit no 
excuſes nor delays— for religion is the one thing 
needful — it is perfectly conſiſtent with a wile 
application to worldly buſineſs — Yea the proſpe- 
rity of our ſecular affairs will be promoted, by a 
diligent attention to religion, —I proceed to the laſt 
obſervation from the text: 


III. They who have engaged in the ſervice of 
Chriſt muſt be reſolute, and perſevere to the end. 


No man having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of Gop.” 
If a perſon who hath made a folemn profeſſion of 
the goſpel and piven himſelf up to the Lord, looks 
back, or (as the word is) looks back to that which 
he hath left behind; turns to his former fins and 
wicked company, and loſeth his ſeriouſneſs and zeal, 
he will forfeit all title to the kingdom of Goo. If 
a plough-man is tired of his work ; complains that 


it 
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it is difficult and dirty, and lays it aſide, he is but 
a ſorry labourer, and can have no hope of harveſt. 
— The diſciples of Chriſt are not to leave his work 
and withdraw from it. For they can have no ſub- 
ſtantial reaſons for leaving it. They can never 
diſcover any unreaſonableneſs in his laws, nor have 
any ground to hope for ſatisfadion and real laſt - 
ing advantage in the ways of ſin. They can find 
no better ſervice than that of Chriſt; and when 
they are tempted to forſake him, their anſwer ſhould 
be, © to whom ſhould we go but unto him? he hath 
the words of eternal life.“ They muſt not be diſ- 
couraged by any difficulties which they may meet 
with, but arm themſelves with a courageous mind. 
Tho' there will be many temptations to draw them 
aſide, yet none of theſe things ſhould move them; 
elſe they will loſe all their hopes, and be puniſhed 
as backſliders and apoſtates.— Further, the text inti- 
mates, that they are not to zeg/e# his work nor go 
on careleſsly in it. If a plough-man looks behind 
him; if he turns his head aſide to gaze at his com- 
panions, to look at the flowers that grow in his 
path or the birds that fly around him, he will 
make baulks, and crooked furrows; his ground will 
not be turned up to a proper depth, nor lie in a 
regular manner. He muſt look ſtraight on and 
keep his eyes and mind intent upon what he is 
about. Thus muſt the chriſtian at; and be care- 
ful that he be not diverted from his work by 
worldly buſineſs, and ſo cumbered about many 
things, as to forget the one thing needful. He 
muſt not be fond of the pleaſares of life; as they 


will waſte his time and leſſen his relifh for divine 


pleaſures, 
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pleaſures. He muſt guard againſt an exceſs of ei- 
vility and compliance with faſhion; leſt it make 
him aſhamed of Chrift and his words in the midſt 
of a wicked generation. The chriſtian's work is 
moſt important, pleaſant, and honourable. It requires 
and deſerves moſt diligent application and ſelf-denial ; 
much more than any worldly bufineſs whatforver. 
If men ence begin to trifle with religious concerns, 
they will ſoon loſe all the ſeriouſneſs and ardour 
of their ſpirits: And ſome little omiſſions will in- 


creaſe unto more ungodlineſs.“ They will be ant 


for the kingdom of Gop; unfit for the duties of 
religion; unworthy of its pleaſures; and unfit for 
the work and bleſſedneſs of Gop's heavenly king- 
dom. Beſides, it is a treacherous violation of their 
promiſes and vows. In ſhort, this is Mdiſpenſibly 
required of us, in order to our acceptance and fal- 
vation, that * forgetting what is behind,” and not 
looking back to the way we have left, we pre/5 
ox to that which is before, endure to the end and 
be faithful unto death.“ If we do not continue pa- 
tient in well doing,” but grow weary of 'it, we ſhall 
loſe the future harveſt and come ſhort of the king- 
dom of Gop. Theſe then are the important truths 
ſuggeſted in the text—that many, who ſeem diſ- 
poſed to follow Chriſt, are kept back by worldly 
and domeſtick affairs—that religious concerns are of 
ſuch vaſt un, that they admit no excuſes 
nor delays — and that they who have engaged in 
the ſervice of Chriſt, muſt be reſolute and perſevere 
to the enfif-Let me now add ſome uſeful refleQions 
from this ſubjet, | 
Vol. Te - L 


A P- 


6 
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er eee ee 


The great Danger of Dif. 14. 


218 


APPLICATION. 


1. How lamentable is the conduct of mankind in 
general; ſo widely different®From the maxims of 
our Lord and maſter! 


The man in our text, is an £1 blem of multi- 
tudes who ſay, Lord, I will follow thee;* but let 
me firſt do this or the other. Our Lord ſilenced 
this man's idle excuſe at once. But men are every 
day repeating it, and endeavouring to ſatisfy their 
conſciences with this ; that they are to mind their 
buſineſs and take care of their families. Yea, they 
reckon it folly and weakneſs to make any ſcruple 


about purſuing their domeſtick concerns, while they 


neglect religion or omit its inſtitutions, The world 
commends them for their conduct, as doing well 
for themſelves, tho' they forget eternity. Thus they 
trifle in the moſt important concern, are double- 
minded and unſtable in all their ways. © Buſineſs 

is to be minded, they ſay: And who denies it ? 
But is not religion a buſineſs of ſome moment? 
Doth not the care of the ſoul deſerve ſome ſerious 
thought ; at leaſt as much as the world? And would 
you be content to haye your portion in 47 life 
and be miſerable for ever ?—* Civility and complai- 
ſance are to maintained.“ And who denies that? 
But muſt I comply with ſinful, dangerou ug cuſtoms ? 
Muft I compliment myſelf into hell and deſtroy my 
ſoul, in order to be polite? Sooner let all the 
world brand me as a clown and a chf — © One 
muſt de friendly and ſociable.” So I would have 
vou. But cannot men 2 ſo, without being wicked? 
— 
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Muſt I wound my conſcience, diſpleaſe Gop, and 
diſhonour religion, by drinking to exceſs, keeping 
bad company and ſpending my time in gaming and 
ſports, merely for company's ſake? Muſt I ſin a- 
gainſt Gop, by omidfipg religious ſervices, merely 
that I may go out my friends or bid them 
farewell? You ſee plainly, that our Lord doth not 
allow any of theſe excuſes. He doth not admit 
theſe buts and exE&ptions: And it is aſtoniſhing how 
any one who profeſſeth religion can make them, 
What pity is it that men ſhould trifle in the moſt 
ſerious matters, and defer a buſineſs of infinite 
importance! Thus lamentably do men deceive their 
own ſouls; contenting themſelves with pleas, which 
they know will not be admitted at the bar of Chriſt, 
and thus go down to deſtruction with 2 lie in 
their right hands. —And therefore, | 


2. What great need have we to watch over our- 
ſelves, leſt domeſtick affairs hinder us in religion. 


How many melancholy inſtances have we every 
day, of perſons acting over this man's folly, and ſuf- 
fering earthly engagements and poſſeſſions to deſtroy 
their ſouls! * Wherefore let him that thinketh he 
ſtandeth, take heed leſt he fall.” Be deeply con- 
vinced of the great moment and abſolute neceſſity 
of being truly and Feadily religious. Let young per- 
ſons be engaged immediately to follow Chriſt, who 
kindly invites them. You can never find a better 
time to enter upon his ſervice; for you have fewer 
cares and avocations than you will ever have; and 
he is moit Worthy to have the prime of your days, 
and the vigour of your affections. If you do not 

| 5 L 2 | devote 


| 
| b 


Apply your minds cloſely * fo 
yourſelves to the greateſt activity and reſolution in 
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devote che beginning and beſt of your days to Goo, 
you may be unfit at the end of life, to be admit- 
ted into his kingdom, Let heads of families and men 
of buſineſs, be very watchful, that they do not love 
the world and turn aſide fra following the Lord.“ 


rEligion and ſtir up 


this moſt weighty buſineſs, Atte diligently upon 


the means of grace, For the more your cares and 


hurries are, the greater need you have to embrace 
every opportunity of calling off your thoughts fiom 
the world, and ſtrengthening religious impreſſions, 
Keep your ſpirits intent and active; otherwiſe you 
will look back. Domeſtick affairs inſenfibly draw 
off the thoughts from Gop and divine things, with- 
out the utmoſt care. And this they more eaſily do, 
becauſe diligence and activity in worldly buſineſs 
are every man's- duty and highly commendable. 2 


Vet thoſe who are moſt eminent for them, are prong "i 
to have their hearts taken off from better things 


thereby. Often think of the dreadful conſequence 
of loſing the life and power of religion for the ſake 
of the world. What a poor equivalent will hun- 
dreds and thouſands be, for a ſtarving ſoul, a trou- 
bled conſcience and everlaſting torments! 'Let not 
civility and complaiſance be carried to an extreme ; 
and lay it down as an invariable rule, never to 
compliment any one at the expence of your con- 
ſeience, peace and improvement in religion.“ Ear- 
neſily pray, that by divine grace you may be pre- 
ſerved from the ſnares of buſineſs domeſtick 
Cares z and the more dangerous ſnares of company, 
Entertainments and diverſions: Remembering that 


your 
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your great bufineſs in life is to follow Chriſt, and 
become meet for the kingdom of Gop; and your 
nobleſt pleaſure, to be conſcious that you are active 


in his ſervice, and to have good ns thro? grace, 
of inheriting that kingdom. 


3. Let us be ſolicitous to perſevere to the nd; 


Let me Aare! all Who have taken upon them 
a publick ſolemn profeſſion of religion, eſpecially 
my young friends. You have put your hands to 
the plough and muſt not look back.“ You have 
opened your mouths to the Lord and you cannot 
go back. Be not diſcouraged by the difficulties 
you may meet with. Greater is he that is with 
vou, than all they that are againſt you. Tho' plough- 
| ing may ſometimes be dirty, - diſagreeable work, yet 

it is the work your maſter aſſigns you. You * plough 
in hope, and your harveſt will be ſure and glori- 
ous, Be not therefore weary in well doing, for 
in due ſeaſon you ſhall reap, if you faint not.“ 
With purpoſe of heart cleave unto. the Lord, Go 
forth, and go on, in his firength : Looking to Je- 
ſus ; conſidering what. labours, and forrows he en- 
dured; and he will make his grace ſufficient for 
you. When you are tempted to deſert religion, 
© remember Lot's wife *.“ It is our Lord's own ex- 
hortation. She had left wicked Sodom; but ſhe 
looked back, with an hankering mind after the poſ- 
ſeſſions and relations which ſhe had left behind ;. 
and ſhe was inſtantly ſtruck dead, and turned into 


a pillar of ſalt, An awful monument of Goo's 
diſpleaſure againſt backſliders in heart! For ſhe 
L 3 only 

® Luke. xvii, 32+ | 


6 | 
W 
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only LOOKED BACK. Keep the kingdom of Gop con- 
tinually in your eye. Conſider whether it is not worth 
Purſuing, with the hazard of loſing, yea with the 
aQual loſs, of every earthly good, If the Devil could 
give you all the kingdoms of ' the world, and the 
glory of them, what would you be the better ? But 
if you are made meet for the kingdom, which 
God hath prepared for them that love him,” you 
are happy, eternally happy.—I conclude therefore 
with that exhortation of the apoſtle Peter; Where- 
fore, Brethren, give diligence to make your calling 
and election ure. For ſo ye ſhall never fall, but 
an entrance ſhall be adminiſtered unto you abun- 
dantly into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lard 
and Saviour Jeſus 9 wy | 


nd 2 Pet. 1 10. 
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DISCOURSE XV. 


— — 


The Sinfulneſs of thoſe Actions, of the 
Lawfulneſs of which we doubt. 


8 


tt 


Rouans niv.23. 
— Whatever is not of faith, is fits 


6 O ſuffer fin upon our neighbour, and not to 
rebuke him,” is, in the judgment of the di- 
vine law, to hare him in our hearts .“ If he ſin- 
neth ignorantly, it is our duty to inform him; if 
knowingly, to rebuke him; and this is the beſt 
proof of true friendſhip and a rational love.— The 
ſearcher of hearts knoweth, that I at all times ad- 
_ dreſs you, Brethren, from a fincere and fervent con- 
cern for your happineſs; and never more ſo, than 
when I judge it neceſſary to reprove and rebuke, 
as well as exhort. My deſign in this diſcourſe, is 
to explain to you that important maxim, which 
the apoſtle layeth down in the text, and urge your 
attention to it and remembrance of it at all times; 
as what will be likely to preſerve you from many 
of the temptations of life, and to increaſe your 
holineſs and happineſs. . 
| L4 As 


+ Lev, xix, 17. N 
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As in the apoſtolic age there were ſome conten- 
tions between the Jewiſh and gentile converts about 
the lawfulneſs of eating particular kinds of food, 
St. Paal is, in this chapter, endeavouring to heal 
theſe contentions; and to promote a peaceful and 
charitable ſpirit, and a tender regard to the com- 
fort and edification of one another. In order to this, 
he lays down ſome general rules and maxims, 
which are of great importance and of univerſal ob- 
Hgation, He gives this reaſon, why they ſhould 
not cenſure one another, or impoſe their own ſen- 
timents and practices upon their brethren ; namely, 
that, tho' the thing in queſtion, was either doubt- 
ful or indifferent, yet to do it contrary to a man's 
own judgment was wrong. He that goubreth,” ſaith. 
he, that is, maketh a difference between the ſeveral 
kinds of food, from a principle of conſcience, and 
duty to Gon, is damned if he eat,” that is, con- 
demned of his own conſcience, and expoſed to the 
judgment of Gop,; * becauſe he eateth not of 
faith,” that is, with a firm perſuaſion of the law- 
fulneſs of ſo doing. And then he adds his reaſon. 

for that ſentiment, and lays down a general maxim 
ja the text, that * whatſoever is not of . is. 
fn,'—l intend, 


CY 


Firft. To kd and illuſtrate this maxim, and 
Secondly. To add ſome practical reflections. 


Firſt. To explain and illuſtrate the * s maxim 
in the text. 


The word faith in this connection plainly, ſigni-. 
fries, © a perſuaſion of the lawfſulneſs of any action. 
He that performeth an action without ſuch a fo? 

ſu an,, 
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ſuaſion, it is fn; it 1s offenſive to Gov, and expo» 
ſeth the offender to his condemnation, There are 
many practices which are univerſally allowed to be 
lawful, and approved as commendable : Many, which 
every one ſees and owns to be wrong and unlaw- 
ful. — The difference of actions is ſo plain in ge- 
neral, and ſo naturally and eaſily perceived by all 
mankind, that there are very few inſtances, in which 
the lawfulneſs or unlawfulneſs of an action will ad- 
mit a doubt, All the open violations of the moral 
law, the negle& of the moſt important duties we 
owe to Gop, to our neighbour, and to. ourſelves, 
every one condemns.—But there, are ſome caſes in 
which it may be doubtful, whether particular actions 
are lawful or otherwiſe; and in ſuch caſes the per- 
ſon who acts contrary to his apprehenſion or ſuſpi-- 
cion, is guilty of ſin.— Theſe two remarks will ſuf-- 
ficiently illuſtrate the maxim in the text. 


I. There may be ſome practices, about the laws: 
fulneſs of which there may be room to doubt: 


Concerning which, ſome, who are e lincerely deſi+- 
rous to know and do their duty, may not be able: 
clearly and abſolutely to determine, whether they 
are right or wrong. This was the caſe with regard 
to the queſtion conſidered in this chapter; whether; 
ſuch particular food . might be lawfully eaten, or 
whether it were the duty. of chriſtians to abſtain- 
from it, — This doubt ſometimes ariſeth from the: 
nature of the things themſelves, There may be ſome: 
 lefſer matters of the law, concerning which it may 
ard for an honeſt mind to determine, how fart 


L 5, they 
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they are at particular times to be obſerved. It may 
be difficult to fix a juſt and determinate boundary 
in ſome allowable jndulgences; and to ſay when 
they are moderate and when they are exceſlive,—. 
This doubt may alſo ariſe from ſome particular 
circumſtances; a variety of which may occur, as. 
in the caſe here ſtated. A. perſon might. lawfully, 
eat any wholeſome kind of food, by the allowance- 
of the goſpel; but it- might be doubtful how far. 
he ſhould uſe that liberty, where either Jews or 
Gentiles might be prejudiced againſt chriſtianity, 
or a fellow=chriſtian be enſnared, by it. It was im- 
poſſible that the law of Gop ſhould extend to every. 
minute caſe, which might be ſuppoſed to occur,. 
and ſometimes doth occur; and which may create 
a ſuſpicion in the heart of a chriſtian of the law- 
fulneſs of what he is inclined to do or to enjoy,—- 
Sometimes this doubt may ariſe from: ignorance and 
a want of better information. A perſon may ſcru-. 
le the lawfulneſs of ſame actions or gratifications, 
which a little more reflection or further informa- 
tion, may convince him to be allowable. — Some- 
times this doubt may ariſe from obſerving the be- 
haviour and conduct of others; eſpecially thoſe, of 
whoſe integrity and prudence he may have a good 
opinion. He may imagine an action or indulgence. 
wrong in itfelf; yet may be led to queſtion it; 
when he ſees thoſe, for whom. he hath an eſteem, 
making no ſcruple of it. This is generally the 
caſe with young people: they are too ready to 
form themſelves upon the mode] of others, without 
duly attending to the dictates of conſcience and the 
authority of icripture,—] obſerve, 
| II. When 
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II. Whenever this is the caſe, a compliance is: 
dnful. 


He that acteth contrary to his own' apprehenfion,. 
or even ſuſpicion, of the unlawfulneſs of any indul- 
gence in queſtion, is guilty in the fight of God. 
Whatever a man doth, which he is not fully per- 
ſuaded to be lawful, to him it is fn; tho” to an- 
other, who is fully perſuaded of the lawfulneſs of 
it, it may be no ſin. I am ſpeaking, you will 
remember, of indifferent actions, or ſuch as may 
appear doubtful. But this can never be the caſe 
with regard to the great eſſential. duties of reli- 
gion, Unleſs we are verily perſuaded that what we 
are doing is good in itſelf, and acceptable to Goo, 
our conduct is ſinful. The apoſtle obſerveth (v. 14.) 
that there is nothing,” that is, no kind of food, 
* unclean of 7z//e/f, but to him that eſteemeth any 
thing unclean, to kim it is ſo,” And agaja (v. 20.) 
© all things indeed are pure, but it is evil for that 
man, who eateth with offence;? ſo as to enſnare his 
chriſtian brother, and lead him into fin. If we 
have only a doubt or ſuſpicion about the lawful-- 
reſs of any action, it is our duty immediately to 
forbear it. And if we perſiſt, while that doubt and 
ſaſpicion remain, we contract guilt in the ſight of 
Gop, and expoſe ourſelves to his diſpleaſure and 
condemnation.— This will appear more evident and 
ſtriking, if we conſider that—it ſhows a contempt 
of the divine authority and favour—light thoughts 
of the evil of ſin—great want of ſelf-denial and: 
reſolution—and it tends to lead us into further and: 
greater irregularities; " 

| L.6- 8 1. To 
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1. To do what we doubt the lawfulneſs of, ſhowy: 
2 contempt of the divine authority and favour. 


It is aQting contrary to the dictates of reaſon,. 
and revelation, both of which are the law of Goo.. 
Reaſon ſhows, that the authority of conſcience ought: 
to have great weight with us. It was a favourite 
maxim among the heathen-moraliſts and what they 
often inculcated, * Never perform a doubtful action.“ 
To do ſo is likewiſe contrary to the expreſs law: 
of the goſpel, to the apoſtle's maxims in this chap- 

ter, and to that excellent rule, abſtain from all 

*apprarance of evil “.“ Chriſtianity is a divine infti- 
tution, and was intended to raiſe us to the higheſt 
eminence in religion ; to make us as pure and holy 
as poſſible; and in order to that, it is our duty to 
| abhor and ſhun whatever has the appearance of fin; 
As the fayour of Gop is inſeparably annexed to 
the obſeryMte of his laws, the violation of them 
ſhows a contempt of his favour, To do what we 
doubt the lawfulneſs of, proves, that our hearts are 
not ſo entirely Gop's, as they ſhould be. It ſhows 
a waht of care to purify ourſelves from ſenſual and 
ſelfiſh affections. It ſhows that we do not propoſe 
the glory of Gop aud the ſecuring his friendſhip, 
as the great end of life; which we ought to do. 
Had we a daily and ardent concern to pleaſe Gon. 
and approve ourſelves to him, it would prevent the 
leaſt hefitation in ſuch caſes as theſe. We ſhould 
then conſider nothing more, than what would beſt 
anſwer the ends of religion, and ſecure our own 

. | SE — happineſs, 
ba I Theft, V. 22. «+ 


"oi. 
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happineſs, and we ſhould never venture on what 
we ſuſpe@ to be wrong. 


2. This conduct ſhows, that we have light as 
of the evil of fin, and. are not ſufficiently ſenſible 
what a miſchievous and bitter thing it is. 


It is the character of an upright man, that he 
© fears Gop and flees from evil f.“ He conſiders 
fin as the abominable thing which Gop hateth 
which hath occafioned all the calamities and 72 
chief, that have been and are in the world; and 
therefore he will keep at the remoteſt diſtance from 
it. To make free with . temptations to fin, to ven- 
ture onMhat, which may be evil, ſhows that the 
mind is not duly impreſſed with a * of the ma- 

lignity of ſin, or a becoming dread of that uneaſi- 

neſs, remorſe and anguiſh, which a reflection upon 

a ſinful conduct produceth; and which is indeed 

the hell of hell, the chief | in that place 

of torment. It is therefore to be feared, that thoſe 
who act without a full perſuaſifm of the lawful- 
neſs of what they do, have never been truly hum- 
ble and penitent; but, cho Mey may abſtain from 
groſſer ſins and keep up the forms of religion, 


are nevertheleſe in the gall of bitterneſs and the 
bond of iniquity,? 


3. This conduct ſhows great want of ſe1f-denial 


and reſolution, and ſome prevailing bad . 
„or motive of action. 


II any man, ſaith Chriſt, will be my diſciple, 
let him deny himſelf, and take up the croſs.“ Let 

| | 8 him 
+ Job i. 2. 


<Y 
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f N * 
* ; N 


* 


230 — 7s t of Faith, is Gr. Dif. 153. 


him continually oppoſe every ſinful inclination and 
deſire; deny kimſelf what he knows or fears. to be 
wrong, and ſubmit to any hardſhip and ſuffering, . 
rather than diſpleaſe Gop and injure his own ſoul, 
A: reſolute. Ehriſtian, - one determined at all adven- 
tures to glorify Gop and ſecure his final ſalva- 
tion, will have very little difficulty how to act in 
the caſe we are conſidering. He will never ven- 
ture on what he hath the leaſt doubt of the law- 
fulneſs of. Nay, tho” he is ever ſo ſure of its law- 
fulneſs, if he apprehends that ir is not expedient, Þ 
he will reſolutely abſtain from it. To act againſt: 
v man's faith in ſuch caſes, ſnows an unſteady mind ;, 
a double, a wavering heart; a heart” Which yet 
F-4 halts between Gop and the world, and is not 
| * brought into captivity to the obedience of Chriſt.“ 
It ſhows there is _ bad diſpoſition prevalent 'in 
the mind, which t 1 in queſtion hath not 
felf-denial and 80 to correct or act con- 
trary to it. He 3 to love his money, or 
his ſenſual pleaſure or vain companiens better 
than Chriſt and his 1 It ſhows that he is more 
influenced by ſinful ame, and the fear of man, 
than the fear of Gop and a regard to conſeience 
and duty. It ſhows that he is more afraid of being 
aſhamed before men, than being condemned of Gos: 
That he chuſeth to follow the faſhion and be con- 
formed to the world, rather than ſerve Chriſt, and 
be approved of him. It is from ſuch bad princi - 
ples and diſpoſitions as theſe, that men are led to 
this compliance. And it is finful to be influenced 
by ſuch conſiderations and motives, . where: duty and 
everlaſting happineſs are concerned, 


4. This 
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4. This conduct tends to lead men into further 


and greater irregularities. 


It hath been an old and it » a juft remark, that 
*no man becomes very wicked on a ſudden.* The 
devil is too artful and experienced a deceiver to 
propoſe to a perſon, who hath any. ſenſe of reli - 
gion, a temptation to ſome groſs and heinous crime. 
His great deſign and moſt dangerous engine is, to 
weaken a regard to conſcience and duty; and lead 
men to trifle with theſe, and act in ſome ſmaller. 
inſtances againſt the judgment of their own minds, 


or while they are in doubt of the lawfulneſs of What 


he propbſeth. When he hath gained this end, the 
tranſition is eaſy to act againſt the deliberate judg- 
ment of conſcience and the expreſs declarations of 
ſcripture. From acting without a: full perſuaſion, 
men are led. to palliate their fins: At length they 
come to approve them: The Judgment is biaſſed 
and prejudiced, till habitual practice hath ſeared 
the conſcience, and they. commit iniquity with 
greedineſs.“ From indulgin themſelves in ſome 
things, the lawfulneſs of which may be at leaſt 


queſtioned, they go on from bad to worſe; till 
they run without conſideration, to all exceſſes of 


riot, and at length are hardened. by the deceit- 


fulneſs of fin.” As what is perhaps lawful ia it- 


ſelf may lead to fin, and ſtupify and enſlave the 
conſcience, in that connection it becomes fſinfal; 
And it is the duty of every chriſtian to abſtain 
from it, and keep himſelf pure.— Thus have I en- 
deavoured to illuſtrate the important maxim in the 
text, and repreſented to you the evil and danger of do- 


ing 
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ing that, concerning the lawfulneſs of which we 
doubt: As—it ſhows a contempt of the divine 
authority and favour ;—that we have light thoughts 
of ſin want ſelf-denial and reſolution, and as it tends 
to lead us to farther and *. irregularities. 
L am now 


Secondly, To: add. ſome practical reflections. 


1. How aggravated is their guilt, whe run on in- 
wilful, preſumptuous fin! 


Doing that which they aſſuredly know, and ſome- 
times confeſs, to be wrong! This is ſinning with 
a high hand,“ as ſcripture expreſſeth it +, and is the 
moſt notorious affront to the Gop of heaven. There 
are many who know their duty, yet live in perpe- 
tual violation of the divine laws; continually com- 
bat with the dictates of their own conſciences, and 
promiſe themſelves peace, tho' they go on in the 
imagination of their own evil hearts, and wilfully 
pervert their own ways. But the anger of the 
Lord will /moke ** againſt ſuch perſons, and of all 
ſinners their future puniſhment will be moſt dread. 
ful. For * who ever hardened. panel againſt Gop, 
and proſpered ?? 


2. What hath. been ſaid ſhould teach us a tende . * 


regard to others, that we do not lead them into ſin, 


This is the apoſtle's inference in the words after 
the text, we then that are ſtrong,” who rightly 
underſtand chriſtian liberty, * ought to bear the in- 
firmities of the weak and not to pleaſe ourſelves,” 
It ſhould be our care to avoid all impoſitions vpon 
the conſciences of en and not to lead them into 


in 


+ Numb, Xv. 30. marg. . Deut, xxix, 20. 


- 
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fin by our authority, our perſuaſion, or our example. 
If they ſcruple to eat any particular meat, as things 
ſtrangled or blood, for inſtance, as many chriſtians 
do; to eat it, while they have this ſcruple, is ſin 
in them: And it is fin in ws to urge them to it, 
how well ſoever we may be ſatisfied of the law- 
fulneſs of it. They are rather to be commended, 
than blamed for abſtaining, while ſuch is their per- 
ſuaſion. If a perſon ſcruples the lawfulneſs of any 
particular form of worſhip, any particular indul- 
gence, or recreation and the like; to cenſure ſuch 
a perſon as of a harrow ſpirit, as too ſcrupulous 
and preciſe, is contrary to chriftian charity, and 
may be attended with mifchievous conſequences. — 
Let us endeavour in ſuch cafes to enlighten. their 
underſtandings, to open their minds; and thus re- 
move their ſcruples; but never urge them to act 
contrary to them while they remain. We ſhould 
be careful alſo that our example doth not lead others 
into fin, and bring them to do what they ſuſpe& 
to be wrong, becaufe they ſee us doing it. Many 
in the higher ranks of life occaſion great miſchief 
this way; and none more, than ſome of thoſe who 
make a profeſſion of religion and in general behave 
as becometh the goſpel. Their example, in com- 
Plying with ſome faſhions, and allowing themſelves 
in ſome pratifications, which are dangerous, leads 
others to do what they have been taught and be- 
heve to be wrong; ſo weakens the principles 
of conſcience and 4 >00d education, Let us be 
cautious therefore, as the apoſtle exhorts, that we 
do not put a funblingsblock, or occaſion to fall, 
in our brother's mw But diligently follow the 


things 
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things that make for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edify another.” Let us deny curſelves for 
the good of others. For even Chriſt pleaſed not 
himſelf,” but died to ſave ſouls. Let us therefore 


be careful not to deſtroy them. 


3. In all doubtful and ſuſpicious caſes it is the 
wiſdom and duty of a chriſtian to keep on the 
ſafe ſide ; | 


To preſerve a tender conſcience, and Klolutely 
avoid that, which he doubts the lawfulneſs or ex- 
pediency of. This is an important direction; natu- 
rally ariſing from what hath been ſaid. It is of 
general uſe; extending to a variety of circumſtan- 
ces and occurrences in life, where more particular 
directions cannot be given. And the illuftration- 
of it by ſome inſtances, may be the beſt means to 
enforce it,—Do you doubt, for inſtance, (to return, 
to the caſe propoſed in this chapter) whether any, 
particular kind of food be lawful ?- It is your duty: 
to abſtain from it. Do you apprehend: that ſuch: 
2 particular kind of food, or ſuch a quantity of 
It, will injure your health or unfit you for the bu- 
fineſs of life? It is your duty to abſtain. Are 
you at any time in chearful company, and appre- 
hend, that another glaſs or two more than you have 
taken, will hurt your underſtanding, or flutter- 
your ſpirits? It is finful to touch it. Do you, 
ſuſpeR that prolonging a vit to a: friend will take 
up that time, which ought toBe®otherwiſe and bet- 
ter employed? It is then high time to go: And a. 
fincere chriſtian will at once break from the company 


however. *. and ill mannered he may bs: — 
for: 


wag 
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for ſo doing.— The maxim in the text is applica- 
ble to many circumſtances which occur in trade 
and dealing. Doth a perſon ſuſpeR, that it is wrong 
to put off bad or light money; to ſell damaged 
goods; to darken his ſhop, that his goods may ap- 
pear more valuable than they really are? Doth he 
ſuſpe& that it is wrong to ſell a commodity which 


may be, and is generally, abuſed to the purpoſes 


of vice; that it is wrong, for inſtance, to ſell a man 
more ſtrong liquor, after he begins to be, or is in 
danger of being diſordered; to ſell a profane, ob- 
ſcene book or ballad? An upright conſcientious 
chriſtian will avoid thoſe things, and rather leſſen 
his trade, and his profit, than incur guilt beſore 
God. If, a perſon ſuſpects, that any method of trade 
is not quite honeſt, or honourable ; that it looks 
like knavery, or is unreaſonably ſevere and hard upon 
a cuſtomer, or a brother-tradeſman; that it would 
be acting contrary to the golden rule of * doing 
as he would be done by;' this very ſuſpicion is 
reaſon enough to make him forbear.— Again if er- 
wants apprehend, that the negle& of their proper 
buſineſs, trifling away their maſter's time, or em- 
bezzling or giving away his property, tho' it be 


but of ſmall value, is wrong; as they evidently do, 


by their endeavours to conceal ſuch a conduct; then 


it is certainly ſinful. — Again, it may be. doubted 
whether gaming be lawful; eſpecially when ſums of 
money are played for; ſome believing it to be in- 


nocent, others a great ſin. Yet when one ſees 


| how much perſon” s paſſions are excited by it; how 
| much time is conſumed by it; hb w much extrava- 
| nee, ſin and miſchief, it occa 


is to moſt who- 
engage 


* 
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engage in it; what bad conſequences it produceth 
to men's eſtates, and families and ſouls; and how 
much more rational and innocent recreations they 
might find; I ſay, whoever conſiders theſe things, 
cannot, I think, but be in doubt about the lawful- 
neſs of it, Now (as Archbiſhop Sharpe expreſſeth 
it) to a man that loves Gop and hath a tender 
| ſenſe of his duty, this is enough in all conſcience, 
to deter him for ever from the practice of gaming 
tho” he doth not think it in all circumſtances, un- 
lawful, and doth not find it expreſsly and expli- 
citly forbidden by any of the aws of Chriſt.'—A- 
gain, it may be doubted, whether frequenting the 
play-houſe, the aſſembly- room and ſome other pab- 
lick diverſions, is lawful or not. Yet I think a per- 
ſon muſt never reflect at all, or be extremely ſtupid, 
who hath no ſuſpicion and doubt upon this head, 
It is evident that chriſtianity requires us to avoid, 
as much as poſiible, the ſociety - of perſons of bad 
characters; that it repreſents the love of pleaſure 
as ſpiritual death; that ſuch diverſions occaſion ir- 
ex regular hours, and diſorderly families; hinder or 
unfit for family and cloſet-devotion ; that they give 
the mind a wrong turn, indiſpoſe it for ſerious 
thoughts and reflection; that perſons of the worit 
characters are moſt fond of theſe amuſements, and 
countenanced in their vices by the better ſort, Who 
aſſociate with them; that the wiſeſt and beſt men 
in all ages have generally condemned them. Who 
| then, that thinks at all, but muſt doubt of the law- 
fulneſs, at leaſt expedieney, of ſuch diverſions? 
And in ſuch caſes it is the wiſdom and duty of 
every chriſtian to keep on the ſafe fide, that he 


wich 
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may not fall into fin and condemnation, I ſhall 
| Only add another inſtance, I think there are none, 
| who have had a good education or read their bi- 
bles with any care, but muſt have their doubts, 
whether viſiting, frequenting publick-houſes, and 
unneceſſary travelling. on the Lord's day, be not ſin- 
ful. And if ſo, it is their duty to abſtain, to turn 
away their feet from what they ſuſpect to be evil 
and to keep out of harm's way.—ln ſhort, I muſt 
beg leave once more to repeat it, a doubt or ſuſpi- 
cion whether a thing be lawfu] or no, is reaſon 
enough to make us forbear it, if we deſire to ap- 
prove ourſelves to n, and our own conſciences, 
I am very ſenſible that this doctrine, tho” it be 
evidently that of the apoſtle, is very unfaſhionable; 
and not likely to go down with the lukewarm chriſ- 
tians of the preſent day, eſpecially the younger ſort. 
They think it will require much ſelf-denial, and 
that they ſhall be reckoned unpolite and anfaſhiy 

onable for acting agreeably to it. I am very ſorry 
that any ſhould eſteem theſe to be objections of 
any weight, where duty and happineſs are con- 
| cerned; that they ſhould © love the praiſe of men 
more than the praiſe of God,“ and think it much 
to deny themſelves, when everlaſting life is pro- 
miſed. Abſtaining from ſuch practices, of the law- 
fulneſs of which you doubt, will expoſe you to no 
unreaſonable difficulty. It will require no ſelf-de- 
nial, but what will be conſiſtent with the trueſt and 
nobleſt pleaſure; make your conſciences calm and 
eaſy; ſecure the approbation of the viſeſt and beſt 
men, and the loving kindneſs of Gov, which is 
better than life, This is ſo far from making you 


Slaves, 


— 
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Jlaves, that it is improving and increaſing the fru 
liberty of a rational, immortal creature; a freedom 
from the ſlavery of appetite, paſſion and cuſtom. 
It will ſecure the regular exerciſe of his faculties, 
the delightful approbation of his conſcience, and 
the chearfal hope of glory, honour and immorta- 


conſider this matter carefully; ſeriouſly to weigh 
the apoſtle's determination in the text, and to make 
it the rule of your conduct. A due regard to this 
ſhort, plain maxim would have the moſt happy in- 
fluence on your lives, to keep them pure, regular 
and holy: it will give you pre exquiſite plea- 
ſure, than you can poſſibly ey in the gains of 
this world, the gratification of any craving appe- 
| tite, or the indulgence of any faſhionable recrea- 
1 tion. I ſee not how perſons can be otherwiſe 
than uneaſy, who do what they ſuſpect to be wrong: 
.And the greater advantages they have enjoyed for 
religion, and the more ſolemn profeſſion of it they 
have taken upon. them, the greater uneaſineſs they 
muſt feel. On the contrary, as the apoſtle obſerves 
in the words before the text, happy is he that 
condemneth not kim/e/f in that thing which he al- 


lity.—Let me beſeech you therefore, Brethren, to - 
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loweth:? That is, * it is a great happineſs to be 
eaſy in what one doeth; and to be free from the 
reproaches and ſuſpicions of conſcience. It is a 
happy thing to uſe lawful enjoyments in a lawful 
and regular manner, and to abſtain from all thoſe 
things which we know or ſuſpe& to be evil.“ I 
conclude the diſcourſe with thoſe forcible words 
of the apoſtle 7% n; * If our hearts condemn us, 
Gop is greater than our hearts and knoweth all 

| | things.“ 


* 
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things.“ If we are conſcious that we have acted, 
or continue to act, againſt our apprehenſion or ſuſ- 
picion of evil, Gon ſees and knows it; yea, be- 
holds a thouſand follies which we have never ob- 
ſerved or have forgotten; and a thouſand aggrava- 
tions, which it is impoſſible for us fully to eſti- 
mate. But, Beloved, if our hearts condemn us not, 
then have we confidence towards Gop, and what- 
ſoever we aſk we receive of him; becauſe we keep 
his commandments, and do thoſe things that are 


pleaſing in his fight +. 


+ 1 John ili, 20, 21, 22. (f 
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DISCOURSE Xvi. 


** 


The Madneſs of Sinners. 


Luxe xv. 17— 


* when he came to himſelf — | 


T is related in the life of Colonel 8 that, 
after his remarkable converſion from a courſe of 
irreligion and debauchery to the fear and love of 


' Gov, and a conduct agreeable to the goſpel, it 


was reported among his gay companions, that he 
was ſtark mad; A report, at which none who 
know the wiſdom of the world in theſe matters, 
will be ſurprized. He thereſore took the firſt op- 
portunity of meeting a number of them together; 
and, after having defended a righteous, ſober and 
godly life, and challenged them to prove, that a 
life of irreligion and ſenſuality was preferable to 
it, one of the company cut ſhort the debate, and 
ſaid, come, let us call another cauſe: we thought 
this man mad, and he is in good earneſt proving 
that we are ſo.” Perhaps there are few among 
the irreligious and licentious part of mankind, Who 
would make ſo frank a confeflion ; yet if we take 


our notions of things from the dictates of unpreju- 


diced reaſon and the word of Gop, we ſhall be 
ſenſible, 
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ſenſible, that this ſentiment is true; that religious 
men are the only perſons in their right minds, and 
that all the reſt are in a ſtate of miſerable diſtrac- 
tion. This ſentiment 1s ſuggeſted to us in the 


text; where it is ſaid concerning the prodigal-ſon, 


that © he came to himſelf; which intimates that 


before, he was beſide himſelf, This truth I ſhall 
now endeavour to illuſtrate and improve: And it 
comprehends theſe two thoughts, that every uncon- 
verted ſinner is a madman or beſide himſelf—and 
that when a ſinner repents and returns to Gop, 
he comes to himſelf and to his right mind. 


| Every unconverted Lager is a madman, or 
beſide himſelf. 


A human creature, who hath loſt his underſtand- 


ing and is diſtracted, is a lively emblem of an un- 
godly, wicked man. And here, let us attend a lit- 
tle to the character of the perſon ſpoken of in the 
text; and we ſhall find it an exact . of the 
gay world in the preſent day. He was a young 
man; and being, like too many young people, 
very proud, and conceited of his own wiſdom and 
abilities, he deſires his father to give him his for- 
tune; having a mind to ſet up for himſelf and be 
a man at once. Quickly after he had received it, 
he leaves his father's houſe. Being impatient of 


controul, weary of the good order and averſe to the 


| wholeſome reſtraints of his father's family, and yet 


not being quite loſt to all ſhame, he did not chuſe 


to ſtay at, or near home, but rambles abroad, and 
there © waſted his ſubſtance with riotous living.“ 


He was a great lover of pleaſure; fond of amuſe- 
ee I's M , 
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ment and diverſions; and therefore, with the mot 
prodigious extravagance, he ſquandered away what 
he had, to furniſh out his pleaſures and keep pace 
with the companions of his riot, At length this 
thoughtlefs, extravagant youth was reduced to want 
and beggary. All this while, the text intimates, 
he was befide himſelf; quite out of his ſenſes; 
while he thought himſelf a wiſe and a polite man; 
laughed at the gravity of the old gentleman his 
father, and ridiculed the ſobriety, diligence and du- 
tifulneſs of his elder brother. So unhappy and mi- 
ſerable is the caſe of every impenitent ſinner, tho“ 
his vices may not be the ſame; tho' he may not 
ſo profuſely waſte his ſubſtance, or run to the ſame 
exceſs of riot! And this will appear if we conſider 
—that a wicked man doth not uſe his underſtand. 
ing as he ought, but—aQts contrary to the nature 
; of things, his own profeſſed judgment and true in- 
tereſt—and is averſe to the methods of cure, 
| He doth not uſe his anderſtanding as he ought.” 
He is not himſelf, that is, what a man ſhould be, 
| what is expected from human nature. There is 
a ſpirit in man and the inſpiration of the Al- 
mighty giveth him underſtanding.” He is made 
© wiſer than the beaſts of the earth and hath more 
knowledge than the fowls of heaven.“ Gop hath 
implanted in the human foul a capacity of diſ- 
cerning good and evi]; of judging what is right 
and fit to be done, and what to be avoided; to- 
gether with a principle of "conſcience, or a power 
of comparing our actions with the divine law; ap- 
| proving or condemning them: That men may ſee, 
and feel too, what will be the conſequence of ſuch 
| and 


Diſ. 16. The Madneſs of Sianers. | 243 


and ſuch particular actions and diſpoſitions: That 
they may not, like the brates, follow every impulſe 
from within, and ruſh headlong to the gratification 
of any appetite which ſolicits them, Now a wicked 
man doth not- uſe theſe faculties for the purpoſes 
for which they were given: Doth not uſe them to 
enquire, what is true and good and uſeful, and 
therefore fit to be purſued; nor examine into the 
conſequences and effects of any particular conduct. 
© He walks in the way of his #eart and the ſight 
of his eye: He follows, wherever fancy or paſſion, 
cuſtom and faſhion, lead, without thought and 
without reflection. He employs his mind about tri- 
fles ; fills his memory with pernicious or unpro- 
fitable ideas, and takes no care to cultivate that 
reaſon, which is the diſtinguiſhing glory of the 
human frame. He is not what he ſeems to be, a 
rational, thoughtful, reflecting creature. 

Further, he acts contrary to the nature of things, 
his own profeſſed judgment, and true intere. Solo- 
mon obſerves, that the heart of the ſons of men 
is full of evil, and madneſ is in their” heart while 
they live Madneſs in general (as one obſerves) 
means ſuch an extravagant deviation from the com- 
mon apprehenſions and actions of men, as diſcovers 
either the want or total diſorder of ſome of the 
principal faculties, which men daily exerciſe in 
common life. Now vice is the ſame deviation from 
the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of nature, ard the ſame 
violation of its laws, as madne's is of the ordina 
practice of mankind,” As in a natural lunacy, 
there are oftentimes intervals, in which the un- 


M 2 | happy 
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happy creature is him/e/f and ſeems for a time well; 
ſo it is in this moral diſorder. Sinners are ſome- 
times under ſtrong convictions of the miſery of their 
ſtate; are ſenſible of the neceſſity and excellency 
of true religzon, and accuſe and condemn them- 
ſelves for neglecting it; and for a while they act 
rationally, but ſoon return to folly. The diſtraction 
appears again; they grow worſe than before, and 
forget their wiſe acknowledgments and good reſo- 
lutions. The ſinner overlooks the rank, dig nity 
and immortality of his ſoul; is intent upon * mak- 
ing proviſion for the fe to fulfill its luſts, and 
acts as if he were to die like a beaſt, He ſeldom or 
never enquires, © where is Gop my maker?” but for- 
gets, affronts and provokes that being, in whom he 
lives and moves, and from whom he derives every bleſ- 
ſing and comfort: Juſt as madmen, without diſtine- 
tion, negle&, diſoblige and provoke their beſt friends 
and benefactors. He makes a fooliſh and abſurd 
Choice. He prefers wealth and ſplendour, pleaſure 
and gay company, to the favour of Gop, the peace 
of his own conſcience, the joys of religion and the 
happineſs of heaven; juſt as a madman prefers 
dirt or tinſel to gold, and a pebble to a diamond. 
He employs his faculties, conſumes his health, his 
time and his vigour, in purſuing wealth and ſen- 
ſual pleaſure; while he - ſpeaks contemptibly of the 
ſublime joys and ſolid, laſting advantages of true 
religion. All his carnal delights put a force upon 
reaſon and conſcience, and are no better than the 
dreams and fancies of a diſttacted man. He ſeems 
pleaſed with his own unhappy condition; ſports. 

with the chain of iniquity in which he is held, 
| Ee and 
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and by repeating his follies, he furniſheth his con- 
ſcience with freſh accuſations, or ſears and hardens 
it, till it becomes almoſt inſenſible. With the mad - 
man deſcribed in the goſpel, he * caſts himſelf into 
the fire and the water ;* expoſeth himſelf to innu- 
merable hazards: or like another mentioned there, 
be wounds and cuts himſelf;* deſpiſeth everlaſt- 
ing happineſe, ſelleth his ſoul for the gain of this 
world, and parts with the eternal joys of heaven 

for the * pleaſures of ſin, which are but for a ſea- 

Jon.“ Thus he goeth on amuſing himſelf; while he 
is the object of the pity and contempt of all wiſe 
and good beings. He ſees ſome of his companions 
periſhing by their own folly and extravagance and 
ruining themſelves for both worlds; but he takes no 
warning; deceives himſelf with deluſive hopes, that 
he ſhall come off better than they.— He is alſo mi/-_ 
chievous to others; violating their chaſtity, property 
or reputation, and ſeducing them to fin and ruin. 
And is ſuch a man as this in his ſenſes, who is 
as great a ſtranger to benevolence and humanity, 
as to piety and righteouſneſs? No, as a madman 
who caſteth firebrands, arrows and death, ſo is the 
man that deceiveth his neighbour and ſaith, am I 
not in port? F'-—Once more, 

He is awer/e to the proper methods of cure.“ 
Diſtraction is the worſt diſeaſe to which we are 
liable ; becauſe mad men are their own enemies and 
unwilling to be healed. They often return ill lan- 
guage and abuſive. behaviour, for the moſt kind 


and friendly attempts to reſtore their underſtand» 


ings, Herein alſo ſinners are like them, There is 
M 3 nothing 
+ Prov. xxvie 18. | 
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nothing they hate more than thovght and conſider- 
ation. They take pains, by a round of buſineſs or 
pleaſure, to drive them out. Serious uſeful books 
are their averſion. Publick worſhip they forſake: 
or, if ſome ſenſe of decency brings them to it, 
their hearts are not engaged; and converſe with 
Gop and their own conſciences in ſecret is neg- 
teted. They deſpiſe the propoſals of the goſpel, 
and ſlight the remedy of the great phyſician of 
ſouls. Some of them reject the goſpel], tho' they 
never deigned to give it an hour's hearing; and ſa- 
tisfy themſelves with an oath or a jeſt, and with 
ſaying boldly and at random, that tis all a cheat.“ 
Such is the vain fecurity and ſtupid indolence of 
many ſinners, of whom ſome act againſt conſcience, 
and others have no conſcience to act againſt. In 
whatever point of view you place their conduct, 
its folly is apparent, And therefore, whatever ho- 
Bourable titles they may boaſt of; whatſoever high 
rank and ſtation they may hold in civil ſociety ; 
whatſoever airs of importance they may give them- 
ſelves; whatſoever fcorn they may affect for the ſo- 
ber, the ſerious and the honeſt; whatever wit they 
may have at command; whatſoever learning they 
may poſſeſs, tho* uſually they have not much of 
that; they are at the bottom perſons ved of under 
anding. Tho' they are not confined to dark rooms, 
like ſome other onhappy perſons, but are permitted 
to walk up and down, and to ſhine in the politeſt 
circles, yet is their phrenſy not at all the leſs real, 
and is infinitely more miſchievous to the world 4.” 


In ſhert, the whole life of ſinners is one continued 
ſcene 


\24b 
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ſcene of phrenſy and folly. In many caſes of lu- 
nacy, perſons will ſpeak and act rationally, except 
upon one particular ſubject. So it is here. Tho? 
with regard to the concerns of this world and his 
temporal intereſt, he may act wiſely and rationally ; 
yet to that, which is zhe one thing needful, the 
whole of man,* and the main concern of an immor- 
tal being, he pays little attention. But there is 
this difference, and it ſhows the prodigious folly 
and madneſs of ſinners, that their diſtraction is vo- 
luntary; they bring it upon themſelves; they chuſe 
it, and love to have it ſo. Such is the deceitful. 
neſs of fin, that when once a man hath devoted 
himſelf to it, he generally perſiſts in it againſt the 
cleareſt dictates of conſcience, and will call it Aa- 
16%, tho' he feels it to be mit Whereas a natural 
madneſs is a calamity, not a crime; and the un- 
happy perſons who are affected with it, deſerve our 
tendereſt ſympathy. I obſerve, 


II. When a ſinner repents and returns unto Gop, 
he comes to himſelf, 


So the prodigal in the text: His neceſſities 
brought him to himſelf, He thought and conſidered, 
reſolved and returned to his father. And his fa- 
ther received him /a and ound, as it is expreſſed 
(v. 27). In the original it is only one word, and 
ſignifies reſtored to his health, or to a ſound under- 
ſtanding. The firſt good ſymptom in the caſe of 
a ſinner, is thinking and conſidering, It gives fa- 
vourable hope that the madneſs is removing, when 
men are ſenſible, that they have been diſordered, 
The convinced ſinner thinks on his ways; argues 
M4 the 
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the cafe with himſelf; is, like the prodigal, ſenſt- 
ble of his miſcarriage in ſinning againſt heaven, 
and his own folly in forſaking the ways of reli- 
gion and happineſs, He not only ſees, but pur- 
fues, his true intereſt, He begins to be ſenſible of 
the worth of his foul and the importance of eter- 
nal concerns: To have juſt apprehenfions of 
Go and his duty. He hath, as the apoſtle ob- 
ſerves, his ſenſes exerci/ed to diſcern both good 
and evil.“ He ſees the evil of fin, and now de- 
teſts thoſe vile refinements, luxurious arts and ſen- 
ſual gratifications, which he before called politeneſs. 
He awakens from his dream of pleaſure; ſhuns the 
company, with which he before aſſociated, and is 
aſhamed to think that he ſhould have been fo long 
intoxicated and enſlaved by fin and vanity, He now 
ſees the value of Chriſt, as the phyfician of ſouls ; 
applies to his ſalutary remedies; puts himſelf into 
his able, faithful and tender hands, to have all his 
mental diſorders cured, and his heart renewed in 
the image of Gop. And he is careful to comply 
with his preſcriptions; gives himſelf to reading, me- 
ditation and prayer; regularly and ſeriouſly attends 
publick worſhip, and guards againſt every thing 
that might occaſion a relapſe, diſorder his under- 
ſtanding again and pervert him from the ways of 
Gop. In this. view he walks humbly and watch- 
fully; ponders the path of his feet; is thankful 
for the admonition of his friends, and determined 
with purpoſe of heart to cleave to the Lord.“ Now 
he appears to be in his ſenſes: And the change 
is as remarkable, great and wonderful, as for an 
idiot 

+ Heb, v. 14. 
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ideot or a madman, to become a judicious, ſeri- 
ous, amiable and uſeful creature. He now * ſhows 
himſelf 2 man, acts up to the dignity of his rati- 
onal nature, becauſe he acts upon religious princi- 
ples. He becomes an honour to human nature, 
an ornament to religion and a blefling to man- 
kind. Well may it be ſaid of ſuch a one, as of 
the converted prodigal, © he was dead but is alive 
again; he was loſt but is found.'—Let me now add 
| ſome uſeful reflections from this ſubject. 


APPELICATION 


r. What numbers of . people are there im 
the world! 


If forgetfulneſs of Gop and religion, a negle& of 
conſideration, watchfulneſs and prayer, and a diſ- 
regard for ſcripture; if pride, luxury and licenti- 
- euſneſs, are ſymptoms of diſtraction, alas! almoſt 
all the world is mad. It is a kind of Bedlam ; for, 
as the apoſtle John obſerveth, it lieth in wicked 
neſs.” The God of this world blindeth men's eyes; 
he bewitcheth them; and works and rules in all 
the children of diſobedience. How few are there 
to be ſeen of a ſound mind; who are perfectly 
themſelves; who think and act as rational, accounta- 
ble creatures! How many men of the greateſt ſa- 
gacity and penetration, who get large eſtates and 
fine fortunes, are yet out of their ſenſes! I fear 
moſt in the higher ranks of life are quite beſide 


themſelves: And their madneſs was perhaps never” 


ſo: raging, deſperate and inveterate, as in the pre- 
ſent day. The play-houſe, the gaming-hovuſe, the- 
RE 3; alembly« 
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afſembly-room, the card-table, are almoſt entirely 
filled with ſuch unhappy perſons, who, to uſe the 
prophet Jeremial's language, are mad upon Their 
idol. .. They are perſons who have never yet 
come to themſelves; are almoſt utter ſtrangers to 
zuſt thought, a ſound underſtanding, and their own 
true intereſt. You may obſerve ſome of them reel- 
ing in almoſt every ſtreet; uttering profaneneſs or 
ribaldry in every company; boiſterous and trouble. 
ſome in their families, diſturbing and grieving all 
the grave and faber about them. They ridicule 
thoſe, who will not comply with faſhionable follies, 
and © he that departeth from evil is accounted mad? 
by them tf. And may we not, alas! in ſome in- 
ſtances take up the prophet fleſea's complaint; 
© The prophet is a fool; the ſpiritual nan is mad ||.* 
This is the lamentable ſtate of what we call a 
chriſtian nation; and while commerce, learning, and 
what is tiled politeneſs flouriſh, religion, which is 
the ſupreme good of a rational being, and, as ſome 
ſay, the only thing by which a man is diſtinguiſhed - 
from the brutes, is almoſt loſt among us. Such is 
our wiſdom! ſuch our politeneß “ Who that thinks 
and jodges and feels as he ought, but will take 
up a lamentation, and ſay, O that my head were 
waters, and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I 
might weep day and night for the melancholy 
ſtate of my feltow- creatures !—Are there any of 
you, Sirs, in theſe unhappy circumſtances ; uncon- 
cerned about your ſouls and eternity, ſtrangers to 
repentance and faith, and without Gop in the 
' world? This certainly, if any, is a lucid interval; 
| . e a ſober 
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a ſober moment; a proper time of addre ſſing you, 
when I may have ſome hope of ſucceſs. And what 
is it I would adviſe you to, but that, with the 
prodigal in the text, you confider and argue with 
yourſelves? Reaſon, and conſcience, if you will 
give them leave to ſpeak, are on the ſide of reli- 
gion. A thouſand arguments taken from gratitude 
and ingenuity, from duty and intereſt, will at cnce- 
preſent themſelves, if you indulge a few cool and 
ſober thoughts, Think what your deſires and aver- 
fions, your hopes and fears are at preſent, and aſk 
_ yourſelves calmly, what they ought to be, and re- 
gulate your conduct accordingly. Shake off, I be- 
ſeech you, that careleſs, trifling diſpofitioa, which 
is the diſgrace of a man and the general ſource of 
wickedneſs and deſtruction, Take the matter this 
day into ſerious conſideration. If you will not do 
it, it is a fign your malady is dangerous, obſtinate 
and almoſt incurable, When heaven and hell, an 
eternity of happineſs or miſery, are in queſtion, it. 
is madneſs, the greateſt madneſs imaginable, to de- 
fer attention and reflection. If you are conſcious. 
that you are yet in an unconverted ſtate, earneſtly 
apply to Gop by prayer, that he would give you 
a found mind, And, if no better motive will in- 
fluence you, let your preſent uneafineſs, and the 
fear and forebodings of future miſery, lead you to 
think on your ways and turn your feet to God's 
teiti monies,” 


2. We ſee the benefit of afffictions. 


The young prodigal never. came to himſelf and 
thought of returning to his father, till his money 
1 was 
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was ſpent and he was periſhing with hunger. Po- 
verty, diſappointment, ſickneſs, eſpecially that which 
is the immediate conſequence of luxury and irre- 
gular indulgences, are often the means of leading 
men to repentance. They force them to think. 
Gop brings men under ſuch painful diſcipline, in 
order to awaken and reform them; as rough me- 
thods are ſometimes neceſſary to be uſed, in order 
to bring diſtracted people to their ſenſes. The con- 
nection which Gop hath eſtabliſhed between ſin 
and miſery in this world, tends to recommend re- 
ligion and to reform ſinners. And many have 
found, that it is good for them to be aide; 
for before that time they went aſtray, like the pro- 
digal, but by this diſcipline they learned Gop's 
ſtatutes. It is eſpecially good, as the prophet ob- 
ſerveth, © for a man to bear this yoke in his youth; 
that by * fitting alone and keeping filence* he may 
be led to conſider his ways, and with deep humi- 
lity and repentance, put his mouth in the duſt, 
if ſo be there may be hope 1.“ : 


3. They have great reaſon to be thankful, who 
have a ſound mind. 


It is a pleaſure to addreſs thoſe, who will con- 
fider what is ſaid; who know what true religion 
means, and have a reliſh for the rational, manly 
pleaſures of devotion,” holineſs and benevolence. To 
you, my Brethren, I addreſs; and call upon you 
to give thanks to the father, who hath redeemed 

ou from the dominion of fin, ſet right your diſ- 
ordered — corrected your een 

take, 
+ Lam, iii. 27, 29. 
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taſte, taught you to diſcern thoſe things that differ, 
and approve and purſue thoſe that are really ex- 
| cellent. You can recolle&t the time, when you 
were * fooliſh and diſobedient, /erving divers luſts 
and pleaſures;* and mad upon this or the other 


idol, which poſſeſſed your heart. But now it is 


otherwiſe. Let Gop have the praiſe of his own 
work; for nothing leſs than a power divinely ſtrong 
can aſſuage the diſorderly paſſions, and diſpoſe the 
ſoul to purſue ſolid good. — And let it be your 
care to ſhow your gratitude to the great phyſician, 
by purſuing his courſe of medicine and diſcipline, 
till the cure is compleated and you are got be- 

yond all danger of the diſtemper's return, Be of- 
ten examining yourſelves, how you improve your 
enlightened underſtandings ; and what care you take 
to furniſh yourſelves with antidotes againſt a re- 


| lapſe.—Show your gratitude alſo, by endeavouring 


to ſave others; eſpecially any of your family, friends 
and relations, who may not be them/elves, Would 
you not do what you could to cure them of la- 
nacy? If their heads were diſordered, you would 
ſpare no pains nor expence to bring them to their 
underſtandings. And have you no concern for 
thoſe, who are labouring under the worſt kind of 
madneſs, the madne/5 of the heart? Let me intreat 
you to look upon them as the greateſt objects of 
pity. Watch every ſober moment, every favourable 
interval, to admoniſh and exhort them; eſpecially 
when they are feeling the bad effects of fin them- 
| ſelves, or ſee others ſuffering them. Let nothing 
be undone, that faithful reproof, tender expoſtula- 
tion, ſerious perſuaſion, and fervent prayer can do, 
EC to 


** 
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to bring them to themſelves and reſtore them to; 
the paths of virtue and happineſs. And may. Gowv- 
quicken you to, and proſper you in, e ſuch 
pious attempt! | 


4. What pity is it that any of a ſound under- 
ſtanding ſhould be companions of thoſe Who are 
beſide themſelves ! 


How contemptible doth the repreſentation in the 
text make all wicked men appear to the eye of 
ſober reaſon! And how unbecoming is it for wiſe 
and good men to be the companions of fools! You 


would reckon. it a juſt reproach to your under- 


ſtanding and a diſgrace to your family and friends, 
to aſſociate with a madman. But what do you 
elſe, who enter into the path. of the wicked and. 
make them your choſen aſſociates? And is not 
this the caſe with thoſe who are moſt fond of pub- 
lick company and diverſions? © I am a compani- 
on, ſaith. David, of them that far thee, and keep 
thy precepts. The ſaints, the excellent of the earth; 

in them is my delight. I have not ſat with vain 
perſons, neither will I go in with difemblers. I 
have hated the aſſembly of ewil-doers.” And he gives 
this character of a good man, that in his eyes a 


vile perſon ts contemued, but he honours them who 


fear the Lord.“ The ſentiment ſuggeſted in the 
text ſhould make all, and eſpecially young perſons, 
extremely cautious whom they, chuſe as companions 
for life; and their parents, whom they countenance; 
and with whom they place their children in any 
relation. Rakes and ſots and infidels are the worſt 
ſort of * : And he that puts his ſon apprea- 


tice 
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tice to a wicked man, or marries his daughter to 
a rake or a ſcorner, is much more criminal, and 
injurious to his child, than he who was to form 
ſuch an alliance for it with a man diſordered in 
his ſenſes. And that, for this plain reaſon ; becauſe 
this kind of madneſs is infections; it is a catching 
diſtemper: And what Solomon adviſes in one ſpecies 
of this moral madneſs, is applicable to all, * make 
no fz/lowſhip with an angry man, and with a fu- 
rious man,“ that is, a drunken, paſſionate, ill tem- 
pered man, thou ſhalt not go; leſt thou bara his 
ways, and get a ſnare to thy ſoul“.“ 'They who are 
employed to attend diſtracted perſons often become 
by degrees unaffected with their caſe, and are not. 
ſhocked at their folly and rage; it is the ſame in 
the madneſs of the heart. Aſſociating with thoſe 
who are not zhemſelves, takes off the horror and 
dread of vice, and by making it familiar, brings 
a well. diſpoſed mind firſt to bear it, then to reliſh 
it, and then practiſe it. Suffer therefore the word 
of exhortation, my young friends, enter not into the 
way of the wicked nor go ia the path of evil men; 
avoid it; paſs not by it; turn from it, and paſs 
away.” This is a duty peculiarly incmubent upon 
you, who have devoted yourſelves to Gop and his 
ſervice. You will ſometimes find the truth of what 
St. Peter obſerved, that © thoſe who walk in laſci- 
viouſneſs, luſts, exceſs of wine, revellings and ban. 
quetings ; will think it range that you run not with 
them to the ſame exceſs of riot: And they will 
therefore /peat evil of you,” reproach you and ban- 
ter you t. But look upon all this as the folly 
and nonſenſe of a diſtempered mind; and pay no 


more 


® Prov, xi. 24. + 1 Pet, iv. 4. 
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more regard to it, than you would to the ravings 
of a madman: For it is no better. Pity and pray 
for them, but do not mind them; and get out of 
hearing as ſoon as you can, You are, thro' grace, 
come to yourſelves: 'Take care you do not loſe 


yourſelves again, by bad company, ſinful indulgen- 


ces or neglecting watchfulneſs and prayer. And 
to prevent this, keep cloſe to Chriſt and his goſ- 
pel; and devote to his ſervice thoſe powers, which 
his grace hath reſcued from miſery and ruin. Thus 
we read, that the lynatick, whom Jeſus had healed, 
© ſat at his feet 3. cloathed and in his right mind 9,” 


* Luke vii. 35» 
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aſter, that of the apoſtle Paul ſhines brighteſt. In 
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St. Paur's Prayer for Ox E sip Hox us, that 
he might find mercy of the Lore in 
that Day. 


— — * „ 


2 TIMor nx i. 18—. 


The Lord grant unto him, that he may find mercy 7 
tlie Lord in that day : — 


T* HERE is a lamentable imperfeQion in the 


character of many chriſtians, who are poſſeſſed 
of ſeveral amiable qualities. Some who have refined 


| ſentiments of benevolence and much of a generous, 


friendly temper, ſeem to have very little of a de- 


votional ſpirit, and of thoſe regards to eternal con- 


cerns, which the importance of them requires. 
Whereas others, who have much of a devotional 


ſpirit and piety towards Gon, are defective in the 


focial virtues, and thoſe grateful, friendly diſpoſi- 
tions, which they ought to manifeſt towards their 
fellow-creatures, Theſe imperfections of character 
are the more inexcuſable, as in the goſpel we have 
both a perfe& rule of duty and ſeveral excellent 
patterns of it. Next to the example of our divine 


him 


= 
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him we find a happy union of fervent piety, and 
grateful, tender friendſhip: And -both are admira- 
bly expreſſed in our text; which (as a learned 
critick obſerves) is * a more pathetic and lively pa- 
rentheſis, than is to be met with among any of 
the writers of Greece or Rome.” He had been in- 
forming Timothy, how kind One/iphorus had been to 
him; that he had often refreſhed him by his com- 
pany and his contributions; had miniſtered to him 
in many things at Eyleſus; ſought him out very 
diligently and found him, during his confinement 


at Rome: and was ever ready to honour, aſſiſt and 


comfort him, as an apoſtle of Chriſt, and a ſufferer 
for his cauſe. And in the middle of this account 


of One/ipharas's kindaeſs, he inſerts the parentheſis | 


in our text. The Lord grant unto him, that he 
may find mercy of the Lord in that day.“ The ex- 
preſſion, * the Lord grant that he may receive of, 
the Lord,” is agreeable to the uſual manner of ſpeak- 


ing among the Hebrews; and only means that the 


Lord would grant him mercy. Thus it is ſaid, 
* the Lord rained upon Sodom fire and brimſtone 


from the Lord; that is, from himſelf T. So we 


read that Solomon aſſembled the elders of I/frael/ unto 
king Solomon 1. The ſame perſon 1 is therefore meant 
by the Lord in both places in which it is uſed in 


the text. — The words furniſh the following uſeful | 


remarks: 
I. There is a great day appevackiog. the day of 


judgment. 
II. All men are then to appear and be tried. 


III. None 


+ Gen, air. 4. 1 1 Kings will. 2. 
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III. None can merit any reward at that day. 

IV. To find mercy then is the greateſt bleſſing. 
I. There is a great and ſolemn day approaching. 
The apoſtle ſpeaks of his finding mercy at hat 


day. It is plain he refers to the ſecond coming of 
Chriſt; to the day of the general reſorrection, and 


final judgment. So he ſaith (v. 12.) * he is able 
to keep what I have committed to him againſt zhar 
day. Likewiſe in this epiſtle he ſpeaks of the 


crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the righte- 


ous judge would give him at lat day 1.“ He elſe- 
where ſpeaks of Chriſt being * revealed from hea- 


ven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, to 


puniſh the wicked and be glorified in his ſaints in 


that day j.'—So that the expreſſion plainly refers to 


the day of judgment. And when the apoſtle only 
calls it hat day, it may intimate theſe two things, 
that it was a day much expected and talked of by 
chriſtians — and was a moſt important and awful 
day. 

It intimates, that it was a day much expedited and 
talked of by chriſtians: On which not only the 


thoughts of the apoſtle, but their thoughts were 


mach fixed, Timothy very well knew what day 
St. Paul meant by the phraſe. He knew his 


thoughts were full of it. He had often heard him 
mention it in his converſation and ſermons, and 
urge its ſpeedy approach and great ſolemnity, as 

| | powerful motives to holineſs. The eyes and hopes 
of all chriſtians were directed to it by the apoſtles; 


eſpecially” 
+ ch. iv, 8. t 2 Theſſ. i. 10. 
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eſpecially when they were ſuffering perſecution for 
the profeſſion of chriſtianity, It was a day they 
looked and longed for. The apoſtle's own thoughts 
were peculiarly fixed upon it, conſidering what clear 
diſcoveries he had been favoured with of the great 
tranſactions of it. And, as he was now expecting 
death every day and apprehended that the time 
of his departure was at hand 4,” it was very natu- 
ral for him to have it much upon his heart and 
upon his tongue.—The expreſſion may likewiſe in- 
timate, that it was a moſt important and awful 
day ;* more ſo than any other day; and therefore 
called by way of eminence, Hat day; that great and 
ſolemn day, with which no other day is worthy 
to be compared. It is called a day, as it is a pe- 
riod of time, in which many ſignal events ſhall 
come to paſs. So we read of the day of grace, and 
the day of ſalvation. It is likewiſe called the great 
day; the judgment of the great day: Becauſe great 
ſcenes are then to open and great affairs to be de- 
termined. And it is ſtyled the /a/f day; becauſe 
then is the end of the world: 'There will be no 
more time, but a vaſt eternity will commence. Moſt 
awſul ſcenes introduce that day: The deſcent of 
the judge from heaven in all his pomp and glory: 
the reſurrection of all the dead, and the burning 
of this world. All mankind, who ever lived upon the 
earth, are then to be raiſed and appear together in one 
vaſt aſſembly; to have their characters tried and 
their ſuture eternal ſtate determined. The Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ſhall then come down from heaven, 
in his own glery, and in his father's glory, with 
all his holy angels,“ to preſide on this grand oc- 

_ Cafione 

+ 2 Tim. iv. 6. 
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caſion. The conſequences of that day prove it to 
be a moſt awful and important one. For all man- 
kind are then to be ſeparated into two diviſions : 
The wicked to go away into everlaſting puniſh» - 
ment, but the righteous into life eternal. The me- 
diatorial kingdom of Chriſt is to be delivered up 
to the father; and all the ſchemes of providence 
relating to this world of ours to be compleated, 
It is with great propriety therefore that the apoſtle 
calls it that day, and fixed his thoughts ſo much 
upon it and directs the thoughts of 2 ſo 
much to it.—Let us obſerve, 


IT. At that day all men are to appear and be 
tried. 


When the apoſtle 8 of finding mercy of the 
Lord, that is, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, it intimates, 
that he is then to be revealed from heaven, as 
the judge of the world ; by whoſe judgment every 
man muſt ſtand or fall: Agreeably to what he 
told the Athenians, that * Gop hath appointed 4 
day, in which he will judge the world in righte- 
ouſneſs by that man whom he hath ordained; 
whereof he hath given aſſurance unto all men, in 
that he hath raiſed him from the dead f.“ That 
all muſt then be tried is frequently aſſerted in 
ſcripture, *We muſt a// appear before the judg- 
ment ſeat of Chriſt. The dead /all and great are 
to ſtand before Gop; and he ſhall judge the ſecrets 
of all hearts by Jeſus Chriſt.” St. Paul takes it 
for granted, that his pious friend Ongſpforus muſt 
ſtand at that tribunal. This intimates to us, that 


there. 
F Acts xvii. 21. ö 
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there is no man's character ſo good and excel- 
lent, but he maſt be tried and judged, And 
there are ſome reaſons, why it is proper and fit- 
tiog that the righteous as well as the wicked ſhould 
be judged. It is neceſſary to manifeſt their real 
characters. The beſt characters are mixed and im- 
perfect; and there are ſpots and blemiſhes in many 
good men, which make it ſometimes doubtful, in 
what rank they are to be placed. Many of them 
live in obſcurity, are not at all known to the 
world: And in times of great degeneracy, they are 
peculiarly deſirous to conceal their virtues, that 
they may not be perſecuted by the impious, and 
ſcorned by the proud. Therefore it is fit that the 
excelleney of their characters ſhould be illuftrated 
and diſplayed before the whole world. It is like- 
wiſe fit it ſhould be ſo, not only for their honour,. 
but for the honour of Gop; to manifeſt the eguity, 
wiſdom and goodneſs of providence towards them: 
And for the honour of Chriſt alſo; to ſhow the 
effet of his goſpel and ordinances, and with how 
much complacency. and kindneſs he accepts and 
applauds his ſervants.— The text intimates, 


III. None can merit any reward at that day: 


That the obedience of none is ſo perfect, as to 
give them a juſt claim to future glory. The cha- 
racter of One/phorus was an excellent one. His re- 
gards for St. Paul undoubtedly aroſe from a ſincere 
love to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and to the cauſe, 
in which the apoſtle laboured, and for which he 
was now ſuffering. He was not aſhamed of the 
apoſtle's chain, (v.16.) when he was confined as 
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a priſoner; but ſought him out, relieved and 
aſſiſted him, tho* in ſo doing he run the hazard 
of being a fellow-ſufferer with him. This kindneſs 
he had ſhown to the apoſtle at many times, and 
in different places, as the context proves. Now who 
was more likely to de/erve a future reward, than 
ſo upright, zealous and friendly Aa chriſtian? Yet 
the apoſtle plaialy intimates, that there was no 
room for merit, even in his caſe. For you will ob- 
ſerve, he doth not ſay, that he might have zu/tice 
done him, but that he might find mercy. And this 
is indeed the general ſtrain of the goſpel. Thus 
our Lord direQs his diſciples, when they had done 
all things that were commanded, to acknowledge 
that they were unprofitable ſervants,” and had done 
no more than their duty. 'The apoſtles often re- 
mind chriſtians, that. by grace they are ſaved; 
that it is not by works of righteouſneſs which 
we have done, but according to his mercy that he 
ſaves us : That, if we are begotten to the lively 
hope of an heavenly inheritance, it is according 
to Gop's abundant mercy. Thus the heirs of hea- 
ven are called we//els of mercy. And you are well 
acquainted with that paſſage, where the apoſtle al- 
. ters his phraſe, to prevent our entertaining any 
Opinion of merit: The wages of fin is death ;? 
it is its due deſert: * But the gift of GOD,” not 
the wages of righteouſneſs, is eternal life thro? je- 
ſus Chriſt our Lord t !*" Agreeably to the language 
of our text, the apoſtle Jude deſcribes the future 
glory, as the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
unto eternal life.“ And indeed how ſhould it be 


| other- 
+ Titus in. 5. } Rom, vi, laſt. 
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otherwiſe? If we confider the holineſs of Gop; 
the . purity and extent of his law; in how many 
inſtances we come ſhort of our duty, and with how 
many imperfections our beſt ſervices are attended, 

boaſting muſt be for ever excluded. Whatever good 
we do, the ability and inclination to do it are 
from Gop. - We mult appear before the tribunal 
of Chriſt as miſerable ſinners; who cannot deny 
our guilt, or anſwer the charge which Goow's law 
and our own conſciences bring againſt us: And 
© if he ſhould mark iniquity we could not ſtand.“ 
We therefore lie entirely at Gop's mercy, affd upon 
that muſt caſt ourſelves. We muſt ſeek for juſtifi- 
cation upon ſome other ground than our own me- 
rit, and look for a reward, not of debt but grace. 

J obſerve, once more, 


IV. To find merey then is the Prestel blefling. | 


The apoſile's heart was full of gratitude for the 
kindneſs and reſpe& which his friend had ſhown 
him, and was Giſpofed to aſk for him the moſt va - 
luable favour, It was not in the apoſtle's power 


to make any returns in kind; and therefore he di- 


rects his prayer to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he 
would ſhow mercy to him at that day, He knew 
this was far better than riches or health, honour or 
long life upon earth. Nor was it adequate to the 
gratitude which he felt glowing in, his breaſt, to 
aſk for bis friend only a ſupply of ſpiritual bleſ- 
ſings. But he fixes upon that, which was moſt 
important, and in which every thing truly valua- 
ble for this world was comprehended ; For it is in 
effet a prayer, that his fins might be pardoned ; | 

that 


Diſ. 17. his Friend Ones1ynonus: 265 


that he might be intereſted in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and ſtand faſt in him; that he might be kept from 
apoſtacy, increaſe in wiſdom, piety and. uſefulneſs, 
and might have grace to perſevere unto the end. 
But what I apprehend the apoſtle had principally 
in his thoughts, in ſuch a petition, was this; he 
expected ſoon to be put to death, and thought it 
highly probable he ſhould never ſee Oneſiphorus again, 
and be able to ſhow his gratitude by perſonal con- 
verſe and kindneſs. He had an aſſurance, that he 
| himſelf ſhould find mercy of the Lord, or as he ex- 
preſſeth it (v. 12.) that Chriſt would keep that 
which he had committed to him againſt zhat day. 
It was therefore his earneſt deſire, that this kind 
friend might be a partaker with him of that mercy : 
that he might have a comfortable interview with 
him at the tribunal of Chriſt, and ſpend an eter- 
nity in mutual friendſhip, and adoration of the 
mercy they had received. Finding mercy then, 
comprehends everlaſting happineſs, and all the glo- 
ries, which the Lord, the righteous and merciful 
judge, ſhall give to his faithful ſervants; and all 
that aſſiſtance 15 grace which are neceſſary to 


preſerve them ſafe to the poſſeſſion of them. Theſe 


then are the remarks which our text affords; that 
there is a great day, the day of judgment approach- 
ing— that all men are then to appear and be tried 
that the beſt can plead no merit at that day, but 
muſt look for mercy—and that to find mercy then 
is the greateſt and moſt valuable bleſſing to an 
immortal creature. — The uſeful inſtructions, which 
the ſubject furniſheth, are theſe. 
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APPLICATION. : 
1. Let us think much of that day of the Lord : 


That awful, ſolemn day, on which the thoughts 
of the holy apoſtle were ſo much fixed, and to which 
his views, deſires and hopes were all directed and 
referred. What is any particular day, my Brethren, 
compared with tis? Or what events can the human 
imagination conceive, of equal grandeur, ſolemnity 
and importance, with thoſe, which are then to hap- 
pen? That day, is appointed from the foundation 
of the world, kept ſecret in the divine breaſt, and 
revealed neither to men nor angels, nor even to 
Chriſt himſelf. A day, in which great things are 
to be done; a great judge to deſcend; a great 
aſſembly to be convened, even all mankind; all 
with looks vaſtly important, and hearts big with 
expectation. It is a day in which we are every 
one of us concerned: For we muſt a/l appear and 
take our trial for eternity. What are all the con- 
cerns of earth, the great affairs of nations and king- 
doms, but mere trifles, compared with this great 
day? What madneſs is there in the hearts of the 
ſons of men, that they are ſo buſy in making pre- 
parations for future days on earth, and yet live 
unmindful of rhis day, when their characters 
are to be diſcovered, and their everlaſting ſtate 
fixed? Let us guard againſt this common, this fa- 
tal, delufion. Let that day be in our thoughts 
every day, and the grand deſcriptions given of it 
in ſcripture be made familiar to our minds. Let 
us ſpeak of it frequently and r and never 

be 


; 
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be aſhamed to acknowledge, that we look for it 
and are influenced in our*condu@ by a regard to 

it. © Wherefore, my Beloved, ſeeing we look for 
Juch things, what manner of perſons ought we to 
be in all holy converſation and godlineſs f 


2. Let us frequently offer up this petition for 
ourſelves and our friends. 


Let us preſent it for — A more impor- 
tant and comprehenſive petition we cannot ufe. 
Let us ſeriouſly conſider, how much we need the 
mercy of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; how much the ef 
of men need it; and ſay with Job, * Tho' I were 
righteous, yet would I not anſwer him; but TI 
would make ſapplication to my judge *.“ Let us 
endeavour to impreſs theſe thoughts deeply upon our 
hearts, that all our ſalvation is of grace; that all our 
chriſtian priviledges and hopes are founded upon 
divine mercy ; that our beſt obedience and righteouſ- 
neſs cannot anſwer the demands of the law of Gop, 
for in many things we offend 40. Some bad or mean 
ends are apt to mingle with our moſt commenda- 
ble actions: Or if they are right in the fight of the 
Lord, it is by his ſtrength that they are performed. 
Too much fireſs hath been laid upon charity or 
alms-giving, in the preſent day, as if it would a- 
tone for the negle& of other duties; and of igel 
entitle men to ſalvation +: But the apoſtle was of 

Ns - another 


| ® Job ix. 15. 

1 © The moſt ęſential part of virtue is relieving the diftreſſed, 
This affords that perfect repoſe and divine contentment to the 
ſoul, which fills up the whole capacity of bliſs and leaves not 
even 


— — 


rr 
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another mind. One/iphoraus's charity was very emi 


nent; it flowed from à good principle, produced 
a ſucceſſion of benevolent actions, and was per- 
formed at the hazard of his life: Vet the apoſtle 
commends him to divine mercy ; and in effect di- 
refts him to fix his hopes upon it.— As we need 
to offer up this prayer for ourſelves, ſo we have 
great encouragement to do it. The text intimates, 
that our judge is merciful ; merciful in all his re- 
lations and characters; as our prophet, prieſt and 
king ; and will not ſurely appear leſs ſo, when he ſhall 
come to judge the living and the dead, By his death 
and ſufferings he hath purchafed and procured 


- for us the offers of mercy ; and for him/e/f, power 


and authority to raiſe the dead and to confer ever- 
laſting ſalvation on all them, who ſincerely believe 


zin him. A ſerious remembrance of this weighty 


truth will tend to humble the pride of our hearts, 
advance our love to Chriſt, and promote our con- 


formity to his image and his laws, Yea a life 


ſpent in his ſervice may be properly cloſed with 
this petition: And it is good to die repenting and 


believing, and crying for mercy. Poeſſidonius, who 


wrote the life of St. Auguſtine, ſaith, that he heard 
bim often ſay in his health, that * repentance was 
the fitteſt diſpoſition both for dying chriſtians and 
miniſters:“ And that he died with tears in his eyes, 
weeping for ſin.—The pious Mornay Lord Pleſſis, in 
3 | ” 
even a Wiſh for more. The enly ſource of laſting pleaſure in 
fickneſs and death, is a reflection on having relieved the diſtreſſes 
of our fellow-creatures c.. Dr. Browne, Many ſuch incautious 
and dangerous tenets might be quoted from various charity-ſer» 
Mons. . 
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his dying moments lifting up his hands, cried three 
times, Mercy, Mercy, Mercy: Declaring that be did 
this, to ſhow, that he relied alone on divine mercy.. 
Thus Archbiſhop Der and the learned and pious 
Mr. Perkins, both died, crying for mercy. 

Let us learn from the apoſtle to offer up this 
petition for our friends and benefafors. I think L 
need not caution you againſt offering up this pe- 
tition for your friends, that are dead; altho' the 
Papiſts ground their practice of praying for the 
dead, in part upon our text; taking it for granted, 
that One/iphorus was: dead, becauſe St. Paul, in the 
preceding verſe, mentions his houſhold, Whereas 
it is likely his family was now with Timothy, aud 
Oneſphorus was with himſelf at Rome. We have no 
reaſon to believe, that our prayers will reach the 
dead, or any way affect their ſtate. But the ſeri- 
ous prayers of a righteous man. avail zwck for his 
friends while on earth. It is our duty to pray 
one for another; in order to expreſs and cheriſh 
our friendly. diſpoſitions and benevolent affections. 
Whatever favours we receive, gratitude requires that. 


LY 


we make ſome returns: And as there are many - 


inſtances in which we cannot return, in kind, the 
favours we receive, thro* the better circumſtances. 


of our friends and benefactors, or their diſtance: 


from us, it is our duty to commend them to di- 
vine mercy. It is very proper,. when we think of 
our friends, to lift up our hearts to Gop in a ſhort. 
ejaculation for their everlaſting happineſs: And in 
our correſpondence with them, to imitate St. Paal 
in our text, by inſerting (as a parentheſis) a devout. 
wiſh: that they may find mercy, This will kee 
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in our own thoughts, and may impreſs upon theirs, 
a ſenſe of eternal concerns and engage the favour 
of heaven, If you are chriſtians indeed, there is 
nothing will give you greater joy at preſent, than 
to ſee your relations and friends purſutag the ſame 
happineſs which you are purſuing: And it will 
add to your eternal joy, to obſerve your chriſtian 
friends partakers with you of the mercy of the 
Lord, Let parents particularly, be often putting 
vp this prayer for their children; and eſpecially in 
family. worſhip, when praying with them. In your 
converſation together, remind them, that this is 
the main thing which they ſhould ſeek for them» 
ſelves; that their views ſhould extend beyond the 
narrow limits of this mortal life; and that this great 
and awful day is coming, that they may be pre- 
pared for it, This leads me to add, if we deſire 
to find merey of the Lord in that day, 


3. Let us labour to be prepared for this mercy. 


Tho! our falvation is of grace, we are required 
to * work it out with fear and trembling.* Tho? 
our dependance is. to be on the mercy of Chriſt, 
| yet we are required, by the apoſtle Jude, to keep. 
ourſelves in the love of Gon, looking for the mercy 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto. eternal life 1.“ The 
mercy of Chriſt is not beſtowed at random or with 
partiality. There are fome qualifications required 
on our part; and it is of the greateſt importance 
that we attend to them, and endeavour to ſecure 
them. The wicked muſt forſaie his way and the 
| unrighteous man his thoughts and tura unto the 

| 8 Lord ; 
— 1 Jude 27. 
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Lord; and then he will have mercy upon him.“ It 
is neceſſary likewiſe, that we believe in the name 
of his fon, and live by faith in him; that with all 
humility and chearfulneſs we ſubmit to the righ- 
teouſneſs of Gop ; build all our hopes upon Chriſt 
as the ſure foundation, which Gop hath laid; and 
that we honour Gop and the redeemer by a courſe 
of ſincer2 obedience. Remember that this obedience 
will not and cannot be the meritorious cauſe of our 
acceptance and finding mercy : But will be our evi- 
dence, that we are intereſted in Chriſt, and may, 
agreeably to the gracious conſlitution of the goſpel, 
hope for mercy at laſt. Let it be our care, that 
we do not look for that in our/elves, which is only. 
to be found in Chrift and in his righteouſneſs and 
all- ſufficieney.—If we deſire to find mercy of the 
Lord, let us be careful to cultivate a friendly, cha- 
ritable diſpoſition ; to ſhow kindneſs to our brethren, 
and eſpecially to Chriſt's poor members; and to his 
miniſters; more particularly when they are con- 
fined by ſickneſs, or ſuffering for conſcience ſake. 
In this laſt circumſtance One/fphorus miniſtered to 
Paul and refreſhed him. Bleſſed are the merciful, 
for they ſhall obtain mercy. But he ſhall have judg- 
ment without mercy, who hath ſhown no mercy.” 
Such are the declarations of him who will be our 
final judge.—To excite you to theſe regards to the 
goſpel, conſider the ſad conſequence of not finding 
mercy of the Lord; And that will be a puniſh- 
ment with everlaſting dęſtruction from his. preſence 
and the glory of his power.“ The diſobedient and 
unbelieving will find, that he who made them will 
have no mercy upon them, and he that formed them will 
ſhow them 20 favour.” If mercy be not earneſtly 


Ny ſought 
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fought now, it will be too late to ſeek it in that 
day. Mercy will then be turned into vengeance 
and fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the ad- 
verſaries. Conſider, on the other hand, the com- 
fortable aſſurance given us, that in the appointed 
way we ſhall obtain mercy. Gop's terms are moſt 
gracious ; and ſuited to the circumſtances of de- 
praved and feeble creatures, It is happy for us, 
that the worthy judge eternal is moſt kind and mer- 
ciful ; and, having dwelt in mortal fleſh, is acquainted 
with our temptations and infirmities, and diſpoſed 
to make every favourable allowance for us, which 
the holineſs of his nature will permit. He taketh 
pleaſure in them that fear him; in them that Hope 
in his mercy.* Having therefore ſuch a mercifut 
and faithful high prieſt, let us come boldly to. the 
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and 
find grace to help in time of need.“ Amen. 
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Gop's Promiſe to Josnva, that he ſhould' 
walk among the Angels. 


UTI VER " es 


ZECHARIAH iii. 6, 7. 


Ad ho angel of the Lord proteſted unto. Jos n uA, - 6. 
ing, —Thus ſaith the Lord of hofli, . if thou wilt 
wall in my ways, and if tlou wilt keep my clarge, 
then thou ſhalt alſo judge my houſe, and ſhalt alſo' 
keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk 
among theſe that Aand EY. 


HE defign of God's 8 my kid: 
is to quicken us to diligence in the work, 
which he hath given us to do. And as he calls' 
out ſome of his. ſervants: to labours peculiarly im- 
portant and difficult, he hath furniſhed them. with 
_ promiſes, peculiarly precious and encouraging, that 
they may not faint and grow weary in their minds.“ 
The promiſes he made to his ſervants of old are: 
applicable to us, as far as there is a reſemblance 
between our circumſtances and theirs. And it ap» 
pears: to be the deſign. of Gop, that we ſhould: 
take encouragement from' them, for they were write - 
ten for our iaſtruction and conſolation . It is very” 


N 3 obſer n. 
+ Rom, XVs 4. . 
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obſervable, that Gop made promiſes of future glory 
both to Zerubbabel, to Daniel, and Juſnua, who lived 
in troublous times, and were very zealous for the 
Lord of hoſts; in order to encourage them amidſt 
their difficulties and oppoſition. That which he 
made to Jaſiua, the high prieſt of Zac), juſt after 
the captivity, I propoſe to conſider at this time. 
he angel of Jehovah, ſpoken of in the text is, 
1 apprehend, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: He is repre- 
ſented under that title and office: He proteſted to 
Joſhua, that is, he earneſtly and ſolemnly affirmed,. 

or aſſured him in Gop's name, perhaps, with a. 
ſolemn oath. This denoted, that what he was go- 
ing to ſay, was a matter of great concern and im- 
portance, He ſaid to him in the preſence of his. 
attendant angels, „Thus ſaith the Lord of hoſts, if 
thou wilt walk in my ways,. and keep my charge, 
then thou ſhalt alſo judge my houſe, and ſhalt alſo 
keep my courts, and I will give thee places to. 
walk among theſe that ſtand by.“ In this paſſage, 
we may obſerve, | 


I. What is required of Joſhua: And 
II. What is promiſed to him. 


Or, how he was to behave, and ke bleſſednefſs 
would attend his good behaviour. Let us conſider, 


I, What is required of Jaſhua, 


Or how he was to behave. He was to walk 
in God's ways, and keep his charge.“ Which ſig- 
nified,—a general care to be religious himſelf, and 
—a faithful 9 of the duties of his par- 

ticular Ration, 


db. 4&4 
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I. A general care to be religious himſelf, 

© If thou wilt wall in my ways;? the ways Gop' 
had marked out, or commanded his ſervants to walk 
in. Joſhua was the high prieſt of Jſrael; yet he 
muſt not think it ſufficient to inſtruct others in their 
duty and perform the ſervices of his function, but 
he muſt be good himſelf, He muſt not think that 
the dignity of his ſtation, or the greatneſs of his 
prieſtly work, would excuſe him from diſcharging 
his duty, as a rational creature and an J/rae/ite; 
but he was to obſerve. all the moral and general 
rules of duty, which were given from heaven, either 
by the diQates of reaſon, or the law of Moſes. 
Reaſon tells men in general what is right and good, 
what they are to do, and what they are to avoid. 
The voice of reaſon and conſcience is the voice 
of Go. Our knowledge of good and evil is the 
law of Gop written upon our hearts. Beſide this, 
JoſtAa had the law of Meſes: And that he was to 
read and ſtudy and meditate upon it for the direc- 
tion of his own conduct. He was to be influenced 
by a regard to the preſence and authority of Gop,, 
and act in his office from ſuch principles, and with 
ſuch a temper,. as would render his ſervices pleaſing; 
and acceptable to him. He was to proceed ſteadily 
in the ways of holineſs, and never to turn afide: 
from them to the right hand' or the left.—Gop re- 
quired of him, — 


2. A faithful performance of the duties of his 
ſtation. 

© If thou wilt ep my charge. By this obraſe the 
ſervice of the pricks is deſcribed in the law of M- 


N 6 | fee 


276 | God's Promiſe to JosHUa that Dif, 1% 
ſes. Bring the tribe of Levi near, that they may 


keep his charge, and the charge of the children of 


T/rael.. And the Levites ſhall keep the charge, and 
do the ſervice of the tabernacle. Thus ſhalt thou 


do unto the Levites touching zheir charge . Joſhua: - 


was ſet apart to preſide over the affairs of the con- 


gregation. And ſome of the higheſt aQs of worſhip 
and ſervice, that were required by the law, were- 
to be performed. by the high prieſt- alone. He was 
to ſtudy this law, that he might know and per- 
form his. own duty, and be able to teach others, 
And tho' there was much indolence and ſelfiſhneſs 
among the people, he was not to omit any of the 
rites, which the law required, nor connive at the 
omiſſion of them in others: But exert himſelf. with 
all zeal and aQtivity to promote the obſervance- 


of what: Gop had required. He was to cenſider- 


his office in all its branches, as a charge from G00; 
a truſt lodged in his hands. He was to keep it with 
an elevation and refolution of ſoul, ſuited to the. 
importance of the charge itſelf, and the greatneſs 


and majeſty of that Gov, whoſe charge it was; 


and as cne that was accountable- to him for the 


manner in which he kept it.— This then was re- 
quired of Jaſtua, — that he ſhould walk in Gop's 
ways; be religious and holy himſelf—and keep. 
Gop's charge; faithfully perform his duty as the 
hizh prieſt of Iſracl. Let us now conſider, 


II. What is promiſed to Foſhua, in conſequence: 
of ſo doing» | 


And it was in general, that if be would do the 
duty of his place and office, he ſhould have the 


dignity 
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dignity and reward of it. —He ſhould be continued 
in his office — and at length be preferred to a 
nobler ſtation, in which he ſhould be a 2 
with the angels. 


1. That he ſhould | be continued in his- office. 


Then ſhalt thou alſo judge my houſe, and ſhalt 
alſo keep my courts.'—lt is promiſed, that he ſhould 
be continued high prieſt and not diſplaced ; that 
no enemy ſhould break in upon his country to diſ- 
turb the orders of Gop's houſe, or remove him 
from the prieſthood, —It may alſo intimate, that the 
office ſhould continue in his family. Accordingly 
it appears, by the book of Nehemiah, that it 


did, for about two hundred years, till the time of 


Alexander the great, and perhaps much longer t. It 
may intimate, that Gop would not transfer the 
prieſthood from his family, as he did from Eli's on 
account of the wickedneſs of his ſons. —* Thou ſhalt 
alſo judge my houſe :? This may refer to the ju- 
dicial power the high prieſt had; Not to make 


laws, but, like our judges, to explain and enforce. 


them. Many queſtions and controverſies were brought 


before the high prieſts, and they determined them 


according to the law. — Thou ſhalt alſo keep my 
courts;* keep them from being profaned by ſtran- 
gers or Iraelites; preſide in the ſervice of my courts 
without interruption or moleſtation ; have the infe- 
riour prieſts under thy direction and command, and 
ſce that my laws and ordinances are regularly ob- 


ſerved. It may particularly intimate, that he ſhould 


live to ſee the temple, which was now building, 
finiſhed, 


+ Neh, zii, 20, 11. 
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finiſhed, the appointed ſacrifices offered, and its: 
ſervices frequented; that he ſhould have an oppor- 
tunity of performing all his pious purpoſes for the 
glory of Gop, and the good of Iſrael; by whom 
he ſhould be eſteemed and reſpeted, for all the 
goed deeds he had done for the houſe of Goo, 
and the offices thereof. — This is the favour pro- 
miſed him with regard to the preſent life. To 
which I am to add, which is the main thing I 
propoſed to recommend to your regard, 

2. That at length he ſhould be preferred to a 
nobler ſtation, in which he ſhould be a companion: 
of angels. 

In this viſion the angels are repreſented. as preſent;. 
attending the Angel of the Lord, who is perhaps ne- 
ver deſcribed as appearing without them “. In vc 
4, he faith to thoſe that ſtood. before him, take 
away Jaſhua's filthy garments. Aud the angel of 
the Lord flood by,” while zhey. did it. In the text 
he ſaith, * ] will give thee places to walk among. 
theſe that fland by, probably pointing to them. 
Commentators: agree, that by theſe that ſtand by, 
is meant tie angels: But they in general under- 
ſtand it, as referring to angels, who inviſibly at- 
tended the ſervice of the temple. To denote this, 
there were images of Cherubim carved on the ark, 
and worked in the hangings of the moſt holy place, 
as the attendants of the cloud of glory, the emblem. 
of the divine preſence. To this ſome ſuppoſe there is 
an alluſion, when Solomon cautions men againſt raſh 
vows and adds, * ſay not before the angel, it was 
an error .“ And St. Paul is ſuppoſed to refer to 

their 
Compare Chap. ii, 3. + Eccl. v. 6, 
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their preſence in chriſtian aſſemblies, when he ſaith, 
© a woman ought to be veiled, becauſe of rhe an- 


+ gels.” But as in this ſenſe the words are a mere 


repetition of what went before, that he ſhould keep 
Gop's courts, I think they muſt have a further 
meaning. Nor can I underſtand. them, with ſome 
interpreters only to- mean, that angels ſhould guard 


and preſerve him in all his goings and underta- 


kings.—The moſt natural, eaſy ſenſe of the words is, 
that they refer to a future fate, and mean, that Joſhua 
ſhould at length be joined to the angels in Heaven, 
la this ſenſe moſt of the Few;A writers underſtand 
it, and their moſt ancient paraphraſe reads it,. * I 
will raiſe thee from the dead, and place thee among 
the Seraphim.” It is. promiſed. to Jeſtua, that he 


' ſhould be removed to a higher ſlation, and be en- 


gaged in- nobler work ; have a place among angels 
in Gop's heavenly. temple, and walk with them. 
This muſt imply an acquaintance and f:iendſhip 
with them; that he ſhould know them, love them, 


and be beloved by them; for can two walk to- 


gether, except they are agreed?” So Gop promiſeth 
to walk with Tſrael, as their friend. Whatever 
happineſs angels enjoy, 7o/hua was to ſhare it with 
them. And there may perhaps be an alluſion to 
the galleries and piazzas about the temple, where 
the prieſts uſed to walk and converſe together. 
And now, my Brethren, this is a moſt delight. 


fol and inftruQive idea of the heavenly world, which 


the text gives us, as walking among the angels. 
And give me leave a little to enlarge upon it.— 
It is true concerning all that walk in God's ways 


and keep his charge, that they ſhall have places a- 


mong 
| T 2 Cor, zi. 10, 
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mong the angels. Heaven is the ſtated abode of theſe 
glorious, wiſe, holy and happy ſpirits, who are ſuperi- 
our to men: Therefore they are called the angels of 
GOD in Heaven. It was the deſign of Gop, by the 
diſpenſation of the goſpel, as the apoſtle expreſſeth 
it, to gather together in one all things in Chriſt, 
both which are in Heaven and which are on earth :“ 
To: unite the holy angels and all true believers: 
in one body, and eſtabliſh a ſacred, everlaſting 
harmony and friendſhip between them. Nay, our 
Lord himfelf hath told us, that good men ſhall 
be as the angelt ef GOD in heaven + ;* ſhall be with 
them, and like them. And, in the revelation of 
St. John, the redeemed of the Lord and angels 
are repreſented as in ons place, and joining in the 
ſame acts of praiſe and thankſgiving : Therefore, 
we are ſaid to be come to an innumerable company” 
of angels.'—Let us then conſider, what is the work 
and bleſſedneſs of angels, that we may enter into 
this grand idea of future glory. And we muft take 
our notions of this from the word of Gop alone; 
for every thing elſe is chiefly conjecture. There, our 
Lord tells us, they behold tlie face of his heavenly: 


father; are in a ſtate of nearneſs to Gop and com- 


munion with him. They look upon him with in- 
finite delight, as their father and friend; and he 
beams glory and felicity upon them. They are 
deſcribed, as his willing, waiting ſervants, hearken« 
ing to the voice of his word, and moſt chearfully ex- 
ecuting bis pleaſure. They are repreſented as fand. 
ing before the throne and evor/hipping GOD. But they 
are ſometimes ſent abroad to perform the divine 
commands; yea /ent down to this earth, to minifter 
: 5 to 
9 Eph, i. 10, + Matt, xxii, 30. 
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to the heirs of ſalvation t. Conſequently, they muſt 
be in a ſtate of the higheſt honour and happineſs. 
Nearneſs to God, the devout worſhip of him, obe- 
dience to him, and doing good to others, conſtitute 
the ſupreme felicity of a rational creature, And 

there is nothing in the temper of the angels, no- 
| thing in their circumſtances, nothing can happen 
to them, which ſhould deftroy, or for a moment 
interrupt, their ſublime delight, Whether they are 
in heaven, or executing the divine commands ia 
other parts of Gop's dominions, they have always 
a moſt pleaſurable and ſatisfying ſenſe of his graci. 
ous preſence and favour. Now, Gon intends that all 
his faithful ſervants on earth ſhould at length 
dwell, and walk, with them. And let us reflect 
what an honour and happineſs this will be, For 
— conſider what excellent beings they are in them- 
ſelves, and—confider them as thoſe, who have been 
miniſters of Gop to the world, to the church, and 
to ourſelves, 


Conſider what excellent W they are in theme 
ſelves. 


And here I will not ſpeak of the magnificence 
and ſplendour of their appearance, tho? that may 
afford their companions ſome pleaſure; nor of the 
glory and grandeur of the places, in which we are 
to walk with them: But of their intellectual and 
moral qualities; or in plainer language, their great 
wiſdom and goodneſs. They are much ſuperiour to 
man in all ſpiritual excellencies; particularly in 
wiſdom. To be wiſe as an angel of GOD: is 2 
. proverbial. 
1 Heb, i, 14. a 
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proverbial expreſſion for an uncommon degree of 


wiſdom *. Their capacities, which were originally 
great and noble, are undoubtedly much improved 
by long experience and obſervation. The compaſs 


of their knowledge is vaſt, and they are well ſkil- 


led in all the myſteries of creation, providence-and 
redemption.—They are alſo beings of great conde- 


 Seenfion, afability, and benevolence; who will take 


delight in communicating knowledge to mankind, 


They will inſtruct us, without any diſtant or forbidding 
airs; allow us to aſk queſtions for our information, 


and not charge us with ignorance, weakneſs or 
impertinence. We may be free with them, without 
being over-awed by their preſence, or diſcouraged 
by their behaviour. It is likely, that they have 
better methods of communicating knowledge to us, 
than we have to one another; can ſet important 
truths before us in a plain, diſtin, and convincing 
manner, and ſpeak more directly to our hearts,— 
Beſide this, they are holy beings, and have a warm 
zeal for the honour of Gop and the good of men, 


| So that the example of their piety, obedience, and 


love will be moſt inftruftive and alluring to us: 
And whatever be the ſubje& of our converſe with 
them, they will doubtleſs turn it into a religious 
channel, and lead and direct all our thoughts to 
Gop. We ſhall catch a ſacred ardour from their 
lips, and emulate their excellenciess Now, my 
friends, how delightful muſt it be to converſe with 
ſuch glorious beings on terms of the moſt endear- 


ing friendſhip and familiarity ? One of the greateſt 


pleaſures of earth is to converſe ' with wiſe and. 
pious 


® 2 Sam, xiv, 20. 


Dif. 18. i fhould walk among the Angeli. | 283 


pious perſons; with thoſe who have read much 
both of books and men, eſpecially if they have 
alſo travelled thro* the moſt remarkable parts of 
this earth: With men, who are communicative of 
the knowledge they have, and will take pleaſure in 
entertaining and improving their fellow. mortals. 
How much more pleaſant muſt it be to converſe 
with the angels, thoſe travellers and philoſophers 
of heaven, whoſe knowledge is ſo extenſive, and 
their tempers ſo amiable! Had Mess, David or 
Paul lived till now, how delightful would an iater- 
view with one of them have been! How often, when 
F have been puzzled with ſome obſcure paſſages in 
their writings, and more puzzled with the differ- 
ent opinions of interpreters, would I have been 
glad to have had an explanation of it from them- 
ſelves! But the angels, who are greater in know- 
ledge, will afford yet clearer light and higher en- 
tertainment, than prophets and apoſtles themſelves, 
A perſon being aſked by his friend to dine, and 
being told what was for dinner, made this wiſe 
reply, I do not want a bill of fare, I want a bill 
of the company, that I may know what mental en- 
tertainment I ſhall have.“ Gop hath invited all his 
children to the marriage-ſupper of the - lamb, and 
he hath told them, that they ſhall / down, not 
only with Abraham, 1/aac and Jaceb and all the 
ſaints, but with the angels of Gop thers, — urther, 


let us 


Conſider them as thoſe, who have been the mi- 
niſters of Goo to this world, to the church, and 
@urſelves : h 


And 
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And this will make walking with them in hea- 
ven more delightful, Were they only wife and 
holy beings, their converſe would be agreeable.“ 
But it is probable, that among the ten thouſand 
times ten thouſand of them, who miniſter before 
God, we ſhall be moſt intimately acquainted, and 
moſt frequently walk, with thoſe, who have been 
moſt conneted with our earth, and are beſt ac- 
quainted with the ſtate of it. The angel, whom 
St. John would have worſhipped, ſaid, Do it not 
ſor I am thy fellow. ſeruart, and of thy brethren, the 
prophets, and of them who keep the ſayings of this 
book *.* They are all our fellow-ſervants, as hav- 
ing one great and plorious maſter. But thoſe are 
particularly ſo, who have been ſent forth to mi- 
niſter to the ſons of men: And the thought of 
walking and converſing with them, is very endear- 
ing. Suppoſe yourſelves in the company of thoſe 
who appeared at giving the law; carried Elijal 
into heaven; bore Daniel company in the lion's 
den, or thoſe who ſtood by, when the angel of the 
Lord ſpoke to Jeſhaa the words of our text: Sup- 
poſe yourſelves, chriſtians, walking with thoſe of 
them, who uſhered in the birth of Chriſt, attended 
his reſurrection and aſcended with him to hea« 
ven :—How pleaſing would ſuch an interview be!. 
Think of ſeeing others, who have been the guar- 
dians of the Britiſi iſles, fought our battles for us, 
and often, eſpecially at the Revolution, ruled the: 
winds in our favour, With what delight ſhould 
we look upon them, and hear their accounts of 
thoſe wonderful appearances of providence! Some 


of: 


* 


® Rev. xxii. 9s 
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of them, I doubt not, have been the guardians of 
that particular chriſtian church to which we belong; 
and miniftered to our fathers and companions now 
with Go. With what pleaſure ſhall we converſe with 
them, who have done ſo many fignal ſervices for 
thoſe, from whom we are deſcended, and whoſe 
memory is ſo dear to us! Among "i ſhining 
hoſts, we ſhall meet with thoſe, who have been 
our guardians, and often encamped about us: And 
to converſe with them muſt be peculiarly delight- 
ful. We ſhall learn from themſelves, when and 
how they defended us: That at ſuch a time they 
ſaved us from death; in ſuch a place bore us up 
in their arms and preſerved all our bones; ſome- 
times gave our thoughts a ſudden turn, when we 
were purſuing a bad ſcheme; diverted our atten» 
tion to ſomething elſe, when we were entering into 
temptation; allayed the ſtorm of paſſion, when it 
was leading us to expoſe ourſelves, grieve our 
friends, and diſhonour religion: In a word, how 
often they directed, preſerved, ſupported and com- 
forted us. And tho' we are forbid to avor/hip them, 
we ſhall, doubtleſs, make them the moſt grateful 
acknowledgments ; and perhaps in ſome depree re- 
pay the obligations we are under. For having been 
in mortal bodies, we may know ſome things, which 
even they do not; or give them clearer ideas of 
what they are already acquainted with. The church 
in heaven will be fo far like that on earth, that 
all the members of it have not the /ame office, and 

the g/ eateſt cannot ſay to the lea, © I have no need 
of thee,” — But I muſt not allow myſelf to dwell 
* on this delightful 2 It is then a con- 


ſiderable 
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fiderable and glorious part of the happineſs of good 
men hereafter, that they ſhall walk with the an- 
gels, thoſe eminently wiſe, holy and benevolent be- 
1ngs—and particularly with thoſe of them, who have 
been employed to miniſter to our world, to the 
chriſtian church to which we belong, and to our- 
ſelves. —Let me now add ſome reflections from this 
ſubject. 


APPLICATION. : 


1. Let us reſlect, for our Caution, on the coun- 
terpart of this, or the future ſtate of thoſe, who 
forſake the ways of Gov. 


Our text implies, that if Joſhua was not holy 
and faithful, he ſhould have no place among the 
holy angels. Tho? the ſpeculation we have been 
indulging is very pleaſing, and I believe there are 
none who hear me ſo unaffected and ſtupid, as not 
to wiſh this happineſs may be theirs; yet I muſt, 
with Jeſtua, * keep GOD's charge and deal faith» 
folly with your conſciences; informing you upon 
the higheſt authority, that if you do not walk in 
God's ways, you have neither part nor lot in this 
matter. I am to aſſure you in his name, that the 
wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and all that forget 
Gop ſhall have their portion with the devil and 
his angels; that if you do not enter upon Gop's 
ways, or if you forſake them; that if you walk in 
the way of /nners, go in the broad way, in which 
the multitude run, the end will be degfrudion, 
Wicked miniſters, parents and maſters of families, 
who have a charge committed to them by the Al- 

mighty; 
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mighty; if they neglect it, and do not take-ſuch 
care of the ſouls intruſted to them, as Gop requires 
and their infinite value demands, they will go to 
their own place; a place far removed from the holy 
and happy avgels; a place of everlaſting miſery and 
torment. You that frequent bad company, who 
are willing aſſociates of rakes and ſots, and ſpend 
many of your precious hours in gaming and mere 
amuſement, you can have no place among the an- 
gels. They will ſhun your company, and you can- 
not reliſh zheirs. Oh, think, Sirs, I beſeech you, 
what it is to have your abode among devils and 
damned ſpirits; in what forms of horror they may 
appear to you, who love nothing but what is gay 
and entertaining! What malicious cutting wit they 
may exerciſe upon you, who are proud, haſty and 
cannot bear an affront, a ſlight, or even an admo- 
nition! They will inform you of the happineſs 

you have loſt; lay open to you the arts by which 
they corrupted and ruined you; and upbraid you 
for your folly, in being deluded, to the loſs of your 
ſouls. Think, how will you like ſvch ſociety as this, 
that you may fly from the wrath to come, and ne- 
ver take one ſtep more in the way that leadeth to 

deſtruction. I only add, 


2. Let us be excited to the duties required i in 
the text, by the gracious promiſe contained in it, 


What Gop required of Joſhua, he requires of 
every one of us, to walk in his ways and to keep 
his charge.“ The ways of Gop are the ways of 
piety, integrity, purity and charity. Theſe we muſt 
enter vpon by repentance and faith in our Lord 


Jeſus 
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Jeſos Chriſt: And do it with deliberation, ſolem- 
nity, and earneſt prayer for divine guidance. In 
theſe ways we are to walk, eircumſpedly and ſtea- 
dily, without ever turning aſide from them; eſteem- 
ing all Gop's precepts concerning all things to be 
right, and hating every falſe way. There are par- 
ticular ordinances, which we are to keep, as the 
religious obſervation of the ſabbath, attending pub- 
lick worſhip, and the Lord's ſupper. And it is to 
be our care to walk in a// Gop's commandments 
and ordinances blameleſs. We are not to be go- 
verned by inclination and faſhion, but by the will 
of G05. — Further, we are to be companions of them 
that fear Gov, and talk of his precepts; to eſteem 
the Saints the excellent of the earth; and have fellows 
hip with them, and delight in them; elſe we can 
never be companions with Gop's holy ones in hea- 
ven. However difficult and rough the path may 
be, Jet: us ſtill walk in it; endeavouring to do 
od's will on earth, as it is done by angels in 
heaven. They will then rejoice over us. They will 
ſtrengthen and ſupport us, and at length convey 
us to their happy abodes. We long for interviews 
with our dear relations and friends on earth; and 
"ſhould not our hearts deſite, an interview with our. 
friends in heaven? and with the holy angels, whom 
we may number among the beſt of them? Angels 
| fr om friendſhip gather half their joys.” The connec- 
tions of grace will be ſtronger than thoſe of na- 
ture, and, to holy beings, infinitely more endearing. 
It is pleaſant to take a walk and converſe with 
our friends in ſome agreeable ſpot upon earth; but 
| ſoon ſhall we walk among the angels in the hea- 
venly 
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venly paradiſe; and be formed, by our common 
bead and. Lord, to ſervices and. enjoyments like 
'theirs: There, no ſtorms, ner heat, nor cold, will 
incommode our walk; no night interrupt it; no 
envy, . contention, difference, eoldneſs, or diſtreſs 
will deſtroy our friendſhip with them, or leſſen the 
pleaſure of it. The Angel of the Lord, the adorable 
Jeſus, will join the company, and improve the con- 
verſe. The ever-glorious and bleſſed Gop himſelf 
will, according to his promiſe, © duell with us, be 
with us, and be our Gop®:* And the nations of 


them that are "ſaved ſhall walk in the light of the 


Lord, —Let the hope of this animate us to keep 
the way of the Lord, and every charge he piveth 
us. And let us be often, as it were, taking a walk 
among the angels now, by faith and meditation 
on future glory. Endeavour to live es like angels 
now, as poſſible; by a a holy ſuperiority to the un- 
neceſſary concerns of the body, and leading lives 
of devotion, purity and benevolence. Then ſhall 
we know ſomething of their bleſſedneſs here below, 
and have ſome delightful foretaſtes of the glory to 
be reyealed. O happy day! when we ſhall be 
ſet rom the cares, temptations, and for- 
pron: ortality z be united to nobler orders of 
beings, and be for ever happy in their company, 
friendſhip and love. — I cannot conclude without 
reminding you of, and intreating you to reflect on, 
the death of Chriſt, as that great event by which 
we are raiſed to ſuch a hope. And do you fol- 


low the apoſtle's c— and connect in your 


O thoughts, 


Rev. xxl. 3. 


. 
* 
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thoughts, what he hath ſo cloſely connected; Ye 
are come to an innumerable company of ine and te 
the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; and to Jeſus 
the mediator of the new covenant, and to the 6/0 


of ſprinkling, that 3 better things than that 


of Abel +.* 
+ Heb, xii, 2.44 
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